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Cyberbullying and The Law 

From Officer Santiago 

The information age that we live in can be 

convenient in a lot of ways. But, the internet also 

poses potential dangers to students.  

Cyber bullying is using social media to bully. 

It isn’t much different than traditional bullying 

when it involves foul language, name calling, and 

threats. However, since it isn’t done in person, the 

bullying can be more heartless, and a lot more peo-

ple may be  participating in it.   

Cyber bullying can have a bad effect on both 

the target and the bully. In the case of the target, it 

can bring frustration, depression, and anti-social 

behavior.  

The bully can have problems with law en-

forcement and the courts. They can be charged 

with terroristic threats and unlawful use of a com-

puter.  

As a D.A.R.E. officer, there are two things 

about which I want to remind students and par-

ents:  

1) Excluding anyone from a group for no 

justifiable reason is bullying.  

2) Bullying outside the school can only be 

handled by the police department that has the ju-

risdiction in their area.  

The  Delaware Valley School District can re-

fer incidences to the school  police officer, and the 

officer can call in the jurisdictional police. If it hap-

pens in the school, then the school police officer 

has the jurisdiction to start a proceeding, except for 

arrest matters. 

“Vengeful Angel” by Nicolette Scibelli [grade 7] 

Cyber Bully Prevention Month 

From Guidance  

    Have you encountered the “Vengeful Angel” 

online? 

     This bully “looks like” one friend sticking up for 

another.  You may be asking yourself, “Shouldn’t we 

be looking out for one another?”  Yes, we should, 

but the way that we choose to protect one another 

is important.  We’ve all heard the adage that, “two 

wrongs don’t make a right.”  Well, in this case, two 

bullies don’t fix the problem, and in fact, they make 

it worse.  The vengeful angel is someone who tries 

make the wrongs of the cyber world right by bullying 

back.  So what should you do if you or someone you 

know is being cyber bullied? 

Stop! Block! And Tell! 

Stop! Don’t respond, pause and calm down first. 

Block! Block the cyber bully or limit communica-



     If you look through the clarinet section of either the 

6th or the 7th/8th grade bands, you will find a November 

student of the month.   

     Michelle Wolf [8th] is the dedicated first chair clari-

net who recently participated in the Marywood Honors 

Band.  When asked to comment on her success as a 

student, DDMS Band Director Mr. Curchoe said, “She is 

always prepared and never comes in without a smile.”  

Michelle is also active in other school activities.  She is 

a third-year member of the Pep Band and played with 

the girls’ tennis team in the Fall. 

     Amanda LiCausi [6th] “has a great sense of humor, 

and helps to make band fun and interesting,” Mr. Cur-

choe said.  And she also brought this positive attitude 

to the Fall drama production “Bugsy Malone” as 

“Fizzy.”  But, it’s her hard work as a young instrumen-

talist that has paid off with “great improvement in her 

playing,” an attribute that has no doubt served her 

well in competitive gymnastics over the years as 

well. 

     While it can be difficult to balance school and 

sports, Jayden Rodriguez [7th] didn’t drop the ball 

when he joined the school soccer team this Fall.  

But ,it was his effort in school that scored him the 

honor of November Student of the Month.  When 

asked why Jayden deserved the nomination, his for-

mer teacher Mr. Tolerico noted, “He has common 

sense.  He’s a good kid, very likable.”  

     Congratulations to each of these students!   

December students of the month on page 4  

November Students of the Month 

An Interview with Mrs. Snyder 

by Caroline Woska [grade 6] 

     With the Super Bowl over and the 2014 Winter 

Olympics underway, it’s a fitting time to check in 

with one of our gym teachers.  She might not be 

competing on the international scene, but it is 

people like Mrs. Snyder who give world class ath-

letes their start. 

Caroline: Why did you become a gym teacher? 

Mrs. Snyder: In elementary school, I had a gym 

teacher that favored the boys, and I wanted to 

give the girls a chance to shine. 

Caroline: What are your favorite things to do? 

Mrs. Snyder: Playing with my grandson. 

Caroline:  Do you have any advice for students? 

Mrs. Snyder: You should figure out what you love 

to do and find a job doing it. 

Caroline: What do you love about teaching? 

Mrs. Snyder: I love watching the students finally 

get it! 

Caroline: Anything else to add? 

Mrs. Snyder: Try to live life being KIND to other 

people. 



Attention Artists!!! 

by Brittany McIvor [grade 7]       

     Interested in art? What about designing? Well 

then this is your type of thing. DD press is holding an 

Olympic ring redesign contest. Just draw the Olympic 

rings, design them, and send them in! Where to send 

them? Look for the DD Press submission envelope 

coming soon to your teacher’s classroom bulletin 

board, (yes, there are bulletin boards in the class-

room).  Be sure to include your name and homeroom 

teacher. 

     The three winning entries will be featured in the 

next edition of the newspaper, so check back to see! 

Olympic Ring Redesign byTim Skorksi [grade 8] 

 

Competitive Skiing 

by Garret Hawkins [grade 8] 

 

     The Winter Olympics in Sochi, Russia is debuting a 

new mogul competition that I am very excited about 

as well as holding a ski and boarder cross event.   

     This is my fourth year skiing competitively at Blue 

Mountain.  During that time I’ve participated in 4 out 

of 5 mogul competitions and 8 out of 11 boarder 

crosses.  Winners receive medals, trophies and, once 

in a while, prize money. 

     The ski course for a mogul competition has 2 

parts.  You go down the first half through a set of 

moguls into a set of 2 kickers and then through a se-

cond.  To earn points, you have to keep your knees 

together and go down the course as fast as you can 

trying to beat your opponent. 

     In ski and boarder cross you have to beat 4-5 op-

ponents to the finish line on an obstacle course with 

some drops, kickers, rollers and table tops. 

     I pretty much practice almost everyday since I do 

sports all year round and all of those sports help me 

with skiing.  Skiers need strong legs and swimming, 

Competitive Skiing 

Terms 

Kickers– jumps 

Mogul–  bumps in the terrain 

Style– doing tricks 

Table top– a jump with a flat 

top that you have to clear 

Trick– flips/spins 

soccer, baseball, lots of 

running and riding my bike 

all help with that.   

     In the spring and sum-

mer when I’m not skiing, I 

still stretch every morning 

and night to get better 

posture and practice my 

tricks on the trampoline.  I 

also do lots of tests to im-

prove my balance for rails 

 Winter W nderland  

OR  T rtureland  

by Matt Hollay [grade 6]  

This year’s weather has been great for skiers and 

other winter sports enthusiasts.  But we want to 

know what you think.  

Check here _______ if you loved this wonderful winter.  

Check here ________ if you despised this ice age. 

Then cut this piece off and put it in your homeroom 

teacher’s DD Press envelope. 



Internet usage statistics compiled by Mrs. Strocchia  

    In honor of Cyber Bully Prevention Month, we 

asked homerooms to complete a survey about their 

internet usage.  Here’s what you told us. 

     Several students seemed to realize that they were 

spending way too much time on their computer, 

citing impossible numbers like “789,568 hours” and 

“20,000 hours” a week.  However, since 24 hours a 

day x 7 days a week only equals 168 hours, a few 

more reasonable attempts to communicate this feel-

ing were, “24/7… besides school and sleeping,” and 

“Let’s just say I’m only off it from 12am-6:30am.”  

But, not all students spend all of their spare time 

online.  The majority of students spend an hour or 

less each day, and 10 students responded that they 

spend no time at all online. 

     All totaled, DDMS students confessed to spending 

more than 13,727 hours a week online visiting at 

least 113 different websites.  That’s equivalent to 

almost 1.5 years worth of hours in just one week! 

     What is everyone doing with this time?  Even 

though more students cited YouTube, a popular vid-

eo website, as one of their most frequented cyber 

spots, socializing was the number one activity re-

ported, followed by games and, lastly, homework.   

     And, while one student commented, “Other?  Is 

this a trick question?,”  the survey showed that stu-

dents use their time pursuing many other interests 

as well.  Everything from art and food, to music and 

videos, to shopping and researching tips for many 

different pastimes was reported.  Someone even ad-

mitted to “fangirling,” which, according to the urban 

dictionary online, is a verb that means “reacting to 

any mention or sighting of the object of a girl’s affec-

tion. [i.e. movie star, pop star, etc.]” This begs me to 

ask, is there such a thing as “fanguying” or 

“fanboying” too?  If not, it’s probably only a matter 

of time, given the impact of cyberspace on modern 

culture. 

     While Miss Liesau has almost 200 books 

pertaining to computers/internet, in the spirit of the 

times, I should just “Google it,” another fairly new 

verb we owe to the advent of computers and the 

internet, to find out.  Bottom line?  However you 

spend your time online, be smart and be safe.   

 



December Students of the Month 

Continued from page 2 

     All three of the December Students of the Month 

can be found playing school sports throughout the 

year.  But, whether on the field or in the classroom, 

the same words have been used by their teachers to 

describe each—excellence, enthusiasm, hardworking, 

conscientious and positive.  When I spoke with the stu-

dents, it was easy to see why. 

     “Always follow your goals, never give up,” says 

Juliann Winkler [grade 8].  Advice that she lives out as 

a long-time soccer player and Odyssey of the Mind 

[OM] participant. She has had the opportunity to com-

pete a few times at the state level with her OM team.  

And this isn't her first experience as a student of the 

month either.  Juliann has been recognized a few other 

times in the past.  What makes her stand out to her 

teachers?  “Juliann is an excellent student,” Language 

Arts teacher Mrs. Schoenleber said.  “She is enthusias-

tic and hardworking, and consistently produces high 

quality work.”   

     Gia Cicileo [grade 7] says, “before friends, school 

comes first, “ and, “if you concentrate on what you’re 

doing or what you like, you won’t get in trouble.”   

Continued  on page 8 

by Kaitlin Greener and Kiara Simonson [both grade 7] 

“What do you think about cyber bullying?” 

“Cyber bullying is bad and has 

life-long effects. Parents 

should try and help/take con-

trol of their child’s internet 

life. Technology is moving 

fast, and that is a challenge 

for parents and government.” 

- Mrs. Favaro [Computer Liter-

acy/Business Leadership 

teacher] 

“I have never been cyber 

bullied. Cyber bullying has no 

point. Its pointless.”  

-Elizabeth Bobo [grade 7]  

 

“It shouldn’t happen because 

it has effects on people.”  

-Travis Normin [grade 6] 

 “It’s not nice! People can 

mean!”  

-Kiersten Greener [grade 8] 

 



  

The NFL Wildcard   

by Scott Segarra [grade 7] 

     

     Well the NFL playoffs started BIG with a 4:25 game 

against the Kansas City Chiefs on the road facing the 

Indianapolis Colts.  The Kansas City offense had a 28 

point lead by halftime. Kansas City hasn’t won a playoff 

game since 1993 when they defeated the Houston Oil-

ers on the road and it looked like they had a playoff 

win this week! But things went wrong and the Colts 

came back to win the game by 1 point, 45-44! Talk 

about heartbreak!  

     Right after that game the New Orleans Saints went 

to take on the new and improved Philadelphia Eagles. 

They needed to end the curse of never having won a 

playoff game on the road! Luckily for them Shayne 

Graham kicked the game winner with no time left and 

the Saints moved on to take on the Seattle Seahawks. 

Man what a day of football!  

     The Cincinnati Bengals were ready to try to get their 

first playoff win in a while too.  It looked like they were 

in good shape because they were playing at home and 

they didn’t lose at home all year! But more heartbreak 

is coming. The San Diego Chargers came in and bullied 

the Bengals offense to get the win! Bengals lost 10-27.   

     Now when you think you’re cold you haven’t seen 

The Numbers Behind the Letters 

by Johnathan Jurgensen [grade 7] 

Before the Super Bowl I constantly got asked “what 

do the letters on the bottom of the trophy mean?” 

Some even think that they are only on the trophy are 

for decoration. (like really!?!) 

So here is what they mean and how to read them. 

 I=1 

V=5 

X=10 

L=50 

Simply add the numbers together.  But a smaller 

num-

ber 

before 

anything. The Green Bay Packers hosted the San 

Francisco 49ers in -3 degree weather! Green Bay got 

knocked out of the playoffs last year by the 9ers and 

this year they were trying to get revenge. 49ers 

quarterback Colin Kaepernik ran all over  the Packers 

last year  picking up an NFL record of 180 rushing 

yards by a quarterback! And this year he set up an 

amazing drive, putting kicker Phil Dawson in position 

to kick the game winning field goal. For the third 

time in a row the big bad 49ers crushed the Green 

Bay Packers. So the wildcard round of the playoffs 

sure was exciting and hopefully the excitement will 

continue in the divisional round. 

     Who did the DDMS student body think was going 

to make it into and win* the Super Bowl after the 

wildcard games?  Check the pie charts on this page 

to find out.   

Football statistics  compiled by Caleb Conklin & Kiersten Greener [both grade 8] 



From the nurse: 

     As cold and flu season arrives, here are some 

tips to help you stay healthy: 

1. Dress in warm clothing.  Wear long-sleeved 

shirts, sweaters or sweatshirts.  Do not wear coats 

inside; this could cause you to become overheat-

ed, which in turn might lower your body’s re-

sistance to fight off viruses and bacteria. 

2. Drink plenty of fruit juices and water to keep 

your body well hydrated.  Remember to eat a 

good breakfast, not just a high-sugar food such as 

a donut or Pop Tart. 

3. Get at least nine hours of sleep a night. 

4. If you have a cold, don’t spread your germs by 

coughing and sneezing without covering your 

mouth and nose.  Remember to cough or sneeze 

into your sleeve or a tissue, and dispose of the 

tissue immediately.  

5. Do not drink out of other people’s water 

bottles or drink bottles.  If you want to share your 

drink with somebody else, pour it into a cup or 

glass. 

6. Try to avoid others who have a cold to prevent 

picking up their germs. 

7. Gargling with warm salt water can help relieve 

the discomfort of sore throats.   

8. 

Most importantly, wash your hands frequent-

French Medicine Ad. by Julia Steele [grade 8] 

Laurels and Lances 

     Contributed by various teachers & staff 

      Laurels: recognition of the positive things hap-

pening in our school. 

     Lances: identifying a few things that could be 

improved. 

 

Laurels to… 

The students who help out with Mrs. Fluette’s 

class. 

The students who spend an hour a day or less on 

the computer. 

 The students who remember to renew their li-

brary books. 

Lances to... 

The students who print multiple copies of their 

assignments to printers and don’t pick them up. 

The students who kick their lockers to open them. 

The students who don’t sign in and out of the li-

brary correctly [full name and time]. 



School Art Review 

by Joshua Musano [grade 6] 

What I like about it is 

that it protests 

against bullying and 

informs 

people that bullying 

is NOT okay.  

Challenge:  Can you 

locate this picture in 

 

If You Love to Read,  

We Want to Hear from You 

  It’s easy!  Just read a book and use the directions below 

to write a review on Destiny.  Outstanding book reviews 

will be featured in future issues of the DD Current. 

How to Add a Book Review to Our Destiny Library System  

1. Log-in to Destiny. 

2. Click the “Catalog” tab near the top of the screen.   

3. Type the title of the book that you would like to review 

in the bar next to the word “Find.”   

4. Press enter.   

5. Click “Details” for the book that you would like to re-

view.  [Note: You may also click the book title if you pre-

fer.]   

6. Click on the “Reviews” tab in the upper right hand cor-

ner of the screen. 

7. To add your review, click “Add Review” on the right 

hand side of the page. 

8. Next to the question, “How do you rate this title?,” click 

on the number of stars that best represents how much 

you liked the book [1=Poor; 2=Fair; 3=Ok; 4=Good; 

5=Awesome]. 

9. Use the box labeled, “Enter comments below…” to type 

your book review.  Not sure what to write?  Pick-up a 

Good advice from a student who, according to Mr.  

Hastie, is “extremely motivated in class and strives to 

do her best on a daily basis.”  And when he says daily, 

he’s not kidding.  So far this year, Gia has maintained 

perfect attendance.  In addition to all of her hard 

work, she also made time to play volleyball and bas-

ketball this year and hopes to run long distance for the 

track and field team in the Spring. 

     “Even though he is only in 6th grade,” Mrs. 

Sauschuck says of football player and wrestler Machi-

as Magill, “he has a positive outlook on life and what 

the future holds.”  And his positive outlook was clear 

when Machias was asked to name his favorite teacher 

ever.  He simply said, “All of them.”  Why?  “They’re all 

nice and they teach me a lot.”  This mature perspec-

tive for a middle school student, will, no doubt, unlock 

a world of possibilities for Machias in the future.  His 

advice to peers?  “Work hard.  Study.  Have a positive 

attitude towards others.”   

     Congratulations to each of these students! 

Number Crunch 

     A total of 458 students responded to our home-

room survey in January.  Use this number and the 

graphs in this issue to answer the following ques-

tions.   

1. About how many students predicted that the 

Broncos would make it to the Super Bowl?  The 

Seahawks? 

2. About how many students predicted that the 

Seahawks would win the Super Bowl? 

3. As a percent, about how many more students 

visit YouTube over Facebook? 

4. Approximately how many students spend more 

than 6 hours a day on the internet? 

     Turn your answers into your homeroom DD Press 

envelope for a chance to be recognized in a future 

edition. 


