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 Two Odyssey of the Mind Teams competed in the state competition held on April 
2, 2016, at Moon Area Schools near Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  Members of the 
'No Cycle Recycle' Team, Jazmyne Bates, Aidan McBride, Christa Cirello, Ben 
Bailor, Samuel Yost, Kara Luposello, and Frankie Pedone, coached by Gail 
Sebring, competed against 11 other teams from schools throughout the state.  
They built a vehicle that transported 2 team members between 2 ecosystems 
without using peddle power or any peddle motion.  They had to pick up 3 
discarded items over the course of the presentation and recycle/repurpose them 
to be used in the opposite ecosystem from which it was picked up.  Team 
‘Something Fishy’ included members, Elena Cirello, Ashley McKeon, Cole Miller, 
Olivia Rowehl, Sydney Garrison, Kaylee Kurcon, and Ryan O’Conner and were 
coached by Tammy Curtis and Lori Schlenker.  They competed against twelve 
other teams in their division, and they were required to design and build three 
technical “fishing” devices and three moving “catches” that were caught at 
distances of four feet, seven feet, and ten feet away from a predetermined pier 
area.  The students worked hard to construct and build their devices and wrote 
the accompanying skit.  These efforts of both teams, along with spontaneous 
problems, earned ‘Something Fishy’ a first place finish and ‘No Cycle Recycle’ a 
second place finish at the PA State Competition and as a result, will be heading 
to Iowa State University to compete in the Odyssey of the Mind World Finals in 
May. 

 The third marking period ended on April 5 and report cards were sent home with 
the students on April 11.  

 Third, fourth, and fifth grade students began the PSSA assessments on April 11.  
During the first week, students were assessed in English language arts for four 
days and then in mathematics during the following week for three days.  On April 
26 and 27, fourth graders were assessed in science.  The PTA donated ice 
cream treats for the Fridays of the weeks of testing, to praise students for their 
hard work and efforts, and to thank all for their cooperation and assistance. 

 To encourage real life writing, each student in Mrs. Stewart's kindergarten class 
was assigned a staff member at DVES and wrote a question to them.  Their 
question had to use the word "what" to reinforce and practice this sight word.  
They "mailed" and delivered their letters proudly!  The staff members gladly 
answered their questions and "mailed" them back to the students.  The excited 
students were elated to receive a letter back with the answer to their question.   

 On Tuesday, April 19, 2016, Mrs. Kudrich’s third grade class watched a live 
session webinar: Earth Day Special: TFK Talks to Dr. Sylvia Earle, An 
Oceanographer.  Prior to the live event, the students located and learned about 
oceans.  During the webinar, the students wrote about what they were learning 
from Dr. Earle, and later the class discussed the information about oceans. The 
students created informative posters about not littering, after they picked up trash 
on our campus.  The posters are displayed throughout the tri-state area in 
Subway, Taco Bell, Perkins, Creamery,etc. 

 Ms. Lawson’s third grade class performed three plays based on the classics, 
Stone Soup, Pinocchio, and Jack and the Beanstalk for the first grade classes.  



The students voted upon which play they wanted to be in and then voted on who 
would play which character in order to organize the performance.  

 On April 27, second grade students performed for the student body under the 
direction of music teacher Ruth Sweeney, in an assembly and then for their 
family and friends in the second grade concert.   

 


