
BY BECKY STIEB

Opinions Editor

On Nov. 14, Junior Historians served 158 local veterans in 
order to display their appreciation for the service the military 
has paid to this country. 

� e veterans were greeted with a thank you banner 
designed by junior Laila Andujar which they were 
encouraged to sign. After signing, they were seated by 
fellow Junior Historians senior Brittany Squires and 
juniors Sarah Kendl and Jessica DePaolis. Once everyone 
was seated, waiters served a variety of appetizers.  

Soon after, the entertainment of the evening came 
marching in to “Over � ere.” � e singers, juniors Karlee 
Edison, Gabrielle Felix, Mikaela Edelman, Rachel Beals, 
Veronica Fernandez, Josh Shepard  and sophomore Alex 
Miller,  performed classic songs from  the World War II era. 

To help complete this 1920s sound, the jazz band also 
performed throughout the dinner. Band teacher Mr. Lance 
Rauh directed � e Beatles medley arranged by juniors 
Lance Tyler Williams and Willie Mullen.  A crowd 
favorite was “Twist and Shout” sung by soloist Josh 
Shepard.  Everyone was on their feet dancing and singing 
along to the catchy classic. To end the entertainment the 

female singers sang the patriotic classic “Amazing Grace.”
While the music played, the veterans enjoyed a three-course meal.  � ey started 

with a Caesar salad and dinner rolls. Mr. Ray Wehner and the Warrior Café 
sta�  prepared and brought out the main dish, stu� ed chicken breast with 
gravy, glazed carrots and a baked potato.  � e meal was topped o�  with 

a thank you cake and a choice of co� ee or tea. 
� e Veteran’s Day dinner was hosted by � rst time organizer 

social studies teacher Mr. Larry Marcial. Alongside him were 
social studies teachers Mrs. Roseann Henigan and Mrs. Nicole 
Cosentino.

“It was Mrs. Henigan who really knew the nitty gritty of it. 
Whenever I asked what needed to be done of a list of 40 things, 
she would already have it done, along with Mrs. Cosentino, who 
kept putting me in the right direction,” Mr. Marcial claimed.

 � e evening was � lled with plenty of conversations, laughter 
and dance. � ose who helped throughout the dinner made sure all 
of the veterans left the school feeling appreciated for the service they 
have provided to the country. 

“I was nervous; it was my � rst year doing this. I didn’t know what 
I was doing correctly or incorrectly, but it went very smoothly,” 
said Mr. Marcial. “And the most important part was when the 
veterans and their relatives were leaving. You could just see the 
smiles on their faces.”
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Warriors show appreciation to local veterans 

DV collects food for families
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have provided to the country. 

Students got the chance to talk with many 
of the veterans present at the dinner.
Contributed photo

BY JENNY WISNIEWSKI

Entertainment Co-Editor

Students have one more day to contribute in the annual Holiday Food Drive to help 
ful� ll the needs of many families before the collecting, counting and distributing of items 
will occur. � e numbers of donations have continued to increase over the 
past three years with an abundant number of 4,321 donations last year, so 
the plan is to exceed that amount this year. 

On Nov. 1, all 95 homerooms were asked to bring in 
unexpired, non-perishable food items that will be delivered to the 
Milford Food Pantry and Greeley Food Pantry to help out local 
families throughout Pike County who are in need this holiday. 

It may be assumed that this food drive is meant so that 
families will have food for the actual holiday, but in fact, it is 
not.  All of the items are sent to families after � anksgiving for 
replenishment, considering they will be low on food sources and the 
fact that Christmas will be around the corner.

“� e food drive is important to raise awareness about hunger because 
so many of the students are recipients of the collection and it’s good 
to know we are Warriors helping out Warriors,” said student council 
adviser, Raycharlyn Krasulski. 
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Pages 8 & 9



AC: Anna Chamberlin
(Interviewer)
DP: Dr. Purcell 
(Interviewee) 

AC: How many years have you been Director of 
Secondary Education and what had you done beforehand?

DP: � is is my second year of being Director of 
Secondary Education. I was Director of Elementary 
Education since 2003 and before that I was a principal at 
the Dingman Delaware Middle School and Elementary 
School.  I started at Delaware Valley as a reading specialist 
in 1986.

AC: What are your job responsibilities?
DP: I oversee the three secondary schools [the 

high school and the two middle schools], and I 
supervise principals and assistant principals. I am also 
responsible for the Career Tech programs at the high 
school. 

AC: Do you have any hand in the testing that 
occurs at DV?

DP: Yes, I am the District Test Coordinator with 
Dr. [Peg] Scha� er.  I am the Performance Tracker 
Database Administrator and am in charge of the 
Perkins Grant, which supplies money for the Career 
Tech students. I also am the Civil Rights Coordinator 
for the district.

AC: Seeing that you are in charge of standard 
testing at DV, how impressed are you with the test 
scores?

DP: Compared to other schools in the area, 
Delaware Valley does a phenomenal job. Eighty-
� ve percent of our kids are pro� cient or advanced 
in literature and over 70 percent in algebra. � e 
tremendous AP scores we get are impressive as well. 
We have a phenomenal high school. 

AC: How did the move 
from the District O�  ce to the 
high school a� ect your work?

DP: I’m still 
doing the same 

amount of 
w o r k , 

but I’m 
m o r e 

hands-on now. Last 
year I was learning about e v e r y t h i n g 
[regarding Secondary Education] and I moved over here 

to be more involved. I like to be close to the teachers 
and the kids, that is what we are here for. You are more 
disconnected when your over in the district o�  ce, I get 
to see everything here. It really puts me right in the midst 
of my work, and that is what I like.

AC: What do you like most about your job?
DP: I just enjoy working with the administrators. I 

enjoy seeing the students in their classrooms, and I enjoy 
getting out into the classes and seeing all the successes 
that the students and teachers achieve. � ose are the 
parts I love. 

AC: What is your daily work routine?
DP: It is really di� erent from day to day; you just 

never know what the day is going to bring. Typically, I 
come in the morning and review my emails. Usually the 
night before I make a to-do list for the next day, and I 
usually visit a couple of classes a day. On a daily basis I 
check to see what testing is coming up so I can prepare 
teachers for it and check to see  if there are any reports 
that I need to submit to the state. It can really vary.

AC: If you could have any other job then what you 
currently do what would it be?

DP: Another job that I might like would be to � y 
one of those super jumbo jets. I have my private pilot 
license so I � y little single-engine planes. � at would be 
really cool though, � ying and traveling around the world. 

Many students at DV do not put much 
thought behind who oversees the education 
that they receive on a daily basis. The man 
behind all this hard work is Dr. Jim Purcell, 
the Director of Secondary Education. Behind 
the scenes Dr. Purcell has a lot on his plate 
and is involved in almost every aspect of 
education at Delaware Valley.

-Anna Chamberlin 
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Favorites:
Favorite TV show: NCIS, Revenge

Favorite Author: Dan Brown

Favorite School Subject: Social 

Studies 

Favorite Place to Visit: Pikes 

Peak, Colorado

Favorite Hobbies: Piloting, 

gardening, reading, computers 

Favorite Food: Chicken Francese
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Community trots for 
turkey

This year’s fi rst Turkey Trot, held on Nov. 9 at the 
Delaware Valley High School, had 187 participants 
and raised over 400 nonperishable food items 
for two local food pantries which each received 
a check for $250 as well. The winners for the 5K 
were senior Grace Farrell for the females with a 
time of 23:09 and DV graduate Shane McCrory for 
the males with a time of 18:32. These top runners 
each won a frozen turkey to take home to their 
families. The top male runner for the one mile run/
walk was Jonathan Roe with a time of 6:16. The 
top female runner was Brianna Eilbacher with a 
time of 6:54. “We had an amazing turnout. Our 
goal was to have at least 75 attendants, and we 
surpassed that amount. We have every intention of 
continuing it onto next year with hopes of another 
great success,” said cross country coach Audrey 
Josephite. 
Contributed Photo/Caption by Giorgia Dahlquist

Cigarette trays are not pretty and neither are the lungs 
of tobacco smokers and users. Today tobacco use is the 
single leading cause of preventable death and premature 
diseases. Currently 43.8 million Americans decide to 
smoke cigarettes even after such horrifi c 
health warnings. TATU (Teens Against Tobacco 
Use) is running a Smoke Out to encourage 
users to put down tobacco for one full day. 
According to 11/12 nurse Mrs. Ellen Orben, 
if students can do it for one day, they can do 
it for the rest of their lives. The Smoke Out is 
sponsored by the American Cancer Society, 
a tradition that takes place on the third 
Thursday of every November. Delaware Valley 
supports this event with shirts, signs and 
even a costumed cigarette walking through 
the halls. These are great reminders during 
the school day for kids to turn away from tobacco 
use and turn to another alternative that is not harmful to 
their health. 

Contributed Photo/Caption by Nicole Simerson

In partnership with the Kindred Spirits program, Japanese 
Marimba player Ms. Naoko Tokada visited on Nov. 8 before her 
concert the next day at the historical Milford � eater. 

Born in Japan, Tokoda was � rst inspired to play the marimba at the 
age of eight after listening to a professional marimba player perform 
“Flight of the Bumblebee.” Tokoda won a scholarship to continue 
her education in the United States, where she attended Cal State 
Northridge and later transferred to Ithaca College. She has performed 
at prestigious concert halls such as the Kennedy Center, Carnegie Hall 
and other places across the country and world. 

While here visiting, Tokoda showed DV band students her talent 
of playing the marimba, as well as teaching them how to improve and 
the meaning of some of her music. She discussed both classical music, 
like Bach, and modern music that embellishes new and challenging 
technique she demonstrated with ease. Tokoda also explained works 
from Japanese music that follows the same pattern as the poem 
technique, the haiku.“Naoko is a world-class talent who has played 
everywhere and with everyone. It’s an honor to have her share her 
time and talent with our talent,” said Mr. Lance Rauh.

Photos and Caption by Willy Mullen

Del-Val Kicking ButtsNaoko Tokada shares 
insight with music students

1 1/3 cups apple, peeled, cored and diced
1 tsp. Lemon juice
2 tsp. Apricot preserves
2 tsp. Brown sugar
1/8 tsp. Cinnamon 
And for the chips:
5-6 fl our tortillas (soft taco shells)
2 tbsp. Butter, melted
1/2 tsp. Cinnamon
1 1/2 tbsp. Sugar

Apple Pie Dip with Tortilla Chips

A easy appetizer to spice up your 
Thanksgiving
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Apple Pie Dip with Tortilla Chips

    Directions
1. Combine all dip ingredients in a bowl and refrigerate until chilled.
2. Brush tortillas with butter and cut into wedges, arrange on a greased 
baking sheet, sprinkle with cinnamon and sugar, bake at 350° until golden 
brown (10 min). Let cool before serving.
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From the kitchen of Kristi LiCausi 



French students Joseph Decker and Gabrielle Felix 
along with Spanish students Paige Bodnar and Grace Lutfy 
participated in Immersion Day at Marywood University 
on Oct. 24. 

� ese juniors were involved in many activities using 
the languages they are learning in class.  � ey were told how 
important it is to continue studying their speci� c language 
because being bilingual makes them more marketable in 
the future. � e students were accompanied by Spanish 
teacher Mr. Gary Cotroneo. 

CONTRUBUTED BY MR. GARY COTRONEO 
Spanish teacher

Letter Guidelines
The Del.Aware is an administrative reviewed 
publication of  the journalism class of  Delaware 
Valley High School. The Del.Aware will print 
acceptable letters written by current students 
which may be edited or condensed for reasons 
of  libel, good taste, grammar and punctuation.
Mail: Letters to the Opinions Editor, Del.
Aware, 252 Route 6 & 209, Milford, PA 18337
Email: the.del.aware@gmail.com

ANNA CHAMBERLIN
News Editor

BECKY STIEB
Opinions Editor

  COURTNEY THOMPSON
World News Editor

MARISA BALCARCEL
Arts & Literature Editor 
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Don’t degrade DV

Mrs. Tricia Kaylor and 2013 senior art students Jenna 
Murphy, Brigid Donlon and Karilyn Klag designed an 
artful Yogi Bear – Bear of Enlightenment for this year’s 
Black Bear Film Festival. 

� e Yogi Bear was “meditating” next to the Dairy Bar 
in front of Century 21 Real Estate  for the past 10 weeks 
leading up to the festival and auction. Yogi Bear can be 
recognized as the violet colored bear adorning a golden 
head dress meditating on a lotus � ower. 

Mrs. Kaylor and the students 
worked hard over the summer to 
transform an archery target bear into 
a work of art. � e bear was auctioned 
o�  during the festival with proceeds 

going to support the Black Bear 
Film Festival. 

CONTRIBUTED BY 
MRS. TRICIA KAYLOR 

Art Teacher 

Students decorate 
bear for festival 

Having been a student at DVHS for four years now, I 
have become aware of a common misconception that the 
teachers at DV either do not care about the education of 
their students, that the guidance department will � ght 
against seniors as they complete college applications 
and that the faculty is an outright hindrance to a 
student’s ability to have fun during their years at DV.

Take time to be 
grateful

Students participate 
in Immersion Day  

Going through my senior year, I know from a few 
years of experience what the popular teenage perspective 
is on certain topics, namely � anksgiving. It is merely 
the stream which runs under the bridge of time between 
Halloween and Christmas. 

To most, it is the celebration of a few extra hours 
of sleep or the anguish of AP students who have been 
bombarded with seemingly copious amounts of the 
forever dreaded “break work.” But have we actually lost 
the meaning of this forgotten holiday? 

� anksgiving is a time to give thanks. It’s a no 
brainer. � e school gives students and sta�  time o�  
so that we may appreciate all that we have in life, not 
dwell on what we do not have. � ough the concept 
seems easy, it’s apparently hard to obtain for some of 
the student body. 

� anksgiving has no holiday songs, no characters 
of symbolism and no gifts. Perhaps this is the reason 
why it is so easily overlooked.   It’s just a lot of food and 
football games, which do not get me wrong, are great, 
but do people even think twice about being grateful for 
the money that buys the food? How about for the roof 
over your head, the couch under your overstu� ed butt, 
or the technology that keeps your house illuminated or 
allows you to watch the football game? 

� anksgiving is a time for relaxation and realization 
of how lucky you are for the life that you live. I just wish 
people would correctly celebrate for the right reasons.

CONTRIBUTED BY TAYLOR BRAUNAGEL 
Class of 2014

I am taking this space in the opinions section of Del.
Aware to ask my peers who will perpetuate these claims 
to please stop. � ese statements are not only damaging to 
the reputation of our faculty and administration, but are 
blatantly false.

To validate, I’ll use my experience beginning the Film 
and Cinema Club as an example.

As I set out to make this club a reality during 
the � rst week of school, I could not have been more 
pleasantly surprised by the help that I received from the 
administration. I was given enthusiastic support to make 
the club a possibility. 

Furthermore, the advisor for the club, Mrs. Michelle 
Rojas, proved to be extremely helpful and supportive, 
more so than I could have expected based o�  of my peers’ 
ideas about the sta�  in general.

I wish I could go into detail about every positive 
experience I have had at DV, but to save the space I will 
simply state that if anyone has not had as great as an 
experience as I have, re-evaluate whose fault that really is.

BY NATHANAEL KING
Science & Technology, Design Editor

Benefi t Dinner 
For Troy Smith

Spaghetti, Meatballs, Desserts and More! 
Saturday, Nov. 30, 5:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Dingmans Township Firehouse
680 Log Tavern Road, Milford, Pa. 

Please see www.fortroy.com for more information

Del.Aware
ALYSSA KELLY

Editor in Chief
ERIN MCNEELY

Managing Editor

MRS. LESLIE LORDI
Adviser



By Rachael Smith

Staff Writer

On Nov. 4, Susquehanna University held a Writing 
Action Day for high school students interested in taking  
part in the creative writing program. Seniors Clarissa 
DeFederico, Dallas Ernst, Julia LiMarzi, Alyssa Mongioi, 
Alexis Ritz, Rachael Smith, Jessica Snyder and Courtney 
Thompson traveled to Susquehanna with English teacher 
Mr. Evan Bates, who has been making the trip for several 
years.

“It’s neat being around people who are interested in 
writing,” Bates said. “I’ve been a part of the workshops 
before...and I enjoy those a lot. They do a good job 
showing the kids what a classroom atmosphere would be 
like in college.”

After registration and a quick opening session by 
Susquehanna’s Director of Admissions at the Degenstein 
Center Theater, participants listened to readings by 
English and creative writing faculty and students, which 
was DeFederico’s favorite part of the day.

“I liked the readings because it showed how proud the 
writers were of their work,” she said. “I also liked it because 
the stories were interesting, funny and suspenseful.”

After the readings, students and parents were 

provided a free lunch at Evert Dining Hall. Then they 
returned to the Degenstein Center Theatre to be escorted 
to their workshop locations.

“I decided to go [to the Writing Action Day] because 

I thought it would be a good experience to see what kind 
of things I could learn from the different workshops that 
they had,” said Mongioi.

Students had the option of choosing which workshop 
they wanted to take part in—there were workshops 

on college writing, short story fiction, novel fiction, 
journalism, poetry, screen writing and sports writing. 
Each was presented by one of Susquehanna’s faculty, 
which included published writers.

LiMarzi said that her favorite part of the day was 
the workshop because her professor, Dr. Tom Bailey, 
was funny, and he didn’t act like she thought a college 
professor would. 

“[I got] a bigger taste of the college experience, which 
is startlingly…relaxed,” she said.

Bailey was open about how a college course is going 
to be different from high school, but he also gave serious 
advice to the young aspiring authors around the room. 

“If you want to be a writer, the most important thing 
to do is read,” Bailey said. 

He feels that learning to write is important, but all 
writers need a place to start and to form their ideas. He 
also advises to start reading contemporary authors; the 
classics are good for high school, but not college.

“The juniors who are interested in writing or looking 
to follow a writing track in college should consider this 
for next year,” Bates said. While he enjoys the workshops, 
he also likes being with the students. 

“I enjoy the time we get...the van ride down, the 
lunch and usually pretty delightful people.”

Seniors travel to Susquehanna for Writing Action Day

Inquiring Photographer
 What are you thankful for?

           By Steven GoSch Science & Technology Co-Editor

“My cats, family, friends, a 
good school and food.” 

Jess Sudano 
Class of 2017

“The Warrior Café, 
especially on buffet day.”
Gabriel Quadrino 

 Class of 2017

“My friends, family and 
Coldplay.”

Taylor Vasconi 
Class of 2015

“The doctors and staff  who 
have helped us.” 

Morgan Hagan & 
Jeanine Kleist 
Class of 2014
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Students show off their backpacks and 
folders they received from Susquehanna 
University.
Contributed Photo

By alayna maSkeR

Circulation Co-Manager

On Nov. 4, Mr. Richard Horst took 
15 Delaware Valley High School chorus 
students to participate in the Annual 
M o n r o e / P i k e 
County Chorus 
concert.

The concert 
took place at 
Notre Dame 
High School in 
East Stroudsburg. 
The performance 
consisted of eight 
Pocono regional 
choirs coming 
together to 
perform songs of 
many different genres. 

The students were led by guest director 
Mr. Bob Riday, who is the high school 
choir director in Belvidere, N.J. 

“He was really funny and I learned a 
lot from him,” said junior Jordan Oliver.

The County Chorus concert was 
an all-day event. It involved a full day of 
practice with breaks in between, in which 

they got the opportunity to socialize with 
choir members from the other schools. 

“My favorite part of the whole trip was 
meeting new people,” said Oliver.

 “The whole event for me as a director, 
it’s always nice to meet up with other 

directors and talk 
to them about what 
is going on in their 
programs and try to 
get ideas of what works 
for them and maybe 
things to even avoid,” 
said Mr. Horst. “The 
camaraderie is really a 
big deal for me.”

During the 
concert, there 
were numerous 
i n s t r u m e n t a l 

accompaniments. They even had 
accompanist Gary Raish who is a musician 
in the Stroudsburg area. They performed 
pieces ranging in genre from jazz to classical 
music. The performance went on without a 
hitch. 

“I think our students did a great job 
and did exactly what we were asking them 
to do,” Mr. Horst said. 

DV represents at county 
chorus concert

DV choir members perform song 
“Baba Yetu” at county concert.
Contributed Photo

“The freedom I enjoy from 
being an American.”

Tom Spillane 
 Class of 2016

“Being able to participate 
in Yearbook.”

Alexis Kiederer
Class of 2014



Drug-smuggling tunnel exposed
Offi cials shut down drug-smuggling tunnel on U.S.-Mexican border
BY ELENA ESHLEMAN

Photography Editor

Twelve million dollars’ worth of marijuana and 
cocaine was seized after the discovery of a sophisticated 
drug-smuggling tunnel between San Diego, Calif. 
and Tijuana, Mexico, according to U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement.  � e tunnel is classi� ed 
as one of the most complex to date, complete with 
electricity, ventilation and an 
electronic rail system.  

� e “super tunnel” is 
35 feet below the surface 
and spans nearly 600 
yards, a creation o�  cials 
predicted was a structural 
challenge to build, which 
likely required both 
architects and engineers 
to accomplish. � e 
construction likely took 
at least a year and had cost 
an estimated two million 
dollars.

After several weeks 
of surveillance, the 
passageway was shut down and three suspected drug 
runners were taken into custody. 

� e tunnel was built by the Sinaloa cartel, a 
notorious drug tra�  cking organization named 
after the Mexican state where the gang was formed, 

according to U.S. Attorney Laura Du� y. 
According to Forbes Magazine, the cartel’s drug 

boss and leader, Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman, has 
established an organization worth over one billion 
dollars. � e U.S. Treasury Department has declared 
him the most in� uential tra�  cker in the world. 

� e cartel connected a warehouse in Mexico 
with one in a California industrial park via the 
tunnel, but drugs never reached the United States, 

a major � nancial loss for El 
Chapo. 

“� is serves as yet 
another warning to 
these organizations that 
mistakenly believe that 
tunnels will be their ticket 
to success,” said Derek 
Benner, a special agent 
in charge of Homeland 
Security Department 
investigations in San Diego.

� e tunnel is the eighth 
major passage a�  liated 
with drug smuggling and 
distribution discovered in 
San Diego since 2006. 

“We have the border underground fairly well 
monitored,” said special agent in charge of the Drug 
Enforcement Administration in San Diego, William 
R. Sherman. “If you’re building a tunnel, we know 
about it.”

BY RYAN CURRY

Sta�  Writer

On Nov. 3, a large 
collection of stolen 
artwork was found in 
Munich, Germany. 
� e artwork was in 
possession of the son of a 
Nazi-a�  liated art dealer 
who held onto the works 
to prevent them from 
being con� scated and 
destroyed by the Nazis. 

His collection, 
appraised at over $1.3 
billion, was accumulated 
over the years from various art raids that the Nazis had 
done in an attempt to purge the world of things they 
thought of as “sub-human.” � e art dealer they had 
hired, Hildebrand Gurlitt, took it upon himself to keep 
some of the artifacts that the Nazis would have ordered 
to be destroyed. In total, his collection included over 
1,400 looted works of art. � ese included the works of 

Picasso, Toulouse-Lautrec, Nolde, Renoir, Courbet and 
Matisse. One work was a piece from Jewish artist Marc 
Chagall, con� scated due to the artist’s religious beliefs. 

� is piece of artwork was not 
even known to exist due to 
its con� scation. Some pieces 
date back as far as the 16th 
century.

� ese pieces of art 
were left in the possession 
of Gurlitt’s son, Cornelius 
Gurlitt. � e hoard was 
discovered in his Munich 
apartment, which was 
searched after the German 
authorities claimed that 
Gurlitt was evading taxes. He 

would often carry around large sums of money, adding to 
the suspicion of German o�  cials. As it turns out, Gurlitt 
would sell a painting every now and again when he ran 
short on money.

However, now that the art has been con� scated from 
Gurlitt’s apartment, the question of ownership is still 
fresh in the minds of the police. Due to the fact that most 

of the paintings 
were looted by 
the Nazis during 
their reign, most 
of the original 
owners are either 
dead or are not 
entirely sure 
which pieces 
belonged to 
what museum.

One issue 
is the fact that 
Gurlitt claims 
that some of the 
pieces actually 
do belong to 
him, despite 
their con� scation. Naturally, if this can be veri� ed, the 
paintings will be returned to him.

“When we come to the conclusion that with certain 
paintings no crime was committed, they may have to 
be returned to the collector in Munich,” said Augsburg 
State prosecutor Reinhard Nemetz.

Valuable art hoard located in Germany
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BY MARISA BALCARCEL

Arts & Literature Editor

During the government shutdown a request was submitted 
for a group of World War II veterans to visit the Washington 
memorial, but it was rejected by the Obama administration.

Eight Republican congressmen who were led by Michele 
Bachmann and Steve King helped the veterans get through the 
barriers that were blocking the memorial and get by the park 
police.

� e vets were able to take over Capitol Hill and knock down 
the barricades to get to the memorial, just as planned.

 � e reason for being at the memorial was to pay respects to 
fallen comrades.

 “� e honor � ight is a national organization that provides 
free � ights to and from Washington D.C. for World War II 
veterans. For many of these veterans, this is the � rst and only 
time they have visited the National Memorial,” said reporter Ben 
Swann.

Time after time the government leaves the impression that 
the memorials are for the people to  bene� t and for them to 
honor the troops that lost their lives, but this event brought up 
the question, do the American people own the memorials or 
does the government? 

With the large amount of veterans taking over the memorial, 
police did as much as they could to stop them, but e� orts were 
wasted and they allowed them to honor the memorials. 

“It’s great to see veterans descend upon Washington D.C. 
and gracefully show whose nation this belongs to: the people 
of the United States of America,” reported Kyle Becker of the 
Independent Journal.

Veterans hassled for 
honoring memorial
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BY GRACE FARRELL

Sports Editor

 Appearances are deceiving.  We  
see these � awless women in magazines 
and movies and think to ourselves, “Why 

can’t I look like that?” Of course some 
people are born blessed with the perfect 
nose, jutting jaw and cheekbones and 
perfectly shaped eyes, but what if you 
could just paint over all of your � aws? 

Airbrushing is a new technique many 
make-up artists are using today.  Instead of 
spending countless hours retouching and 

editing a photograph online, these artists 
are able to physicallly apply natural face-
coloring spray paint directly on models.  

What is unique about this newly 
developed system is that instead of masking 
blemishes like regular concealer, the 
airbrushing system completely evens out 
the skin tone, giving models that desirable 
� awless glow.

“We can completely reconstruct the 
way a model’s face looks without the help 
of plastic surgery,” said Christina Kazadzis, 
head makeup artist at Touch of Color.  

A basic airbrush kit costs around 
$130, however that is just for covering the 

blemishes.  Many professional makeup 
artists at photo shoots de� ne cheekbones, 
thin noses, reshape eyes and even de� ne 
jaw lines. � is total package costs around 
$2,000. 

Don’t worry fellas, the airbrush kit 
will work on you too!  Sources have 
spotted many male actors getting their abs 
airbrushed for a more de� ned look.  (Shout 
out to Robert Pattinson).

So if you’re ever feeling insecure about 
the way you look, drop a couple hundred 
dollars on the airbrush makeup system.  
Remember folks, society is not ugly; you 
are.  

BY JESSICA BALCARCEL

News Co-Editor

Senior Travis Dacey has shown his 
exceptional art skills which have gotten 
him recognized by art teacher Mrs. 
Christine Sweeney.

Travis is originally from Monroe 
Woodbury High School and he came 
to Delaware Valley his freshman year. 
Since attending DV he has taken several 
art classes, such as Ceramics 1, Painting 
1 and Jewelry Design and is currently 
taking Ceramics 2, Painting 2 and 
Housing Design. He enjoys 
taking these classes because he is 
able to express himself in a new 
piece of art.

Creating art has been Travis’ 
passion since he was young, and 
he takes any chances he can get 
to take di� erent art classes. 
Travis is an extremely 
diverse artist; he 
creates works ranging 
from jewelry design, 
sketching, sculpting 
and painting. 

His favorite 
artistic technique 
is sketching, and 
when he is home he 
likes realism drawing 
most. In school, Travis 
creates fashion sketches 
and stylized drawings.

Travis’ inspiration for 
creating new works of art 
usually come from movies 
or television shows, and 
he likes to use his free time 

to create new 
pieces.

Travis 
s a i d , 
“Lots of 
w o r k 
g o e s 
into it and when I’m done it is sad 
because I can’t work on it anymore, 

but I am still happy with my 
work.”

Travis’ role models 
are the art teachers at 
DV.

“� ey are unlike 
other teachers and go 
out of there way to 
encourage me,” said 
Travis.

Having a passion 
for crafting new 

designs, Travis intends 
on continuing a career in 

art. He hopes to be involved 
in Fashion Interior Design 
consisting of designing 
apparel, housing and 
furniture.

BY RACHAEL SMITH

Sta�  Writer

Having started his music career at 
a young age, junior Curtis Jaeger has 
come a long way in multiple aspects of 
musicality. His dad played music around 
the house since he was born, and his 
mom pushed him to take piano lessons 
at a young age, so he was well on his way 
to joining the musical world.

“I started on piano and went to 
violin and then bass… after that… I 
went to horn, and then I started picking 
up clarinet and cello and [a little bit] of 
viola,” Curtis said, but “voice is what I’ve 
been getting into most lately.”

Recently, Curtis made � fth place 
in district chorus for the tenor section, 
which has raised his hopes of advancing 
onto Regionals and possibly States.

District chorus is not the only 
ensemble Curtis is a part of; he has 
also been in chamber choir, chamber 
orchestra and county choir. Furthermore, 
he has been a part of multiple theater 
productions, which have led him to love 
drama and acting. In fact, theater is a 
career he would love to pursue.

“Planning [a career] in an 
environment like this is hard because 
you just kind of have to be in the right 
place at the right time, which I would 
hope to happen, but I think I would 
love to do theater as a big piece of it… I 
like the technical aspects and the acting, 
obviously, and singing and everything, 
so Broadway would be amazing, but I’m 
not expecting anything,” he said.

Even if he does not make it to the 
big stage, music will always be a big part 

of Curtis’s life, whether it’s by playing 
instruments, composing music, singing 
or pursuing another hobby he may take 
up.

“It is crazy; [my music and acting] 
bring me to a lot of di� erent places,” said 
Curtis. “You meet a lot of new people, 
especially in the theater/arts area. Practice 
is always a big piece of it, and getting new 
life experiences is also a big part of it.”

Practice is crucial to musicians, but 
Curtis also � nds one other act important: 
acceptance—musicians need “acceptance 
of people, of di� erent styles, of di� erent 
things” and the willingness to try new 
things.

  Spotlight Musician
         C�� i� J�e���     

   Spotlight Artist
           Tr��i� Da���     
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Fashion Aware

Curtis has been playing piano and 
singing since a young age.
Photo by Rachael Smith

Contributed Photo
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BY NATHANAEL KING

Science & Technology, Design Editor

In light of the rising danger presented by school 
shootings over the past decade, administrators at 
Delaware Valley School District have been making 
special e� orts to keep DV students and faculty safe.

Two men have been instrumental in implementing 
and pushing security measures – Chief of school police 
o�  cer Mr. Mark Moglia and Director of Administrative 
Services Mr. Chris Lordi. 

Chief Moglia has worked as a police o�  cer in the 
district since 2007. Since 2009, he and Mr. Lordi have 
been the heads of DV’s safety committee. 

� ey have been in charge of private security 
meetings, which are held to discuss new safety measures 
the district decides to implement. However, not all of 
these measures are made public, as doing so can actually 
be counterproductive to keeping the school, and 
students, safe.

� e safety plan that the administration has designed 
is applicable to all buildings in the district. Included in 
this safety plan is an all-hazard toolkit, which is a go-to 
guide for faculty members in the protocol to follow in 
27 emergencies.

What has also been made public is that more card-
access doors are being added in the district. � ese are 
doors that are magnetically locked and deactivated by 
swiping a card, which prevents access by unauthorized 
persons.

What most students at DV are also aware of are the 
numerous security cameras installed in the building, 
which are used mainly by the administration o�  ces to 
investigate disciplinary issues but would no doubt be 
useful in the case of an emergency.

Additionally, at elementary schools 
in the district, fences are 
being built 

a r o u n d 
playgrounds to prevent 
access by anyone in the 
parking lot.

Just this year in the 
high school, the guidance 

o�  ce was moved closer to the 
11/12 o�  ce, which is now the 
only entrance point for guests at 
DV (preventing outside access to 
the covered walkway by the 9/10 

e n t r a n c e ) . 
� is prevents a possible security 
breach by keeping non-students or 
non-faculty members from coming into contact with 
students throughout building. 

Finally, more training sessions for sta�  members 
are underway.  In these training sessions, the faculty is 
taught how to handle certain school-based crises, such 
as medical emergencies. � ey are also trained on how 
to handle the new “go kits” that have been placed in 
all of the classrooms, which are used during outdoor 
evacuations. Teachers are often seen carrying these 
during � re drills.

It goes without saying, however, that implementing 
these new measures is di�  cult.

Despite issues such as communication, the 
dominant issue the administration faces is that people do 
not want to think about the possibility of an emergency 
happening at DV. 

For example, Chief Moglia believes that schools 
should be required to hold active shooter drills. 

“� e problem is, it’s scary and people don’t 
want to think about it. Fire drills work, so 
why wouldn’t active shooter drills? . . . Under 

crisis situations people need to be able to think 
straight,” he said.

At this point the state of Pennsylvania mandates 
� re drills and evacuation drills. In addition, it is 

mandatory for the faculty to attend meetings where the 
security updates are rolled out. 

Despite the roadblocks they face, Chief Moglia and 
Mr. Lordi are optimistic about these measures. � e sign-
out sheets, hall monitors and card access doors are a few 
of many precautions that have been implemented to 
keep students safe at DV.

Chief Moglia and Mr. Lordi feel these policies 
might contribute to more than just security; they also 
help build a safe and healthy community.

“All safety should be in the background. � e priority 
is education, and the higher the safety the more valuable 
the education will be,” Mr. Lordi concluded.

DV makes district wide efforts to 
tighten up security
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In the past decade, the Delaware Valley School District has 
taken numerous steps towards creating a safe environment 
for students to learn. With the introduction of the state 
program “Work, Play, Safety” several years ago, a 
committee comprised of employees from across 
the district was set up dedicated to dealing with 
the schools’ safety issues. At � rst, the committee 
meetings were primarily about employee safety, 
but now they have evolved into being about 
both the employees as well as the students. 
Classroom sign out sheets, card-access doors and 

visitor badges are only a few of the safety measures DV has 
set in place since the start of the committee. In addition 

to these safety measures, the school must endure a 
safety assessment two times a year as well as place 

new “go kits” in each classroom. � ese are only 
a few safety precautions taken at Delaware 
Valley to create a more secure school setting.

SUMMARY BY ALYSSA KELLY

Editor in Chief
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What security features 
would you like to see 

added At Dv?
BY RYAN CURRY AND ALAYNA MASKER

“More police 
offi cers in case 

of  a break-in.” 
Nichole Seul 

Class of 2015

“More cameras 
and offi cers could be 

helpful.” 
Josh Shepard

 Class of 2015

“The covered walk-
way could be more 

secure.” 
Kristie Hoppe
 Class of 2014

“More metal detec-
tors in the entrance 

points.”  
Nicholas Kuryluk 

Class of 2014

a timeline of what dv has 
done over the years

           August 2001
Security vestibules constructed at all 
school entrances

              July 2010
Update of security fencing in designated 
areas

         November 2009
Workplace Safety Committee formed

       September 2009
Installed Card Access points at building 
entry points around the district

        August 2008
Crisis Manual Flip Charts purchased for 
each classroom

         October 2007
Second round of security cameras in-
stalled

       November 2007
School Police Offi cers (SPO) hired

       April 2006 
First security cameras installed

 July 2011
Security cameras added to schools buses   August 2012

Completed upgrade to security 
vestibules for secretaries – door bells and 
cameras added to all doors for 
secretaries to view person trying to enter 
the building

  July 2013
• Finished security camera install – all buildings now covered

• Updates to additional security fencing around the district
• Purchased Go-Kits for every classroom and offi ces

• Installed additional Card Access points at DVHS, DDES & SES
• Purchased safety videos for staff trainings

• Changed student pickup/drop-off at 11/12 high school only during the day

INFORMATION GATHERED BY ERIN MCNEELY  
  Managing Editor

 March 2013
Hired an additional SPO

Security 
How Delaware Valley 

Keeps Students and 
Faculty Safe
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BY COURTNEY THOMPSON

World News Editor

Set in Ohio in 1973, “Tales of the 
Madman Underground” by John Barnes 
explores six days in the life of a teenage 
outcast who is tired of being labeled. 

Karl Shoemaker, the perfectly bitter and 
sarcastic narrator, begins his story with a goal 
– to have a normal senior year.

Being normal requires immense planning 
and determination. Since the fourth grade, 
Karl has been a mandatory member of the 
school’s therapy group, which the members 

call the “Madmen Underground.” Despite 
the reputation that comes with being a 
Madman, the bene� ts tempt Karl into 
staying in the group. His best friends are 
Madmen, and the group is more of a family 
to him than his � oosy, alcoholic mom and 
her countless cats.

As Karl attempts to avoid his “freak” 
best friend, he meets the newest Madman, a 
friendly girl named Marti who softens Karl’s 
pessimistic personality. Now his endeavor to 
change is even more di�  cult. 

One review called the novel “a teenage 
‘One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest,’” which 
is a spot-on description.

Karl is a great narrator. His narration 
is vulgar and straight-forward, but never 
misplaced or hyperbolized. � rough Karl’s 
eyes, the reader gets a sense of who he is, 
along with an understanding of the Madmen 
group as a whole.

Despite the serious issues addressed in 
“Tales of the Madmen Underground,” the 
book is enjoyable to read thanks to Karl’s 
witty inner dialogue, which provides comic 
relief.

“Tales of the Madmen Underground” 
is relatable to teenagers, and I highly 
recommend it.

BY DALLAS ERNST

Entertainment Editor

Senior Amanda Corrieri, a member 
of the Creative Writing Club, has been 
writing for as long as she can remember.

Amanda could read at a young age 
and had a strong interest in literature, 
but as she grew older and her writing 
matured, she desired to write works of 
her own.

Typically a writer of horror, Amanda 
has also dabbled in romance. Overall, her 
writing is � ctional.

In an assignment for the Creative 
Writing Club, Amanda told the story of a 
young couple whose lives were entangled 
in mystery and death, with detail and 
suspense. 

She describes her writing style as 
“really descriptive,” which is essential 
when it comes to horror writing.

Regardless of the genre or subject 
matter, Amanda has certain quirks when 
it comes to her writing.

“I have to be in the mood,” she said. 
“When I am, it just � ows.” 

When faced with the obstacle of 
writer’s block, Amanda tries to “� nd 
inspiration in other facets of [her] life.”

Amanda is devoted to reading the 
classics. One of her favorite novels is 
“Lolita” by Vladimir Nabokov because 
“the language is like poetry.”

 A writing career does not seem to be 
in Amanda’s future, at least not as a main 
career, but she hopes to write poetry, 
editorials and other side literary work.

Amanda encourages everyone to 
write, saying, “Even if it’s terrible now, 
you’ll look back on it and smile.”

Spotlight Writer
 Am�nd� C�r�����

Writer’s Sample

Photo and Caption by Elena Eshleman

With the idea of summer 
pulsing through my vibrant 
veins I took o�  like a gust 
of wind, down the gravel 
� oor beneath my feet. I 
could feel the sun staining 
my cheeks with vitamin 
D and a whole new world 
was awaiting me. I opened 
my arms as if to welcome 
this intoxicating fantasy of 
a new life whole heartedly 
and ran toward the forest. 
� ere I stopped to catch 
my breath on the hill I had 
run many times before, but 
never had it tasted so sweet.

Not once had I stopped 
and let the buttercups taint 
my supple � ngertips with 
sweet yellow.

Not once had I curved 
my teeth into an awkward 
smile that few people get to 
experience.

On Saturday, Nov. 16, Delaware Valley art students and teachers visited 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City. Students were exposed 
to various art forms from around the globe, including pieces from 
acclaimed artists such as Van Gogh, Caravaggio, and Pollock. 
Over a dozen specialty exhibitions were on display, which grouped artwork 
and photographs based on the artist, medium, and time period. One of 
the exhibitions, a collection of Islamic art, displayed elaborate patterned 
carpets as well. 
Sculpture and architectural fragments were also scattered throughout the 
building. For Art History and Painting teacher, Mrs. Irene Lantz, the Indian 
sculptures, which included Bodhisattvas and Buddhas, were most striking.  
The Yakshis, mythological female beings, were particularly interesting to 
Mrs. Lantz.
 “They almost had a lyrical quality to them. They made the female form 
look so beautiful and they allowed femininity to have an open voice.”
Thousands of pieces were on display for the students and teachers to 
view.
 “It was the biggest place I had even been to,” said art student Hannah 
Sorrell, “I didn’t think I would have the time to see everything.”
The trip included all AP Art History students and selected artists from 
classes such as Drawing, Painting, Computer Art, and Ceramics.
The historical background imbedded in the artwork was evident. Students 
were shown multicultural works with strong themes and ideas from both 
the ancient and modern world, which are bound to inspire future pieces of 
their own. 

Art students visit the MET

Book Review



BY BECKY STIEB

Opinions Editor

Miley Cyrus is sweeping the 
nation with her new album Bangerz.  
It was released mid-October and sold 
270,000 copies in its � rst week alone. 
It is currently No. 1 in more than 70 
countries. 

Bangerz is not only a way for 
Miley to project her new sound 
but it also showcases a story. � e 
album expresses Cyrus’ love story 
between her and her ex-� ancé Liam 
Hemsworth.  Her � rst single is “Adore 
You” which explains her a� ection 
toward Liam and gradually through 
every song projects the fragile end 
of the relationship.  � e � nal song is 
“Someone Else’’ and this is the typical 
moving on song where she writes that 
she has become a new person who 
cannot be hurt by him anymore. 

I am completely in love with 
Bangerz. In my opinion, it was written 
and produced in an artistic manner. I 
know that Miley’s new image comes 
with plenty of controversy, especially 
with the “Wrecking Ball” music 
video. 

� e “Wrecking Ball” music 
video, to say the least, was a tragic 
mess.  Cyrus’ intentions of the video 
were not portrayed in the way she had 
hoped they would. � e nudity on the 
wrecking ball was to symbolize how 
distraught and stripped bare Liam 
left her. It was not just another crazy 
act of the new Miley as many think. 
Another questionable piece was her 
gestures throughout the video which 
were meant to represent her addiction 
to the pain of the break-up.

Miley has come a long way from 
her “Hoedown � rowdown” days.  I 
think it’s hard for the public to let 
child stars, especially Disney stars, 
grow into adulthood. No matter 
what Miley did to bloom into her 
twenties, it would still not be good 
enough. I respect Miley for having 
the courage to continue showing her 
real self to her fans especially with 
the negativity surrounding her new 
image. Welcome back, Miley, you 
have been missed. 

Music Review       
Miley Cyrus 
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In the romantic comedy “About Time”, the men in a close-
knit family of four from Cornwall, England, have a strange secret 
that only they can uphold. 

At the age of 21, Tim Lake (Domhnall Gleeson) � nds out 
a secret from his father that they can both travel back in time.  
� is power can � x any mistake, gain information or expand the 
extending of memories that they were personally involved in or 
present for.

Tim never had luck with love or romance with girls; he was 
always lonely and unlucky. He travels to London to start training 
as a lawyer in hopes to eventually � nd love. 

One night at a restaurant, Tim meets a lady named Mary 
(Rachel McAdams) whom he falls in love with at � rst sight. 

To avoid any spoilers and to make a long story short, after a 
bunch of mishaps and re-tries, Tim lives a successful life with a 
loving family of his own.  

Tim experiences ups and downs of many emotional times, but 
most important of all, he learns that it is best to live every moment 
of each day as though it’s a special new beginning. 

� is movie had me laughing, crying and kept me passionate 
towards the character’s feelings. 

I would de� nitely recommend “About Time” to those who 
enjoy a movie that can make you laugh while being emotional, 
with a sensitive heart; especially those ladies out there who are a 
sucker for the typical love story. But let me just say, this isn’t so 
typical; it’s a wish every person has to go back in time and make 
things perfect.
BY JENNY WISNIEWSKI

Entertainment Co-Editor

� e typical � ashy feeling that usually is thought of when 
hearing Las Vegas was captured in the new motion picture “Last 
Vegas.”

 � e movie begins with a glimpse of the childhood of four 
friends Billy, Paddy, Archie and Sam. It then speeds up to the 
present with the four boys as older men played by actors Michael 
Douglas, Robert De Niro, Morgan Freeman and Kevin Kline. 
� ese men have all gone their separate ways in growing up, but are 
soon reunited when Billy (Michael Douglas), decides to propose 
to his young sweetheart Lisa (Bre Blair). 

Lisa is half his age and clearly not what most expect a 64-year-
old to marry. � e wedding is set to take place in Las Vegas. All the 
men arrive in Vegas and meet Diana (Mary Steenburgen), a singer 
in a nearby casino. Diana catches Billy’s eye and seems to continue 
to amaze him throughout the entire movie. A spark is created and 
can’t be missed due to the love connection between the two. 

On the day Billy is to be wed, Paddy asks if Billy truly loves 
Lisa, his answer in turn calls o�  the wedding. All of the men head 
back to their hometowns but continue to stay in touch.

 As the movie nears the end, it gets disturbed by a phone call 
from Billy announcing he is getting married to Diana, the girl who 
stole his heart in Vegas. If you’re in the mood for a huge comedy 
then this is not the movie for you, but if you want to laugh a little 
and enjoy some romance, then this movie is spot on. 

BY NICOLE SIMERSON

Sta�  Writer

Movie Reviews Last VegasRated:
PG-13 

Rated: 
RAbout Time

BY KRISTI LICAUSI

Arts & Literature Co-Editor

Steve McQueen’s latest � lm, “12 Years 
a Slave,” has been making enormous waves 
since its silver-screen debut on Nov. 
8. 

Based on true events, “12 Years a 
Slave” follows the story of Solomon 
Northrup, a free black New Yorker 
in the antebellum United States. 
Enticed by a job o� er, he ventures 
to Washington, D.C. where he was 
to meet with supposed employers. 
Instead, he is kidnapped and sold into 
the slave trade with seldom hope of 
returning to his family, let alone his 
previous state of freedom. 

By all accounts, critics seem to 
agree “12 Years a Slave” is a piece 
of art, deeming it challenging, thought-
provoking and equally as powerful—a 
sure Oscar winner. Some, like McQueen 
himself, have gone as far as to say “12 Years 

a Slave” is a necessary � lm. 
Others, however, disagree.
“12 Years a Slave” forces audiences to 

confront unwelcome realities. In explicit 
detail, the � lm illustrates an accurate, 

unadulterated image of the harshness and 
savagery of slavery. While acknowledging 
its authenticity and validity, many, like 
Associated Press writer Christy Lemire, have 

labeled “the level of abuse and torture levied 
upon main character Solomon Northrup 
and his indentured kind” nothing short of 
exploitation. 

Some of the � lm’s most di�  cult scenes 
include the brutalization, chaining, 
torture, hanging and murder of 
slaves. Such violence has proved 
too much for some viewers; at the 
Toronto Film Festival, audience 
members were reported to have left 
the theater, too shocked to � nish 
the � lm. 

Like Lemire, several members 
of the cinematic Fourth Estate 
have been turned o�  by McQueen’s 
desire to accentuate the o� enses 
perpetrated in the name of “State 
Rights” in his overview of the 
United States, pre-Civil War, 

deeming such a level of violence and 
brutality unnecessary to communicate the 
point of the � lm. 

Historical fi lm stirs up mixed emotions

Source: Filmschoolrejects



BY GIORGIA DAHLQUIST

News Co-Editor

Over the years, humans have observed 
and believed that dogs wag their tails 
when they are happy or are being 
friendly. � is is possibly one of the 
most common misinterpretations 
of dogs. Some wags are associated 
with happiness while others 
are a sign of fear, insecurity or a 
warning not to take another step.

Like the human face, a dog’s 
tail is a means of communication 
for canines. Scientists have 
focused their attention on two 
di� erent aspects of the wags 
including position and pattern of 
movement.

� e position of the tail acts 
as a sort of emotional meter 
indicating how the dog is feeling. 
When the tail is positioned at a 
middle height it suggests that the dog is 
relaxed. If the tail is held in a horizontal 
position, it usually means that the dog is 
attentive and perceptive. � e more vertical 
the tail is, the more of a threat the dog can 

potentially be. � e lower the tail drops is 
a sign that the dog feels submissive. When 
tucked under the body, it means that the 
dog is scared, frightened, or worried. 

Besides position, movement is another 

indicator of a dogs’ current emotion. � e 
speed of the wag displays how excited the 
dog is. � ere are various combinations of 
movements that indicate di� erent feelings. 

A slight wag with only a small sweep is 

normally found during greetings. A broad 
wag is a friendly way a dog indicates that it 
is pleased, which is the common happiness 
wag. A slow wag in a low position is a sign 
of insecurity. High-speed, tiny movements 

have been seen when the dog is 
about to either run or � ght; if it is 
held high it is a sign to stay away.

Tail wagging isn’t solely a dog 
to communicate with humans, it’s 
also for other canines to pick up 
emotional cues from one another. 

In a series of lab experiments, 
dogs watched di� erent videos 
on several types of tail wags and 
the majority of them reacted the 
same way. When they viewed 
a dog wagging its tail to its left 
side their heart rate went up and 
they became anxious. On the 
other hand, when they saw a dog 
wagging its tail to the right side 
they remained relaxed and their 

heart rate didn’t change. 
“Dogs are better at reading each other’s 

body language than we are,” says E’Lise 
Christensen Bell, Veterinary Behaviorist at 
Behavior Consultations of NYC. 

BY STEVEN GOSCH

Science & Technology Co-Editor

Since the � rst known deaths reported 
in New York in 2006, the brown bat 
population of Northeastern America has 
decreased drastically, with the death toll 
reaching over 6.7 million as of 2013.

In April, researchers entered the second-
largest known bat habitat in Pennsylvania, 
an abandoned iron-ore mine in Durham 
Pa., which is less than 90 minutes from 
Milford. What they found inside was 
devastating. Of the over 10,000 brown 
bats that resided there, only 23 were 
found alive. � e bats that lay dead 
on the cave � oor had all succumbed 
to the same 
d i s e a s e , 
White-Nose 
Syndrome 
(WNS). 

W N S 
continues to spread 
down the east coast like wild� re. 
It has been con� rmed in over 115 caves 
in nine states but ranges as far south as 
Georgia and Alabama, major areas for bat 

hibernation. As of 2013, it was 
deemed as the number one cause 
of bat deaths in the US with 
mortality rates of over 95 percent. 
WNS is a major concern to the US Fish & 
Wildlife Service because it poses the threat 
of rapid extinction upon multiple species 
of bats that call eastern caverns their 
home.

� e fungus, scienti� cally known 
as Pseudogymnoascus destructans, 
a� ects a bats wings, nose, muzzle and 
ears, and  is spread through bat-to-bat 
contact during � ight. 

As bats exit their caves for the 
nightly feast, they constantly bump into 
one another as they � y, creating a quick 

path for the fungus that can 
adhere to their 
fur like Velcro. 
After various 

tests, it was also 
con� rmed that 

the fungus is also 
found in the cave soil. � e fungus has 

been easily spread from one cave to another 
through the growth of tourism in them.

As an attempt to stop the fungus from 

spreading to other 
parts of the US and 

Canada, visitors to caves 
are urged to disinfect 

their clothing after 
exiting a cave - or 
to not enter them 
entirely. In recent 

months, the fungus 
has proved virtually 
immune to most, 
if not all, of what 
modern medicine has 
to o� er. 

Current costs of 
treating WNS, as well 

as performing laboratory research and 
experiments on it, exceed billions of dollars 
each year, so desperate e� orts have been put 
into e� ect this upcoming fall season. 

As the temperatures begin to decrease 
and bats begin to hibernate, scientists will 
soon enter caves to assess the damages 
that WNS caused this year. With most 
WNS cases being reported and con� rmed 
in Pennsylvania, the only hopes that the 
fungus will subside lay in the hands of 
science, medicine and time.

WNS is a major concern to the US Fish & 
Wildlife Service because it poses the threat 
of rapid extinction upon multiple species 
of bats that call eastern caverns their 

� e fungus, scienti� cally known 
as Pseudogymnoascus destructans, 
a� ects a bats wings, nose, muzzle and 
ears, and  is spread through bat-to-bat 

As bats exit their caves for the 
nightly feast, they constantly bump into 
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Fungus ravages brown bat population
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Tech Review
iPhone 5s

Behaviorists fi nd that dogs’ tails tell tales

BY MATT FALKENBURG

Sports Co-Editor

Apple released its new product 
the iPhone 5s on Sept. 21 with 
great excitement from customers. 
� e phone’s new advancements 
came about by tweaking the 
software from previous versions 
and have made new editions that 
separate it from any phone out 
there.

� e feature I was most excited 
for was the Touch ID, and it 
works perfectly. Touch ID can be 
programmed to recognize up to 
� ve di� erent � ngerprints and can 
also be paired with the normal 
iPhone number pass code. � e 
Touch ID has greatly improved the 
experience of having an iPhone for 
users. � e iPhone 5s also comes 
with Apple’s newest software 
update iOS 7.

Other improvements were 
also made, such as improving the 
iPhone’s camera and changing 
the color schemes with the new 
aluminum body. � e camera 
has been upgraded to an 8 mega 
pixel camera, which has improved 
picture quality and is now paired 
with a  Dual LED “true tone” 
� ash.

� ese two changes to the 
camera make sure every picture is 
bright and clear, making a huge 
di� erence from the iPhone’s past 
camera. Apple has even thought of 
changing their signature colors to 
something more modern.

� e new iPhone 5s is available 
in silver, space gray and gold. � e 
new colors compliment the iPhone 
5s’s new shape which has been 
made slimmer and lighter. � e 
new size is great, but I would like 
the phone to have rounder edges 
in order for a more comfortable 
grip during usage.

� e iPhone 5s is a great 
addition to the iPhone family. 
I think it is a great phone and I 
would recommend it for anyone 
who is looking for a reliable 
smartphone.

Source: The Washington Post
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BY TIM COYLE

World News Co-Editor

In an attempt to lower crime rates 
in major cities, police are using a device 
called ShotSpotters to detect gunshots 
and their exact geographic location.

ShotSpotters are small electronic 
devices placed on city rooftops to detect 
gun shots. Washington D.C. has made 
good use of this technology by placing 
over 300 of them in about a third of the 
city. � ey have detected roughly 39,000 
di� erent gunshot incidents since 2009. 

“ShotSpotter gives you a speci� c 
location,” Kristopher Baumann, president 
of the D.C. police union, told the 
Washington Post. “You can 
go there and get out of the 
car. You can � nd a victim 
or shell casings.”

� e technology is useful 
in many ways including 
directing the police to 
the scene in less than 
40 seconds. Also, these 
devices are used to track 
patterns. � ey can tell you the number 
of rounds that was � red and the direction 

the bullet was � red from. Another bene� t 
of ShotSpotters is the technology can 
record the exact time of the incident, the 
street address and the latitude/longitude. 

ShotSpotters can do this by using 
a special method called triangulation 
to pinpoint the speci� c location of the 
gunshot. It uses at least three sensors in a 
particular area to ensure a more accurate 
location of the gunshot.

D.C. is among other cities like 
Boston, Omaha, San Francisco and 
Minneapolis that have invested in these 
devices.

One defect of this product is when 
a silencer is used or when a victim 
has been shot close range, the 

ShotSpotter does not pick it up.
“We don’t o� er a 100 percent 

ironclad guarantee to capture 100 percent 
of all shootings,” Clark said. “What we 
provide is a lot of gunshot intelligence 
that otherwise would not be attainable by 
any agencies.”

ShotSpotters enables    
police to hear it all
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BY NATHANAEL KING

Science & Technology Editor

To increase storage and power 
e�  ciency, Hitachi Global Storage 
Technologies (HGST) has 
successfully used helium in their hard 
drives, potentially revolutionizing 
the data industry.

� e Ultrastar He6 is a six 
terabyte hard drive, that, thanks to 
sealing helium inside of the drive, 
has a 50 percent greater storage 
capacity and uses 20 percent less 
power.

Normal hard drives are used to 
store data on magnetically patterned 
plates. Each has an arm suspended 
over the surface – nanometers 
stand between the platter and the 
arm. � e arm uses a magnetic � eld 
to write information on and read 
information o�  of the drive as it 
rotates (normally at 7,200 RPM). 

As the disc rotates at these high 
speeds the air surrounding the disc will 
rotate as well, which will create some 
resistance and � utter in the disk, which 

will require more power.
However, when that air is replaced by 

helium, the resistance is greatly decreased. 
Also, the magnetic arm can come closer to 
the disk, increasing the data density and 
therefore increasing the storage capacity.

Additionally, the He6 can � t seven 
platters instead of the standard � ve. 

However, some are skeptical if this 
new technology will work without failing. 
� e problem with helium is that it has 
a tendency to escape its container. Since 
the 1970s companies have been trying to 
be the � rst to use helium in their hard 
drives, and if the helium escapes the drive 

it will fail and any data stored on it could 
be lost.

HGST claims that its new “helioseal” 
technology prevents this from being an 
issue, and guarantees the He6 will work 
reliably for at least � ve years.

� e � rst to get to use this new 
technology includes a Chinese 
telecommunications company, computer 
company Hewlett-Packard (HP) and the 
European physics institute CERN. 
If the the He6 can stand the test of time, 
it would no doubt be a very lucrative 
method for data centers to inexpensively 
store more data.

Helium hard drives revolutionize data storage

Source: Datacenterknowledge.com

Gaming: not as bad as 
you think
BY WILLIAM MULLEN

Sta�  Writer

As numerous big name companies 
such as Rockstar, EA Games and TreyArch 
release their new latest hits like “GTA 5,” 
“FIFA 14” and “Call of Duty Ghost,” 
the classic gamer question is raised again; 
how do video games a� ect the brain and 
behavior? 

Many associate � rst-person shooters 
and violent car chase games with 
misbehavior and often times a starting 
point for criminal activities. However, 
this is not the case. Increased research is 
showing that video games can help people 
see better, learn more quickly, develop 
greater mental focus, become more 
spatially aware, estimate more 
accurately and multitask more 
e� ectively. Some video games 
can even make young people 
more empathetic, helpful and 
willing to share.

� e improvements on 
the brain is because achieving 
a high score in a game requires 
players to react quickly, while 
processing information 
in their peripheral 
vision, multi-
t a s k i n g , 
m a k i n g 
predictions 
a n d 
processing 
t h e 

constant player feedback. 
Research published in 2003 by 

Daphne Bavelier, a neuroscientist at the 
University of Rochester, NY and test 
subject Shawn Green found using a series 
of visual puzzles to demonstrate that 
individuals who played action games at 
least four days per week for a minimum 
of one hour per day were better than non-
gamers at rapidly processing complex 
information, estimating numbers of 
objects, controlling where their attention 
was focused spatially and switching 
rapidly between tasks.

Some may object and say that this 
is due to non-violent video games, but 
Bavelier and Green also conducted a 

test asking non-gamers to play 
the � rst-person shooter game 

“Medal of Honor” for one 
hour a day for 10 days, and 
found their ability to focus 
on environmental cues 
improved much more than 
those in a control group 
who played the classic puzzle 
game “Tetris.” Additional 
tests from other researchers 

came to similar 
conclusions.
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Source: Cinemassacre.com



By Marielle Cavallaro & 
Matthew FalkenBurg

Sports Co-Editors

There are always a few freshmen 
athletes who are somehow way above 
everyone else’s level.  They are fast, strong 
and have that spark and skill that gets 
their teammates going when it is needed 
most.  This fall sports season at DV was 
no exception.  

Head cross country coach Audrey 
Josephite noted that her two freshmen 
all-stars, Dakota Campbell and Vanessa 
Paolella, have “stepped up and filled new 
gaps, recorded new personal records at 
every meet, and have lots of potential for 
future seasons.”

Soccer standout Emma Burns started 
at right fullback for the girls’ varsity team.  
Burns’ “speed and ability to get the play 
moving forward” were not only noticed 
by head coach Donnel Leiva, but by other 
coaches in the league who named her to 
the Second Team All-Conference.  

On the boys’ soccer team, forward 
Abrar Shamim not only turned heads, but 
also turned the score in his team’s favor 
multiple times.  Coach Aaron Stark said 
that he looks to Abrar to “grow in his 
knowledge of the game, improve his play 
each year and lead us to a championship.”

On the volleyball court, both 
Hannah Gallagher and Tara Sayles made 
an impact on the success of their varsity 
team.  Hannah’s size and power were able 

to distract blockers who would have been 
responsible for other players.  Tara’s ability 
to serve, pass and hit gave the team the 
depth that was needed.  

Field hockey players Leah Yost and 
Maecy Chlebowski, who both started 
multiple varsity games this season, made 
their presence known on the field.  Maecy 
scored two goals, while Leah’s speed 
and aggression broke up many potential 
dangerous defensive situations.

As the only freshman to be moved up 
to practice and play with JV and varsity 
for the season, football player Kyle Dillon 
was known for his speed and physicality, 
which got him onto varsity special teams.  
Coach Keith Olsommer said, “He is 
a tremendous practice player, he’s a 

difference maker.”
McKenna Quinn started as the 

number one or two varsity tennis singles 
player all year.  Head coach Rick Batista 
said that “her work ethic was exceptional, 
and her athleticism was second to no one.”

On the golf course, Tyler Smith was 
a starter, which coach Jim Salus described 
as “not typical for a freshman.”   The team 
also hopes that Tyler will come back next 
season since he has shown an interest 
in football, because according to coach 
Salus, he would make a great impact on 
their success.

With these freshmen in line, Warrior 
Nation has a promising future in athletics.

Fall freshmen standouts make DV proud
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Girls’ Volleyball
1st team all-conference:
Alyssa Kelly & Jessica Balcarcel 

2nd team all-conference:
Taylor Braunagel & Bella Wood

Wyoming Valley Conference
Defensive Player of the Year:
Jessica Balcarcel

All-Regional: 
Alyssa Kelly & Jessica Balcarcel

All-State:
Alyssa Kelly

Football
All-Regional:
Luke Ritter & Matt Wagner

1st team all-conference:
Luke Ritter, Matt Wagner 
& Lex Rosario

2nd team all-conference:
Brendan Paulison, Zack Hines, 
Austin Cernek & Lex Rosario

Boys’ Soccer
1st team all-conference:
Abrar Shamim

2nd team all-conference:
Tadhg Dowd, Matthew Falkenburg 
& William Mullen

Girls’ Soccer
1st team all-conference:
Anna Chamberlin, Morgan Hagan 
& Nikki Cuccio

2nd team all-conference:
Olivia Kelly, Taryn Ficken 
& Emma Burns

Field Hockey
1st team all-conference:
Eileen D’Auria, Marielle Cavallaro, 
Grace Farrell & Hallie McClain

2nd team all-conference:
McKenna Conselyea 
& Jillian Degraw

Fall athletes recognized for season achievements

Boys’ varsity basketball head coach 
Kris Holtzer has recently created a 
skills company.  Through this company, 
officially named Kris Holtzer Basketball, 
he has had the opportunity to work 
with numerous elite high school 
and NBA players in order to further 
develop, strengthen and promote the 
Delaware Valley Warrior basketball 
team. Recently, assistant coach Corky 
McMullen of the Rutgers University 
basketball team paid a visit to the 
Warriors to talk about the recruiting 
process and what athletes should 
expect at the collegiate level. 
Contributed photo / Caption by Grace Farrell

Rutgers’ coach visits DV Collegiate Update
Shane 

McCrory
Class of 2013 graduate Shane 
McCrory ran in the USCAA National 
Championships on Nov. 8, placing 
69th out of 180 runners. McCrory 
is enrolled at Division III Penn 
State Wilkes Barre and majors in 
architectural engineering. At Penn 
State Wilkes Barre he runs for the 
cross country team, finishing first 
in the conference. The team also 
placed 8th at the USCAA National 
Championships. For McCrory the 
transition to collegiate sports was not 
hard, but it required more dedication 
to both school and athletics.
Contributed photo / 
Caption by Jessica Balcarcel

Compliled by: Jessica Balcarcel & Alyssa Kelly
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WINTER PREVIEWS
“I’m looking forward to another 
successful season.  We have a lot of good 
players, and we should get a lot of wins 
this year.”
   -Shane Fowler 
   

BOYS’ 
BASKETBALL

GIRLS’ 
BASKETBALL

“Everyone is excited to have a great 
season, and we are ready to put the 
time and e� ort into getting the results 
we want.”
   -Emily Peters

WRESTLING
“I feel that we are underestimated 
this year, but we have quite a lot of 
potential.”
   -Megan Pfuhler

COMPETITION CHEERLEADING

“We lost a decent number of seniors 
but there is still plenty of talent 
and upcoming freshmen, so we 
have high hopes for another league 
championship.”
   -Sean Prudhoe 

BOYS’ SWIMMING GIRLS’ SWIMMING DIVING
“We have many new swimmers this 
year, and they each bring something 
positive to the team.  With hard 
work during practice, I expect a very 
succerful season.”
   -Alex DeVilliers 

“I see a lot of potential in the team 
this year and look forward to seeing 
everyone test their courage on the 
board.”    
   -Rachael Smith 

Coaches:
Coach Al Holtzer, Coach Rick Batista, 
Coach Casey Donovan, Coach Amanda 
Holtzer 
Key Players:
Emily Peters, Marisa Balcarcel, Erin 
McNeely, Anna Chamberlin, Karin 
Destilo, Nikki Cuccio  

Coach:
Coach Jennifer Simonsen

Key Players:
Sarah Negron, Megan Pfuhler, Linda 
Aragon

Coaches:
Coach Lou DeLauro, Coach 
Anthony Comunale, Coach 
Steve Cholish, Coach Dave 
Sullivan

Key Players:
Jalen Palmer, Colin Iriwn, Frank Carrozza, Matt Wagner, PJ 
Testino, Billy Pearn 

Coaches:
Coach Kris Holtzer, Coach Jeff  Rainear, 
Coach Scott Nielsen, Coach Chris Neidig 

Key Players:
Shane Fowler, Joey Raniero, Luke Ritter, Joe Addvensky, Jon 
Geffrand, Dave Krause, Ralph Cordero 

Coach:
Coach Joseph Kusner 

Coach:
Coach Vicki 
Zielazny

Key Players:
Alex DeVilliers, 
Kristen DeVilliers, 
Tessa Walters 

Coach:
Coach Chelsea Koch 

Key Players:
AJ Blatzheim, Rachael 
Smith

“I hope to win Districts this year, 
along with winnng States.  It will 
take some time with our younger 
guys but we can get there again.”
  -Jalen Palmer   

Key Players:
Sean Prudhoe, Collin Deans, Colin 
Naturale, Jonathan Leili, Evan 
Gutman, Jamil Mirabito, Jordan 
Williams, Jonathan Ramirez

time and e� ort into getting the results 



BY ANNA CHAMBERLIN

News Editor

For the fourth 
consecutive year, the 
girls’ volleyball team has 
� nished o�  the season with 
a winning record and yet 
again, acquired the District 
Champion title, making 
Delaware Valley proud to 
have such a successful team 
representing their school. 

“We � nished with an 
overall successful season, thanks to all the dedication 
the girls gave at practice and the way we motivated each 
other during games so that we could get the wins that 
we needed during the span of the season,” said senior 
Alyssa Kelly. 

On Oct. 31 the Warriors traveled to the host school, 
North Pocono, to face the Hazelton Area Cougars for 

the district title and swept them in three 
quick sets. � is was the fourth year in row 
that the team has been crowned champions 
of District II. 

“It’s a really amazing feeling winning 
Districts four years in a row. We have 
developed a lot as a team, and overall it was a 
really great season,” said 
senior Jessica Balcarcel.

Having another 
district title under their 
belts, the Warriors were 
hoping to continue 
that momentum in the 

� rst round of state playo� s. � ey 
went up against District XI team 
Southern Lehigh and fell short 
three sets to none.  � e Warriors 
however did stay with the Spartans 
but couldn’t come up with the win. 
� e Warriors were stopped short of 

continuing in the State Playo� s. 
“� is was a great volleyball match,” head coach 

Bridget Crawford said. “It was one of the best 
performances we gave all season. � e di� erence was that 
we made a couple of errors at bad times. We passed the 
ball well, we served well. We just ran into a very good 
team.”

Although the 
Warriors ended their 
season on a loss, their 
overall season was 
successful in many ways 
and they reached goals 
that they will be excited 
to soar past next season. 

“It really is special 
and it always feels good 
when we are able to reach 
our goals,” said coach 
Crawford. 

BY MARIELLE CAVALLARO

Sports Co-Editor

� e Delaware Valley football team has given Warrior 
Nation plenty to cheer about this season.  Although they 
started o�  slow, the boys’ hard work and perseverance 
kept the season exciting.  

“I’m so proud of our guys; they’ve worked so hard 
and it’s paying o� ,” said head coach Keith Olsommer.  

On Nov. 8, the Warriors took on Emmaus High 
School, looking to advance to the Eastern Conference 
Championships.  DV held the Hornets for a while, 
but after multiple false start 
penalties against them, they 
gave up a touchdown.  

In the second quarter, 
junior Lex Rosario scored 
the Warrior’s � rst touchdown 
after a long run down the � eld 
by senior Jesse Feiss, putting 
the Warriors up 7-6.  Soon 
after, senior Collin Irwin 
intercepted an Emmaus 
pass, and ran 31 yards for 
a touchdown, widening the 
score gap to 13-6.  

Shortly after, the 
Hornets had a touchdown 
called back, but they went 
on to score one the next 
play, making it 13-12.  Irwin 
came through again for the 
Warriors, blocking Emmaus’ attempt at an extra point, 
which kept Delaware Valley ahead.  Halfway through 
the third quarter, Rosario scored again for the Warriors, 
and after the extra point was blocked, gave DV a 19-13 

lead over the Hornets.  
� e fourth quarter yielded a back and forth 

game, with Emmaus having two incomplete 
passes in the end zone.  A great punt by senior 
kicker Brendan Paulison in the last two minutes 
secured the win for Delaware Valley.  

Two game balls were given out after 
the game, one to Rosario, and the other to 
Paulison.  

“Lex is one of the better players in the 
league, and he’s proving he can catch, throw, 
run and block; he’s a great overall football 

player,” said head coach 
Keith Olsommer as he 
added, “Paulison is the best 
kicker in our league.  He has 
improved plenty this year and 
had great punts tonight.”  

On Nov. 15, the Warriors 
faced o�  against Lehigh Valley 
powerhouse, the Nazareth Blue 
Eagles.  

� e Blue Eagles scored and 
had a successful extra point, 
putting them up 7-0 over DV 
with six minutes left in the 
� rst quarter.  A minute later, 
Delaware Valley scored, tying 
it up at seven.  In the back and 
forth game, Nazareth put up 
another seven points shortly 
after Rosario and junior Matt 

Wagner broke up a touchdown pass in the end zone.  
But the Warriors did not sit back on their heels; instead, 
they came back at the Eagles, and less than a minute 
later, Rosario scored another touchdown on a short run.  

Not long after that, Nazareth scored again, and even 
after an interception by senior Ryan McGowan, 

they kept the lead into the second half.  
In the third quarter, senior Kyle Clark had 

an interception, which gave new energy to 
the team.  Junior quarterback Brett Cohen 
ran the ball in for a touchdown, once again 
tying the game, now at 21-21.  With ten 
minutes left in the fourth, the Eagles 
scored again, putting them ahead 28-
21.  Soon after, Rosario put another six 

up on the board, and Paulison made 
the extra point.  Junior Connor 

Lutz had an interception with 
less than four minutes left in the 

g a m e , getting the momentum back for 
Delaware Valley.  Senior Ryan McGowan scored the 
winning touchdown with 26 seconds left in the game, 
which earned him the game ball.  � e Warriors won the 
close game, becoming the � rst Delaware Valley football 
team to win the Eastern Conference Title in school 
history.  

“It feels great to come down here to the Lehigh Valley 
and beat these teams on their own turf.  � ey would be 
elite teams in our league,” said Coach Olsommer.

Delaware Valley’s record for the last eight games of 
the season was six wins and two losses, with a three game 
winning streak at the end.  Both the semi� nal game and 
the championship game were huge upsets for DV.  

“I am really proud of these guys for the way they 
ended the season; this just goes to show that when a 
group of guys believe and are willing to work as a team, 
they can overcome adversity and succeed.  We had a 
great group of fans.  � is is what high school football 
is all about, and I’m glad that they got to experience it,” 
Coach Olsommer commented.

Football wins Eastern Conference Title
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The team competes in their fi rst 
game of the State Tournament.
Contributed photo

Volleyball team celebrates fourth 
consecutive District Title.
Contributed photo

Warriors close out a successful season

The Warriors brought home the fi rst Eastern 
Conference Championship Title in school 
history.
Photo by Marielle Cavallaro
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