
On Feb. 27, FBLA hosted a dodgeball tournament to raise money 
for their own state competition. Sixteen teams 
participated, with the P Steelers winning it all. 

The members of the winning team were seniors 
Cory Savarese, Connor Decker, Evan Frobose, 
Mike Magee, Bryan Schor and Joey Wetzel. 

They were each rewarded a gift card to 
McDonalds. 

All together, FBLA made a profi t of $361. This 
money will be used to help pay for FBLA 

participants who made it to the state 
competition held at Hershey Lodge.

“It was a fun activity, and I think our school should 
offer more events like this,” said senior Jamie McKeon. 

BY ERIN MCNEELY

Sports Co-Editor

� e � rst annual jeans drive proved 
to be a success as Delaware Valley 
students came together to collect a 
total of 640 pairs of jeans in just a few 
short weeks. � e idea 
came to the high school 
from Aeropostale, a 
well-known teenage 
clothing provider 
looking to make a 
di� erence. FBLA 
led the spark for this 
fundraiser seeing that 
the proceeds would 
be going to families 
in need. � ese jeans 
will be collected by 
Aeropostale, cleaned, refurbished and 
sent out to those who may not have 
the  money provide to themselves 
with luxuries such as a nice pair of 
jeans. To get the ball rolling, the 

company promised the high school 
who collected the greatest number 
of jeans with customized Aeropostale 
sweatshirts with the schools logo on it. 
In addition to a brand new sweatshirt, 
the school added an extra incentive 
by promising the homerooms who 

collected the 
most sweatshirts 
a breakfast. 
Stepping up to 
the challenge, Mr. 
Kevin Devizia 
and Mrs. Roasann 
H e n i g a n ’ s 
h o m e r o o m s 
pulled through 
to collect the 
greatest amounts. 
� e students of 

Delaware Valley continue to raise 
hope both for themselfand for the 
community as they look towards 
always helping those who need a hand.
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School Board Defends 
Building of New DVES

Jeans Donated to 
Benefi t Those in Need
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BY MORGANNE MALLON

Entertainment Editor

Delaware Valley has been � lled with 
excitement for the new gymnasium and 
elementary school since the proposal was 
announced last year. After months of planning 
and permits, the school board has one more 
step, approval from Milford Township to 
begin construction, before the plans can come 
into fruition. However, the plans remain strife 
with controversy over a nearby pipeline.

� e purpose of the new elementary 
school is to replace the current building. 
Opened in 1956, it is the oldest structure in 
the district, with antiquated electric, heating 
and ventilation. � e cost of renovating and 
expanding the building would be around 16 
or 17 million dollars.

“For 23 million we could buy a big 
parcel of land [and] build a school,” said 
Superintendent Mr. John Bell. “We thought 
it was just a much better investment to go and 
put the money in a new school than go and 
spend money on a building built in 1956.”

Despite its necessity, the new building has 
met its controversy due to its proximity to a 
natural gas pipeline. � e school will be built 
on the Biondo property along the Delaware 
River. At its closest point, the school will be 
667 feet away from the pipeline, which falls 
outside of the imminent danger zone in case 
of emergency. � is point will be at the south 
end of the school and serve as a gymnasium.

� ere are no current regulations in 

Pennsylvania as to how close a school zone can 
be to a gas pipeline. At the present time there 
are about � ve homes near the property that 
are only 50 feet from the pipeline, which also 
runs underneath routes 209 and 84 and local 
business Altec Lansing.

If the plans are approved, Tennessee Gas, 
the company who built the pipeline in 1955, 
will upgrade to a class three pipe, which is 
bigger, thicker and has safety regulations and 
monitoring that the original pipe, which is of 
the lowest quality at class one, does not. One 
of the biggest perks of the new pipe is that it 
will have a shut o�  valve on the property and 
one a few miles away to prevent the � ow of the 
gas in case of emergency. 

“Our premise was not to build a school 
there if that old 1955 pipe was going to stay 
there,” said Mr. Bell. “We wanted to have the 
best of the best piping.”

DV’s administration stress that the school’s 
project is not tied in any way to Milford’s other 
pipeline development concerning Tennessee 
Gas, the controversial project to build a seven 
mile pipeline loop around the Delaware Water 
Gap National Recreation Area, which will go 
through Cummins Hill Road. 

Aside from the shut o�  valve, additional 
precautions taken will be fencing on either side 
of the pipe to prevent damage from any sort 
of vehicle riding over it, which is a common 
cause of accidents involving broken pipes.

Continued on Page 3...

FBLA Hosts Intense 
Dodgeball Tourney

participated, with the P Steelers winning it all. 
The members of the winning team were seniors 

Cory Savarese, Connor Decker, Evan Frobose, 
Mike Magee, Bryan Schor and Joey Wetzel. 

They were each rewarded a gift card to 
McDonalds. 

All together, FBLA made a profi t of $361. This 
money will be used to help pay for FBLA 

“It was a 

Photo and caption by Emily Belsterling



 ACROSS 

 6. title of this year’s Drama Club 
production
 8. name of the 1989 District III Golf Boys 
Champion
 9. valedictorian of the class of 2005
 10. slogan of this year’s Del.Aware Tshirts
 11. second word of the DV alma mater

 DOWN 

 1. name of school that hosts HOBY
 2. Mr. Gonzalez’s favorite TV show
 3. song that David Torres sang at the 
Drama Club Showcase
 4. where Mr. and Mrs. Pope went to  
college
 5. name of this year’s Homecoming 
queen
 7. doctor who was awarded the academic 
honor for DV’s first ever Hall of Fame
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Inquiring Photographer      

“I didn’t mind being involved, 
but it needed to be more 

organized.”
Aimee Lindaas  
Class of 2013

“I think it was pretty 
successful, but it has room for 

improvement.”
Lucas Tufano

 Class of 2014

 “We thought it was a lot 
of  fun and we would do it 

again.”
Sarah Johnson and 
Angelina Serrano 

Class of 2015

“The Lip Dub was a great 
success. I had fun running 

around as the mascot, 
although it was tiring.”

Mike Cavallaro
Class of 2014

 “It was a ton of  fun and a 
good way for teams to bond 

and get recognition.”
Martin Strenk
Class of 2013

“Yes, it was a lot of  fun to 
get all the cheerleaders together 

as a family.”
Kelsey Polanis and 

Emily Biccum   
Class of 2016

Word.Aware #2

     DiD you finD the Lip Dub successfuL anD enjoyabLe?  
By Jenny WisnieWski  Staff Writer

Last month’s 
winner:

Senior 
Gabby Noto

College NEW!

 Seniors
- Make sure to file the FAFSA (Free Application for Fed-
eral Student Aid). Certain colleges have different deadlines.
-Finish applying for college. By now the application 
process should be done.
-Athletes planning to play Division I or II sports in college 
should still be filling out NCAA Clearing House forms.

 Juniors
- Be sure to meet registration deadlines for the SAT and 
plan to take the SAT at least twice by fall of senior year.
- Future test dates are March 9, May 4 and June 1.
- Keep grades up and do not fall behind.
- Start browsing colleges to narrow down choices in order 
to ease the burden of college searching during senior year.
- Go to Junior Parent Night on March 14 for
information about the college 
process.

By Marisa Balcarcel
Corner

Gabby received a 
DV magnet for being 

the first person to 
finish and turn in 

the crossword.

For your chance 
to win, bring your 

completed puzzle to 
D4!
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BY GRACE FARRELL

Sports Co-Editor

Junior Matt Rivera has much more 
on his mind than the typical high school 
student.  An excellent baseball player and 
an athlete who completely embodies his 
sport, Matt dreams of becoming the next 
big star to play on the diamond. 

Baseball has always been his passion; 
Matt started out when he was just three 
years old playing for Castle Hill Little 
League in Bronx, NY.  Now, 14 years 
later, he is a standout shortstop for the 

Delaware Valley Warriors.
To be the best, as Matt and 

most athletes know, you have 
to practice consistently and 
become extremely dedicated 

to the sport. 
“I go to the cages and hit for hours, 

nonstop until my hands start to burn, or 
when it’s warm out I go to the � eld and 
throw long toss. I always keep active by 
doing tee work, staying after with the 
team or even coming in early for morning 
workouts,” said Matt. 

A year-round ball player, Matt never 
seems to tire of the endless repetitions of 
hitting, � elding and running.

“Baseball is in my blood; I mean 
sometimes I have to give my arm a rest 
but I never really get sick of it because it’s 
all I know,” said Matt. 

After high school, Matt hopes to 
continue to play at the collegiate level 
while pursuing a career in the sports 
industry.  His dream college is Division 
I Wake Forest; however no o� er or 

scholarship can be awarded to him until 
his senior year. 

Matt enjoyed many years of playing 
both soccer and basketball, yet decided to 
put the most focus on baseball. All the 
hard work and time he has put into the 
sport has paid o�  because 
Matt has been starting 
varsity shortstop since 
he was a freshman and 
was also selected out of 
200 other ball players 
in the nation to go 
play at a camp 
in Arizona. 
At this elite 
camp, Matt 
was voted top 
underclassman, 
a very 
prestigious and 
honorable title. 

 Matt roots 
for the New York 
Yankees, home to 

one of the most famous shortstops in 
history, and his idol, Derek Jeter.  O�  
the � eld, he admires someone a bit more 
close to him.

“My dad is such an important � gure 
in my life.  He’s given me so much 
con� dence on and o�  the � eld and is my 
biggest fan.  He is like a brother to me,” 
said Matt. 

Last season, Matt came up with 
some noteworthy clutch plays for the 

Warrior baseball team.  One of the 
most exciting moments for him 

was hitting two RBI singles to 
put the Warriors ahead in the 
score, and eventually win 
the game against rival team 
Abington Heights.  

“Baseball has taught 
me to never give up on 

your dreams, and to always 
strive to be the best you can 

be,” said Matt.  

A Day in the Life 

of Matt Rivera
A Day in the Life 

sport has paid o�  because 
Matt has been starting 
varsity shortstop since 
he was a freshman and 
was also selected out of 
200 other ball players 
in the nation to go 

prestigious and 

 Matt roots 
for the New York 
Yankees, home to 

con� dence on and o�  the � eld and is my 
biggest fan.  He is like a brother to me,” 
said Matt. 

Last season, Matt came up with 
some noteworthy clutch plays for the 

Warrior baseball team.  One of the 
most exciting moments for him 

was hitting two RBI singles to 
put the Warriors ahead in the 

strive to be the best you can 
be,” said Matt.  

“School Board Defends Building of New DVES” contined from page 1
� ere is a chance of such an accident even with these safeguards; however, the 

district believes that it is highly unlikely.
“Any pipeline could explode just like any gas tank on a car could explode,” Mr. Bell 

said. “It’s about how much risk is involved, and the risk is in� nitesimally small. If you 
compare [the chances], you’re much safer going to school on that property than you are 
getting in a car with a teenager.”

In the improbable chance that an accident would occur, the district is already 
prepared. A second emergency exit will be built at the north end of campus and sta�  
will go through emergency trainings on top of drills similar to those in case of a � re, 
which will be performed with students.

Associate Director of Support Services Mr. Chris Lordi and Delaware Valley High 
School’s Chief of Police Mr. Mark Moglia reviewed the emergency plan with Pike 
County Emergency Management Coordinator Roger Maltby, the state of Pennsylvania 
Central for Safe School’s Emergency Planning and Response Management Coordinator 
Mr. Don Smith, and Milford Borough Fire Department Chief and Milford Township 
Emergency Management Coordinator Mr. Tony Mann, all of whom approved it.

Mr. Bell has found that “parents have been very receptive to [the new school],” 
especially after hearing that the old pipe will be replaced.

“I think we have a good level of trust with our community,” he said. “My kids went 
to the old DVES and if they were young enough they would be going to that brand new 
school. I would have no reservations with my kids going there.”

Because the school district is one of the few schools in Pennsylvania to remain debt 
free, the new elementary and gymnasium will be built without increasing taxes.

“We’re going to build a beautiful brand new school…and we would never build it 
[on the property] if we thought we were putting kids at risk,” Mr. Bell concluded, also 
pointing out that he and the administration will also be frequently traveling to the area. 
“It’s not like we’re building this in Kalamazoo. We’re building this right down the street 
for our own kids and our own neighbor’s kids.”

� e school board will meet with the township in April. If the plans are approved, 
construction on the new elementary school will begin the Monday after graduation and 
last an estimated 13 months, allowing the school to open in August 2014. Once the new 
elementary school is constructed, the old building will be able to be taken down to make 
room for the new gymnasium, which is expected to take six months.

Delaware Valley hosted the annual semi-formal dance on Feb. 22. Once 
inside, the halls were decorated with festive posters that had lyrics from 
this year’s popular songs. The night was fi lled with students dancing 
and getting snacks and beverages from the cafeteria. They also had the 
opportunity to take pictures in the photo booth to create unforgettable 
memories. “The decorations were a blast of color and the students had a 
fantastic time,” said Student Council adviser Mrs. Raycharlyn Krasulski.

Photo  and caption by  Marisa Balcarcel

Student Council Makes 
Semi Unforgettable
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I have been a Boy Scout since I was 12 years old. I am now an 
Eagle Scout candidate, and I was shocked when I learned the Boy 
Scouts will not let gay boys advance to this rank.

I can understand that they are not legally obligated to do 
so, and that as a private organization they have their rights. � e 
government should never force them to allow gay scouts into the 
organization.

But that doesn’t mean it is okay for the Boy Scouts to exclude 
boys from advancing to be an Eagle Scout simply because of their 
sexual orientation.

� e Boy Scouts is an organization that helps young men grow 
into model citizens, and does so wonderfully (at least I’ve enjoyed 
it). All boys, regardless of their orientation, deserve the opportunity 
to grow through this organization and to be recognized for being 
part of it. 

All scouts who have met the requirements and completed their 
project deserve to advance to Eagle Scout. I cannot imagine what it 
would be like to be told I could not advance because of something 
about my identity that I cannot change. 

� is policy is damaging. It is telling gay scouts that they are 
not as worthy of their peers because of something programmed 
in their DNA, that as people they are un-worthy. Imagine the 
psychological damage this does. Is this what America should be 
about? 

What the Boy Scouts is also doing is teaching scouts that it is 
okay to discriminate aganist others just because they are di� erent 
from them. 

� is is unacceptable. United States’ citizens have enough hate 
towards gays as it is, we do not need more of it because we were 
taught from a young age that it is okay. 

As a nation we need to grow up, and stop embarrassing 
ourselves like we have in the past. 

I urge anyone who has an opinion about the subject to contact 
the Boy Scouts. Email them at scouting@myscouting.org to let 
them know how you feel. And if you don’t agree with me, and 
think all of this is � ne, have fun while the rest of civilization 
advances without you.

BY NATE KING

Science & Technology Editor

Delaware Valley Partners with 
Keystone College

Students can receive college credits for 

classes they are already taking.

There is a one-time application

fee of $25. Credits are $75 each.

Please see Mrs. Blaut in 11/12 guidance 

for an application and list of classes.
Next Blood Drive: April 30

Congrats Blood Drive Winners

Grand Prize Winner: 
Mario Marroquin Vega

Alumni Gather for 
Singing Event
On Feb. 9, DV alumnus and Elizabethtown College 
student Jason Sandonato competed at Penn State 
University with his a capella group Phalanx.  Mr. Ernest 
Sandonato said, “We love Phalanx, and we try to see as 
many performances as possible.  They faced extremely 
talented competition at Penn State this time, and the 
group knew it had its work cut out for them in this 
year’s competition.  It was great to see DV alums Alex 
and Amelia at the competition, and to spend some 
time catching up.” Pictured above are Sandonato, DV 
alumnus Alex Buda, Mr. Sandonato and DV alumna 
Amelia Friedrichs.

Boy Scouts Need 
to Teach Tolerance

New Red Cross Policy
If you have given blood at least 

four times in your high school 

career, you may be able to receive a 

red chord to wear at graduation.

Girl’s Winner:
Katie Hammond

Contributed photo / Caption by Alyssa Kelly



BY ANNA CHAMBERLIN

Arts & Literature Co-Editor

On Feb. 15, Delaware Valley’s student body started a 
new tradition by � lming their very own Lip Dub during 
the extended fourth period. 

� e idea of a Lip Dub was brought to Student 
Council adviser Mrs. Raycharlyn Krasulski by seniors 
Jamie McKeon, Katie Murphy and Gabby Noto after 
they saw nearby school Pinebush High School do the 
same. � is inspired the girls to bring it to DV, thinking 
it would � t in with all the displays of school spirit the 
school has shown this year. 

“After all the hard work of planning, it represents 
the spirit, enthusiasm and drive of Warrior Nation,” said 
Mrs. Krasulski. 

Popular songs like “Don’t Wake Me Up” by Chris 
Brown, “Warrior” by Scandal, “Dynamite” by Taio Cruz 
and “Party Rock Anthem” by LMFAO blasted through 
the speakers while students were � lmed lip syncing to the 

words. Seniors Lucas Markowitz, Kyle Brown, 
Erin Corry, Audrey Djiya and Jaymarie Santana 
took a special route throughout the school 
drawn up by the Lip Dub committee all while 
lip syncing to the music and being � lmed.  � e 
route went all around the school showcasing 
the clubs and winter sports that are held at DV. 

“When we were going through and 
videotaping, I was nervous it wasn’t going to 
turn out the way we wanted, but when we 
watched it after, we were very impressed. It was 
de� nitely a success,” said Murphy. 

� e entire Lip Dub was � lmed by junior 
Jeremy Block, who has a background of 
� lming, to ensure an artistically and technically 
sound production. � e music will be added in 
after all the � lming to make it clear and easy to 
hear.  Being in charge of the whole video crew 
and trying to capture every moment is a lot of 
pressure, something that Block is also very used 
to.

“Having the entire school on my shoulders 
was a ton of pressure, but I enjoy working under those 
conditions because you have to think on your feet and I 
strive for that,” said Block. 

� e Lip Dub includes scenes with Principal Ron 
Collins and Superintendent John Bell as well as scenes 
shot separately before and after the actual Lip Dub 
involving the Warrior mascot, played by junior Michael 

Cavallaro.
� e � fteen minute Lip Dub will be premiered at 

the Spring Pep Rally on March 20, coupled with the 
freshman orientation. After the unveiling of the Lip 
Dub, it will be available to watch on both the school 
website and YouTube. Delaware Valley, without a doubt, 
will exhibit a whole new level of school spirit with the 
unveiling of its � rst ever Lip Dub. 
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OOTM Teams Prepare for Regional Competitions
BY DALLAS ERNST

Entertainment Co-Editor

� e Odyssey of the Mind 
Regional Tournament will be held on 
March 16 at Millersville University. 

Odyssey of the Mind (OM) is 
an international educational program 
and competition that o� ers creative 
problem-solving opportunities for 
students ranging from the elementary 
to high school level. Team members 
apply their creativity in order to solve 
problems that range from building 
mechanical devices to presenting 
their own interpretation of literary 
classics. 

After months of work, the teams 
bring their solutions to competition 
on the local level, and if they come 
in � rst or second place, move on to 
the State, and possibly, World level. 
� ousands of teams from throughout 
the U.S. and about 25 other countries 
participate in the program. 

Delaware Valley High School 
is sending four teams to Regionals: 

classics, structure, technical and vehicle. Each team has a 
maximum of seven members. � ey have been preparing 
for the competition for months and look forward to 

Regionals with both 
excitement and 
nervousness. 

OM teams often 
practice after school 
and/or on weekends. 
It takes dedication, 
creativity and 

teamwork. All teams are responsible for some kind of 
skit in which they present the solution to their problem. 
� ese performances are called the ‘long term’ problem. 

� e other challenge the teams face is the ‘spontaneous’ 
problem. As the name infers, the topic of the problem can 
be almost anything. Team members will have to think 
quickly under pressure; the problem will either require 
the team to build or create something, demonstrate or 
speak their solutions. Points are rewarded for teamwork, 
creativity, quality and quantity.

With the competition approaching, the Delaware 
Valley teams are in crunch time. 
Practicing their skits and putting on 
the � nishing touches are the dominant 
focus of their practices. 

Clarissa DeFederico, a junior on 
the technical team, said, “� e thing I 
like most about Regionals is performing 
our skit and watching other DV teams 
along with our competitions’ skits.”

All are welcome to come see the 
performances. Beginning at 8:00 
a.m., performances are held all day 
concluding with an awards ceremony 
in the evening. Each act is unique and 
from the � rst graders to the seniors; 
creativity is guaranteed.

Jeremy Block wheels his camera through the 
Del.Aware skit in the Lip Dub. 
Contributed Photo

“When we were going through and 
videotaping, I was nervous it wasn’t going 
to turn out the way we wanted, but when we 
watched it after, we were very impressed. It 
was defi nitely a success.”

- Katie Murphy

Part of the Delaware Velley 
technical team, junior Clarissa 
DeFederico, sophomore Grant 
Larsen and freshman Jacob 
Ahlstrand  are shown working 
on their catapult after school in 
preparation for Regionals. 
Photos by Dallas Ernst
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Prom
Guide2013

BY MIRANDA ZINN

Editor in Chief

Between the prices of a prom ticket, hair and makeup, dress, dinner and 
photography, the cost for prom can quickly add up to hundreds of dollars. Try 
to plan ahead and bargain shop to cut prom costs in half.

For dresses, raid your best friend’s closet, or go bargain hunting online to 
fi nd major deals. 

Invite friends over to get dressed and do 
each other’s hair. Being a hair expert isn’t 
necessary to recreate beautiful prom updos; 
YouTube off ers plenty of formal prom looks.

Girls can visit a makeup couner at the mall and employees will give a 
consultation and put full makeup on for free, so pay them a visit before getting 
dressed for prom. 

Splitting the limo price with other couples is probably the most cost 
eff ective way of footing the bill. Booking early will generally secure a better 
deal as well.

Most teenagers will want a lasting memento of the event. However, hiring 
a professional photographer won’t come cheap. Instead, consider getting a 
friend or relative with a decent camera to take professional-looking photos.

BY ERIN MCNEELY

Sports Co-Editor

Often one of the most important days in a girl’s life is her senior prom. The 
thought of dresses and hair styles run through the minds of millions of girls 
around the world as prom season rolls around. But what many of girls don’t take 
into consideration is that there are others out there who don’t have the money to 
go out and buy the dresses they dream about for months on end. Delaware Valley, 
however, off ers underprivileged girls the opportunity to create a night that they 
will always remember. 

Cinderella’s Closet is a wardrobe that has been aiding girls in need for a 
number of years now. Personally built by members of the Delaware Valley student 
body, the closet is compiled of a variety of donations from old prom dresses, to 
bridesmaid dresses. Instead of leaving them at home to go to waste after minimal 
use, students and teachers have been gathering dresses to create a wardrobe 
fi lled with a beautiful variety. As prom season gets closer, Cinderella’s Closet will 
continue to spark hope in the eyes of those who are less fortunate. People who 
have dresses to donate or are looking to take a dress out, please contact Mrs. 
Wanda Holtzer or Mrs. Nicole Cosentino for details. 

BY MARISA BALCARCEL

Sta�  Writer

 Finding the perfect outfi t to wear 
to prom can be essential. What is also 
important is not having to spend 
countless hours trying on dresses 
and searching online to fi nd it. As 
prom quickly approaches, here are 
a few local places that off er plenty of 
diff erent options to fi nd your ideal dress 
or tuxedo. 

For ladies, a great place to start is 
David’s Bridal. David’s Bridal can help you 
work the dance fl oor with a wide selection 
of prom dresses in the season’s hottest 
colors and styles. Pick a gown that’s fl irty or 
fashion-forward, bold-hued or pastel, long 
or short - the possibilities are endless. 

Additionally, Dolly’s Boutique 
in Scranton off ers a large variety of 
designer dresses, giving the shopper 
plenty of diff erent options. Dolly’s is a 
family-owned and operated specialty 
boutique that will register the gown 

and guarantee that no one else that 
attends the same formal occasion will 
have the same gown. 

Lastly, Castle Couture, located in 
Marlboro, NJ, features a luxurious 
showroom with over 2,000 
gorgeous gowns to browse through. 
To complete your look, the shop’s 
accessories department is fi lled 
with a tremendous selection of 

sparkling headpieces and remarkable 
jewelry. 

For guys, a great local business to rent 
a tuxedo from is DV Cleaners. Recently 
opened and family-owned, DV Cleaners, 
located in the Kmart Plaza, uses Sarno 
& Sons out of Scranton to provide both 
inexpensive and designer options for 

prom, ranging from Perry Ellis to Ralph 
Lauren. 

Most importantly, keep a level 
head and try to plan your outfi t 

well in advance to avoid paying 
for something you’re not 
completely in love with.

Where to Shop for Dresses & Tuxes
 Finding the perfect outfi t to wear 

to prom can be essential. What is also 
important is not having to spend 

a few local places that off er plenty of 
diff erent options to fi nd your ideal dress 

For ladies, a great place to start is 
David’s Bridal. David’s Bridal can help you 
work the dance fl oor with a wide selection 
of prom dresses in the season’s hottest 
colors and styles. Pick a gown that’s fl irty or 
fashion-forward, bold-hued or pastel, long 

Additionally, Dolly’s Boutique 
in Scranton off ers a large variety of 
designer dresses, giving the shopper 

and guarantee that no one else that 
attends the same formal occasion will 
have the same gown. 

Lastly, Castle Couture, located in 
Marlboro, NJ, features a luxurious 
showroom with over 2,000 
gorgeous gowns to browse through. 
To complete your look, the shop’s 
accessories department is fi lled 
with a tremendous selection of 

sparkling headpieces and remarkable 
jewelry. 

For guys, a great local business to rent 
a tuxedo from is DV Cleaners. Recently 
opened and family-owned, DV Cleaners, 
located in the Kmart Plaza, uses Sarno 
& Sons out of Scranton to provide both 
inexpensive and designer options for 

prom, ranging from Perry Ellis to Ralph 
Lauren. 

Most importantly, keep a level 
head and try to plan your outfi t 

well in advance to avoid paying 

Where to Shop for Dresses & Tuxes
and guarantee that no one else that 

Where to Shop for Dresses & Tuxes
and guarantee that no one else that 

Where to Go After Prom

For dresses, raid your best friend’s closet, or go bargain hunting online to 

Invite friends over to get dressed and do 

Cinderella’s Closet

How to Save Cash on Prom

BY KIM GOODROW

Circulation Co-Manager

Prom can be a big deal for many high schoolers. Some would even call it a right of passage. 
However, sometimes the activities after prom can often times be even more memorable.

While many local high schoolers plan on visiting the Jersey shore during prom weekend, 
there are several other valid options to consider as well to make your prom unforgettable.

A local amusement park is a safe and fun option. Between Hershey, Dorney and Six Flags, 
there are plenty of aff ordable options to have a great time with a group of friends or just a 
date.

Depending on how many people are in the group, renting a lakehouse or cabin for the 
weekend is a great idea. While it can be a more expensive option, splitting the cost between a 
group of people will greatly reduce the price.

If students are tight on money or prefer to stay local, they can hit the town in their
formal attire. It’s been done in countless movies and may have become a bit cliché, but 

eating dinner out in a fancy dress and catching a midnight showing of a movie could be more 
fun than expected. Camping, especially in this area, is always a good cost eff ective choice. 
Before prom, park your car with all the camping gear you’ll need for a night in the woods, 
and when the party’s over, drive up to the camp ground with a couple of close friends for 
storytelling and reminiscing.

If you want to get out of “the sticks” for a while, check out what’s going on in the city. 
There may be a comedy show, Broadway production or concert you’ll enjoy, not to mention the 
countless stores and boutiques to shop in.

Whatever you do, make sure you stay safe, have fun and create some lasting memories 
you’ll never forget.

tricks to make your prom fabulous!

2013
Here are some tips and
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Family Fun Center

BY EMILY BELSTERLING 
Circulation Co-Manager

On Feb. 9 and 10, Broadway 
actor Billy Hipkins presented 
his one-man performance “For 
the BENEFIT of Miss JENNIE 
GOURLAY” at a fundraiser held at 
the Columns Museum in Milford to 
raise money for the preservation of 
Jennie Gourlay’s stage costumes. 

Jennie Gourlay was a young and 
aspiring actress, who performed in 
the play President Lincoln attended 
the night he was shot. She was 
supposed to star in a play at Ford’s 
� eater the following night, but it 
was cancelled. 

Hipkins � rst noticed Jennie 
Gourlay’s name on a playbill from 
“Our American Cousin” and was 
interested in learning who she was. 
His interest grew as he realized 
that she was not very successful as 
an actress, as he felt he was, too. 
He continued his research, which 
was di�  cult to do since not much 
information exists about Jennie, and 
was led to the Columns Museum.

At the Columns, he learned that 
Jennie’s father, � omas Gourlay, 
worked at Ford’s � eatre and was in 
the box with President Lincoln when 
he was shot; he was the one who took 
down the � ag and wrapped it around 
Lincoln’s head. � omas kept the � ag 
until right before his death, when he 
passed it down to his daughter. 

In 1888, Jennie moved to 
Milford until her death. She gave 
the � ag to her son and, in 1954, 
he donated it to the Pike County 
Historical Society. 

� e fundraiser was well-attended 
and there was a good amount of  
money was raised. � is money will 
be used to restore costumes Jennie 
wore and will hopefully one day be 
displayed next to the Lincoln � ag.  

BY GIORGIA DAHLQUIST 
& JESSICA BALCARCEL

Sta�  Writers

After an anticipated wait, Taco Bell 
has � nally arrived here in the small area 
of Westfall. Being the newest attraction 
here, it has been the talk of the town since 
rumors were � rst circulated.

In the beginning of February, Taco Bell 
� nally opened and the wait ended for 
many anxious customers. During 
the grand opening, people were 
waiting for more than 30 minutes 
in the drive thru and inside the 
restaurant to order their food 
because of the over� ow of 
customers. 

� e grand opening was not 
the only crazy part for the Taco 
Bell owners. � e chaos started 
with the construction of the building. 

Initially, the building process for Taco 
Bell was supposed to take about a year, 
but because of  Hurricane Sandy it took 
longer. When Sandy hit many places were 
devastated, especially in New York and 

New Jersey.
� e construction crew involved 

with the building of Taco Bell was also 
working on construction with places 
that were a� ected by Sandy. � is 
unexpected storm delayed the building 
process for Taco Bell by a couple of 
months.

Although building a franchise 
created much stress, the owners were 

glad to be up and running. 
� ey decided to build in the 

current location because of 
the perks of having the 
highway so close. � ey knew 

that this tra�  c would bring lots 
of customers, since the closest 
Taco Bell is in Middletown.

 “� e location was great 
and there was a big opportunity 
for customers,” said one of the 

owners Jim Schmet.
� e grand opening of Taco Bell 

exceeded the expectations of the new 
owners. In the future, they are planning to 
expand their hours. � eir current hours are 
from 10 a.m. to 1 a.m. daily. 

“Our busiest times 
are usually right after school, as well as 
Friday and Saturday nights,” said junior 
employee Bryanna Dennison.

Due to the chaotic environment in 
Taco Bell, they are always looking for 
dependable workers to hire.

“Our managers are awesome and work 
with our busy schedules as best as they 
can. � e people we work with create a 
hardworking environment to look forward 
to,” said junior employees Kaelin Stevens 
and Leah O’Brien.

New Taco Bell Drives Westfall Loco

About a year and a half ago, Have-A-Hoot Family Fun 
Center was constructed and opened, and a few months 
ago indoor batting cages opened next door. The two 
businesses are family owned and built for all ages. At 
Have-A-Hoot the ropes course is $4, laser tag is $4, the 
rock wall is $3 and Ballocity is $6 for 2 hours or $10 for 
all day play, with arcade games priced separately. The 
batting cages are $1.50 for a game or $4 for fi ve games. 
To contact either business call (570) 491-4668 or go to 
haveahootfuncenter.com.

Broadway 
Actor Visits

Columns 
Museum

Inquiring Photographer
 WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE IN THE EMPTY SPOT IN 

FRONT OF LOWES?
  BY GIORGIA DAHLQUIST Sta�  Writter

“A veterinarian offi ce.”
Alexander Demergis

Class of 2016

 “Panera Bread.”
Sarah Negron
Class of 2014

“Chili’s.”
Shelby Bodnar
Class of 2013

 “Olive Garden.”
Wilson Moore and Josh 

Martinez 
Class of 2013

 BE SURE TO CHECK OUT OUR NEW OFFBEAT NEWS SECTION NEXT ISSUE!
Contributed Photo / Caption by Erin Corry 

In the beginning of February, Taco Bell 
� nally opened and the wait ended for 
many anxious customers. During 
the grand opening, people were 
waiting for more than 30 minutes 
in the drive thru and inside the 
restaurant to order their food 
because of the over� ow of 

� e grand opening was not 
the only crazy part for the Taco 
Bell owners. � e chaos started 
with the construction of the building. 

created much stress, the owners were 
glad to be up and running. 

� ey decided to build in the 
current location because of 

the perks of having the 
highway so close. � ey knew 

that this tra�  c would bring lots 
of customers, since the closest 
Taco Bell is in Middletown.

and there was a big opportunity 
for customers,” said one of the 

owners Jim Schmet.

Photo by Jess Balcarcel
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WORLD NEWS
Women 
Now to 

Serve in 
Combat

Sniper Chris Kyle Killed at Gun Range
BY KIM GOODROW

Circulation Co-Manager

Decorated Iraq war veteran Chris Kyle, 
a former Navy SEAL and author of the best 
selling book “American Sniper,” was shot 
and killed along with another Iraqi veteran, 
Chad Little� eld, at a Texas gun range on 
Feb. 3. 

Kyle, the deadliest sniper in history, 
spent time at the shooting range to help 
fellow Veterans su� ering from Post-
Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). 

About four hours later, and 90 miles 
from where those two men’s bodies were 
found, authorities arrested the suspect who 
later confessed, Eddie Ray Routh, 25, on 
a capital murder warrant. 

Routh arrived with Kyle and 
Little� eld at the Rough Creek Lodge 
and proceeded to the remote shooting 
range where the bodies were discovered 
by a hunting guide around 5 p.m.

Authorities got a call a short while 
later from Routh’s sister that he was 
at her home and had admitted to 
shooting the two men. He then � ed in 

Kyle’s stolen Ford pickup truck to his home 
in Lancaster about 90 miles away from the 
lodge.

He then proceeded to speed away 
from the authorities, who spiked 
his tires and took him into 
custody some 4-6 miles 
away.

Routh did not 
have any alledged 
reason for murder; 
however, some believe 
that his PTSD 
m a y 

have been exaggerated.
Routh spent four years in the Marines 

and is believed to have left the service in 
2010.

In interviews Kyle state that he did not 
regret any of his 150 kills because they were 
savages looking to hurt innocent people.

Kyle, a married father of two children, 
established the nonpro� t Fitco Cares 
Foundation to help veterans battling PTSD. 

Friends and fellow servicemen had 
nothing but great things to say about him, 
calling him an “American hero,” and “a man 
of incredible character.” 

“Chris died doing what he � lled his 
heart with passion -- serving soldiers 

struggling with the � ght to overcome 
PTSD. His service, life and premature 

death will never be in vain,” 
said Fitco Director 
Travis Cox. 

New Gun Control Bill Proposed
BY ZACH SMICKLE

World News Editor

In wake of the deadly shooting that 
claimed the lives of 20 children and six 
sta�  members at Sandy Hook Elementary 
School in Newtown, Ma, President Barack 
Obama announced his plan for sweeping 
gun regulation in an attempt to curve the 
violence that appears to be plaguing the 
country. President Obama announced his 
plan at the White House earlier this month 
in front of a group of children from Sandy 
Hook Elementary. 

“If there is even one thing we can do 
to reduce this violence, then we’ve got an 
obligation to try,” Obama said in his speech 
earlier in the day.

� e president’s plan is split into two 
parts; the � rst part of the plan involved 
23 executive actions which the president 
signed that day. � e executive actions, while 
still controversial in large part because of 
misconceptions about what they do, focus 
on the mental causes of violence and the 
background check process. 

Currently, due to doctor-patient 
con� dentiality laws, information about 
mentally troubled individuals is not in the 
background check system. � is loophole 

allows mentally 
unstable individuals 
to purchase a � rearm. 
Additionally, the 
executive actions 
set aside funds for 
research into other 
causes of violence 
such as poverty. 

� e second part 
of the president’s 
plan is much more 
c o n t r o v e r s i a l . 
President Obama 
is sending a bill to 
Congress that will drastically reshape the 
gun laws in the United States. � e proposed 
legislations would require universal 
background checks on all � rearm purchases, 
a ban on magazines that hold over 10 rounds 
and a renewing of the 1994 Federal Assault 
Weapon Ban which expired in 2004. 

His plan, especially the proposed 
legislation, has met severe blocks from 
the gun lobby as well as Republicans and 
some Democrats in Congress who fear 
the legislation tramples on the Second 
Amendment rights of citizens to keep and 
bare arms. 

“� e challenge with gun laws is that by 

de� nition criminals do not follow the law,” 
said Alex Conant who is a spokesman for 
Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fl.

Because of the Republican controlled 
congress, it is unlikely that any gun control 
legislation, especially legislations as drastic 
as President Obama is proposing, will pass 
Congress. Despite this, President Obama 
remained hopeful and asked Congress to 
hold a vote on legislation during his State of 
the Union Speech.

“� ere are more than two dozen 
Americans whose lives have been torn apart 
by gun violence in the last few weeks. � ey 
deserve a vote,” he said. 

a former Navy SEAL and author of the best 
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In interviews Kyle state that he did not 
regret any of his 150 kills because they were 
savages looking to hurt innocent people.

Kyle, a married father of two children, 
established the nonpro� t Fitco Cares 
Foundation to help veterans battling PTSD. 

Friends and fellow servicemen had 
nothing but great things to say about him, 
calling him an “American hero,” and “a man 
of incredible character.” 

“Chris died doing what he � lled his 
heart with passion -- serving soldiers 

struggling with the � ght to overcome 
PTSD. His service, life and premature 

death will never be in vain,” 
said Fitco Director 
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BY DOM MONTEMARANO

Sports Editor

After years of discussion and 
anticipation, U.S. military leaders 
o�  cially lifted the ban on women 
serving in combat positions on Jan. 
23. 

� is move reverses the 1994 
ruling which stated that women 
were not permitted to be assigned 
to ground combat units. Following 
two lawsuits that were � led in 2012, 
the Pentagon had added pressure 
regarding the timely removal of the 
injunction. 

“It’s clear to all of us that women 
are contributing in unprecedented 
ways to the military’s mission of 
defending the nation,” said Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta. 

� e new policy will be 
implemented by 2016, as military 
services will have up to May 15 to 
submit plans for executing the new 
protocol. 

“Not every woman makes a 
good soldier, but not every man 
makes a good soldier. So women will 
compete,” commented Democratic 
Rep. Loretta Sanchez, “We’re not 
asking that standards be lowered. 
We’re saying that if they can be 
e� ective and they can be a good 
soldier or a good Marine in that 
particular operation, then give them 
a shot.”

Two years removed from the 
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” removal, this 
latest decision further encourages 
equality within the military ranks 
by overlooking the questions of 
strength and performance which 
have been brought up by those who 
oppose the ruling. 

“� is is an historic step for 
equality and for recognizing the role 
women have, and will continue to 
play, in the defense of our nation,” 
stated Democratic Senator Patty 
Murray. 

Source: abcnews

Source: NY TImes
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WORLD NEWS

BY MARISA BALCARCEL 
Sta�  Writer

Iran claimed they had 
successfully sent a monkey into the 
deep abyss of space in a rocket on 
Jan. 28.

It is unknown whether or not 
the report is true, but if so, it will 
lead to a massive technological 
breakthrough. � is advancement 
will help Iran with their goal of 
joining the ranks of space faring 
nations.

When this story � rst hit the 
surface, the United States had 
strong doubts of the validity of the 
information.

Controversy was created when 
reports stated the possibility of 
the use of two di� erent monkeys. 
Many reports went around saying 
that the original launch monkey 
had a wart that was missing from 
the returning monkey. Iranian press 
was blamed for this idea due to the 
use of a photo taken of a “backup 
monkey,” not the monkey that was 
actually launched. 

When photos of the monkey 
preparing to be shipped o�  
circulated, some felt bad for the 
monkey, but others had a stronger 
negative reaction.

People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals (PETA) 
spokesperson stated, “[He was] 
appalled by photos of a visibly 
terri� ed monkey crudely strapped 
into a restraint device in which he 
was allegedly launched into space.”

Despite these accusations, this 
experiment can lead to an important 
start to Iran’s space developments. 
Iran hopes to send a man into space 
by 2020 and land on the moon by 
2025. Satellites, worms, turtles and 
rats have been previously launched 
into orbit by Iran, but the previous 
attempt to launch a monkey failed. 
If this is true, it would be Iran’s 
most successful experiment.

BY DAN FAVARO

Managing Editor 

From Feb. 3 to Feb. 12, 
ex United States Navy reservist  
and former Los Angeles police 
o�  cer Christopher Dorner went 
on a shooting rampage, leaving 
four dead and three wounded. 
� e hunt for Dorner � nally 
ended at a log cabin in the San 
Bernardino Mountains where 
Dorner shot himself in the head 
and the pyrotechnic tear gas 
thrown into the cabin by the 
police o�  cers unintentionally 
caused the cabin to catch on 
� re, burning it to the ground. 

Dorner’s motives for the 
shooting spree seem to be 
derived from past experiences 
with racism, which stem back as 
far as � rst grade when another 
child made a racial slur, to 
which Dorner reacted violently. 

Dorner claimed that the Los 
Angeles Police Department was 
racist and corrupt in his online 
manifesto, and he threatened 
to wage “unconventional and 

asymmetrical warfare” against 
the department. 

Dorner’s rampage began 
with the murder of a newly 
engaged couple, whom he shot 
to death in their car.

When the police read 
Dorner’s online manifesto, they 
deployed o�  cers to protect those 
on his “hit list.” Dorner went 
to the Riverside community of 
Corona to act out again, and 
the police spotted him and they 
engaged in a shootout in which 
one of the police o�  cers was 
grazed on his forehead. 

Two other o�  cers were 
stopped at a stoplight when 
Dorner raced up to the police 
car and opened � re, leaving one 
o�  cer critically wounded and 
the other proclaimed dead at 
the hospital. 

Dorner then retreated to 
his cabin in the mountains, 
where police spotted his truck 
and ended the manhunt when 
Dorner ended his life and the 
cabin was accidentally set on 
� re. 

BY NATE KING
Science &Technology Editor

After a six-day stando� , a SWAT team 
engaged Jimmy Lee Dykes, a 65-year-old 
Navy veteran holding hostage a young boy 
simply known as Ethan in a homemade 
bunker. On Feb. 4, Dykes was killed in a 
shoot-o�  after negotiations deteriorated 
and when the threat to Ethan’s life was 
considered too great. Fortunately, Ethan 
was not harmed during his time in the 
bunker.

Dykes abducted Ethan o�  his school 
bus after shooting the bus driver to death. 
He held him captive in his six by eight 
foot bunker, which was buried four feet 
underground. 

Dykes communicated with the FBI 
throughout the stando� , and he was able 
to fry chicken for Ethan and give him 
necessary ADD and Down’s syndrome 
medication. He received these items, as well 
as a Hot Rod toy car, through a small hatch 

at the top of the bunker.
It was through this hatch a SWAT team 

was able to throw down a small explosive, 
or “� ashbang” to disorient Dykes before 
he engaged the team in a shootout that 
ultimately resulted in his death.

Attacking Dykes became the only option 
available to the FBI when negotiations 
had fallen apart and when a covert camera 
observed Dykes holding a gun in the bunker. 

Before the rescue operation, agents prepared 
in a mock bunker they built nearby.

Following the rescue operation, the 
FBI discovered that Dykes had been storing 
explosives in his bunker. � ey searched the 
rest of his property for other explosives.

Dykes, a Navy veteran, had a history 
of paranoia in his neighborhood and at was 
seen at one point beating a neighbor’s pet 
to death. 

Ethan witnessed the death of his bus 
driver and of his kidnapper; however, 
according to TV personality Dr. Phil, he 
doesn’t seem to have a full grasp of the 
situation. Yet his mother reported that the 
sight of school buses is still distressful and 
that he has trouble sleeping at night.

Days after his rescue, Ethan celebrated 
his sixth birthday. 

“I would image it’s going to be the 
greatest birthday that family and that little 
boy has ever experienced and probably will 
ever experience,” said local pastor Michael 
Senn after the rescue.

Chris Dorner 
Proclaimed Dead

Potential Hostage Crisis Averted

Source: BBC News

Iran 
Launches 
Monkey 
to Space 

BSA Deliberates 
Gay Rights 
BY JENNY WISNIEWSKI

Sta�  Writer

An important decision 
on whether the Boy Scouts of 
America (BSA) should keep the 
ban of gay scouts and gay leaders 
was meant to be announced on 
Feb. 6. Originally, the decision 
was meant to be left up to the 
individual troops. But now, the 
matter has been rethought after 
many criticisms and decries 
of citizens all over the nation. 
� erefore, the decision on 
whether to lift the ban will be 
made by the BSA’s National 
Executive Board on May 20.

“Due to the complexity of 
this issue, the organization needs 
time for a more deliberate review 
of its membership policy,” said 
BSA spokesman Deron Smith.

� e Gay & Lesbian Alliance 
Against Defamation (GLAAD) 
has been trying to persuade 
people to take action and speak 
their opinion in order to help lift 
the ban even faster.  

President Barack Obama 

made his opinion towards 
this idea very clear saying, 
“My attitude is that gays and 
lesbians should have access 
and opportunity the same way 
everybody else does, in every 
institution and walk of life. � e 
Scouts are a great institution that 
are promoting young people and 
exposing them to opportunities 
and leadership that will serve 
people for the rest of their lives.”

Mayor Michael Bloomburg 
of New York City also agreed that 
the ban should be lifted. “I can’t 
urge them enough to make sure 
that every young man is eligible, 
regardless of his orientation, to 
be a scout and to bene� t from a 
great program that really helps 
kids develop,” said Bloomburg.

� e meeting which 
discussed whether the ban 
should be delayed was held 
among the Scouts’ executive 
board and was not open to the 
public or journalists because of 
the pressure and seriousness that 
has come along with the issue.
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BY ANNA CUTAIA

Arts & Lit Editor

� ere is a simple solution to music piracy that keeps record 
labels, artists and consumers equally happy. External sites such as 
Spotify give access to thousands upon thousands of songs that can be 
streamed through the computer, while compensating the paycheck of 
the rights holders and keeping music free and available.

Albeit tainted with a few ads here and there, Spotify is a 
completely free and user-friendly interface that allows consumers to 
listen, share and create playlists of all listed and archived music. � ere 
is no need to download illegal torrents of music, or rip it o�  Youtube, 
when available software gives you access to an entire music library. 
Artists are promoted through advertisements, hits and user sharing 
data, and record labels and composers receive their share every time 
you click play.

“Do you think piracy 
is a serious issue?”

“No, even if  you get 
music illegally you are still 
promoting the artist.”

Nikki McTernan

Ralph Cordero
“No, because people still 

make millions off  of  what 
they produce.”

Leah O’Brien
“No, because prices are 

ridiculously expensive.”

TJ Mincer
“It’s okay once in a while 

because it’s easier for the artist 
to be discovered and they 
make lots of  money.”

BY ANNA CHAMBERLIN

Arts & Lit Co- Editor

 Many innocent thoughts come 
to mind when thinking of any 9-year-
old child, but none of which include 
the idea of that child being arrested 
for a federal crime. � e 9-year-old 
girl, whose name was not released, was 
greeted by an early morning raid 
by police, who con� scated 
her Winnie the Pooh 
laptop on charges of 
online piracy. 

� e CIAPC 
or Copyright 
I n f o r m a t i o n 
and Anti-Piracy 
Centre in Finland 
had contacted 
the girl’s father 
informing him 
that his account had 
been associated 
with incidences 

of online � le-sharing and asked for 
compensation in order to let the case 
go. He ignored the letter and as time 
went on the situation escalated. 

Apparently the girl tried to 
download many songs online and 
through a Google search it led her 
to the Pirate Bay, which in turn led 
her into all the trouble. Her taste 

in Finland’s pop star Chisu’s 
music was the sole power 

behind her illegal � le 
sharing, even if she 

unknowingly did 
it. 

It is not every 
day that a 9-year-

old child is put under such 
circumstances and the 
situation could be looked at 
as almost humorous, but 
has some scary concerns 
regarding how tight a leash 
the government has over 
these types of issues.

Nine Year Old Arrested
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Michael Peterson
“Yes, it is stealing and 

people work hard in making 
their movies and music.”

Jake Loske and 
Shannon Ferguson

“No, because 
everyone does 
it and they still 
make money.”

BY JESSICA BALCARCEL

Sta�  Writer

BY NATHANAEL KING

Science & Tech Editor

Aaron Swartz, computer rights 
activist and web innovator, committed 
suicide in his apartment Jan. 11 after 
two years of court proceedings turned 
sour. He was 26 years old.

Swartz became involved with 
computers at a young age. When he 
was 14 years old, he was part of the 
team that created RSS feeds, and 
when he was 15 he was part of the 
collaboration that created the Creative 
Commons website framework. He 
also helped create Reddit, the online 
web community.

� roughout his years as a computer 
whiz, Swartz became a vocal activist for 
Internet rights. He famously fought 
the Stop Online Piracy Act (SOPA), 
and became famous for demanding 
that government documents be 
made available to the public over the 
Internet. 

He was also known for taking 
matters into his own hands when it 
came to the release of government 
papers. In 2006, he acquired the 
Library of Congress’ complete 
bibliographical data set, and uploaded 
it to the Internet where users could 
access the � les for free, as opposed to 
paying a fee on the o�  cial website.

� e events that led to his arrest 
involved the downloading of academic 

journals from Harvard’s program, 
JSTOR. When he was working at 
Harvard, he secretly accessed a wiring 
closet where he was able to download 
a large amount of free and accessible 
� les and upload them to the web. 

On Jan. 11, 2011 he was arrested 
for breaking and entering charges in 
connection with downloading the 
academic journals. After a botched 
and messy prosecution, he was told 
that he could be jailed for a maximum 
amount of 35 years and be required 
to pay a � ne of 1 million dollars, with 
the additional forfeiture, restitution 
and supervised release. 

He faced these charges for two 
years before hanging himself in his 
Brooklyn apartment.

Swartz’s suicide has sparked a 
new debate on the Internet rights 
and fueled anger towards the legal 
system that plagued Swartz for simply 
downloading the documents.

Chris Soghian, a technologist 
and policy analyst with the American 
Civil Liberties Union, said, “Existing 
laws don’t recognize the distinction 
between two types of computer 
crimes: malicious crimes committed 
for pro� t, such as the large-scale theft 
of bank data or corporate secrets; and 
cases where hackers break into systems 
to prove their skillfulness or spread 
information that they think should be 
available to the public.”

SOURCE: EFF

Death of 
Internet 
Activist 

Sparks New 
Debates

BY EMILY BELSTERLING

Circulation Co-Manager

Last year’s drama over SOPA has resurfaced with the 
reintroduction of the 2011 Cyber Intelligence Sharing and 
Protection Act (CISPA) and pressure from other countries to 
censor the Internet. 

CISPA would require private companies to give data 
collected on its users to any government agency when asked. 
� e goal of CISPA is to o� er private companies protection 
from economic cyberspies from other countries and eliminate 
cyberthreats. 

Controversy over the bill stems from the fact that any 
government agency can request information. Opponents also 
believe that the term “cyberthreats” is too broad and o� ers too 

many exemptions to current privacy laws. 
Other countries are also pushing to censor the Internet; at 

a United Nations conference in December, 89 countries voted 
in favor of international government regulation of the Internet. 
One of the main proponents for this is Russia. 

“In the future we could come to a fragmented Internet. 
[Fragmenting] would be negative for all, and I hope America 
and European colleagues come to a constructive position,” said 
Andrey Mukhanov, a Russian representative to the UN. 

Russia’s idea of a constructive position is international web 
regulation, but it is uncertain whether or not this will happen. 
Many congressmen feel that American sentiment is too anti-
censorship for them to enact Internet regulations.  

Govs. Attempt to Censor Net

Download 
Drama BY ZACH SMICKLE

World News Editor

 The free spread of 
information and ideas in an 
essential force that helps 
humanity fl ourish. It began 
with the spoken word and 
the fi rst written language 
then the printing press and 
books created a learning 
renaissance. Mail, the telephone 
and fax machine all pushed 
communication forward until 
the mid ‘90s when the Internet 
began to fully take hold. Today 
anyone can access almost any 
part of the human experience 
with just a few clicks, however, 
a worrying trend is emerging I places 
where one would least expect it to. 

We don’t think that censorship or 
invasion of one’s own privacy is something 
that would happen here in the United States. 
China, Russia and Iran are some of the states 
we think of when the topic of internet 
censorship comes up, but recently it has been 
the west where such issues have been arising. 

� e US and other European nations 
have been pressured, mostly by the 
entertainment industry and paranoid 
politicians who don’t understand how 
the modern world works into censoring, 

suing, and invading the lives of private 
citizens. 

Under the guise of protecting the 
citizens from terrorism or artists from piracy, 

governments have been pushing forth 
legislation that incredibly restricts the 

internet and its free � ow of ideas. Bills 
are in the works that will allow the 
government to read your emails and 
texts at any time without a warrant 

and without you even knowing. 
Record companies are pushing for 

laws that will sentence people to 
serious jail time for downloading a 
few MP3s. If that doesn’t scare you it 
should.

What is the purpose of all this? To 
protect the citizens of the country to 
protect the artists? No. Interests seem 
to only be in pro� ts of the record 

companies, publishers, and producers. 
Real artists want their creations spread. � ey 
want them to be experienced by as many 
people as possible. � ey, for the most part, 
aren’t so obsessed with pro� ts that they would 
send a nine year old to jail for torrenting a 
� le or spend tax payer dollars on chasing 
supposed “cyber criminals” and I highly 
doubt they would want to drive someone to 
suicide like in the case of Aaron Swartz. 

� e copyright system, privacy and 
censorship policy in this country is badly 
broken and something needs to be done to 
� x it. It’s our internet and we need to take 
it back. 

The free spread of 
information and ideas in an 
essential force that helps 

books created a learning 
renaissance. Mail, the telephone 
and fax machine all pushed 
communication forward until 
the mid ‘90s when the Internet 
began to fully take hold. Today 
anyone can access almost any 
part of the human experience 
with just a few clicks, however, 

citizens from terrorism or artists from piracy, 
governments have been pushing forth 

legislation that incredibly restricts the 
internet and its free � ow of ideas. Bills 

Record companies are pushing for 
laws that will sentence people to 

serious jail time for downloading a 
few MP3s. If that doesn’t scare you it 
should.

protect the citizens of the country to 
protect the artists? No. Interests seem 
to only be in pro� ts of the record STATISTICS COMPILED BY 

BY VALERIE LANNON

News Co-Editor

Alternative to Music Piracy 

Free The Internet!



Page 12

 ARTS AND LITERATURE
Spotlight Musician

Anna Speer
    Spotlight Artist
  Jessie Wagenhoffer

BY VALERIE LANNON

News Co-Editor

In elementary school, when playing 
an instrument becomes an option, most 
children are quick to beg their parents for 
a chance to play, but they are also quick 
to leave the instrument in the corner 
to collect dust six months later. 
However, junior musician Anna 
Speer never looked back after 
stumbling upon the bass when 
she discovered that all the violin 
positions in the orchestra had 
been � lled.

“In elementary 
school everyone starts 
on an instrument, but 
my cousin played the 
violin and I always 
wanted to be exactly 
like her,” Anna 
said describing her 
inspiration. 

Anna distributes 
her talents for the bass 
to both the orchestra 
and band. However, 
the  bass is not the 
only instrument 
Anna excels at; she 
has recently taken 
on the opposite end 
of the orchestral 
spectrum and is 
learning to play the 
violin along with 
the cello. � ough 
she has years of bass 
experience under 
her, Anna admits 

that the cello is quickly becoming her 
favorite instrument. 

“I think the cello is just the most 
beautiful instrument there is,” she said. 
“Mr. Swinehart showed the class a video 
of this man who played one of Bach’s 
famous cello sonatas, except he remixed it 
and it sounded so cool, but so beautiful at 
the same time, and I just thought I want 
to be able to do that.” 

After high school, Anna fully intends 
to keep music a staple in her life; she 
participates in a jazz combo with four 
other students that she aspires to keep 
alive even after she leaves the halls of DV 
and enters college.  

“I thought about being a music 
teacher or even doing music therapy…. I 
just want to get out there and play. I could 
never picture myself being happy sitting 
in an o�  ce. I don’t care what I play, I just 

know I want to,” explained Anna. 
As Anna aims to master 

bass and continues to learn  
her current instruments, 

she looks up to both 
the cello rock group 
“Apocalyptica” and 
her band teacher Mr. 
Lance Rauh.

“He [Mr. Rauh] is 
such an inspiration 

to me. If I’m a 
musician like 

him by the 
time I’m his 
age, I’ll be 
completely 
happy,” she 
said. 

BY COURTNEY THOMPSON

Sta�  Writer

Jessie Wagenho� er 
is an artist and musician 
who won’t be found 
without a pencil in hand 
or a song in her head.

Art classes that 
Jessie has taken include 
Foundations in Art, 
General Art, Intro 
to Drawing 1 and 2 
and Painting 1 and 2. 
Although she regrets 
not taking more art 
courses in high school, 
Jessie has always had 
encouragement at home 
from her mom and plans to 
continue art as a hobby.

She sometimes � nds 
art assignments for school di�  cult to 
complete if the task is uninteresting and 
she admits that she works best at her own 
leisure. 

Jessie’s passion for art can be summed 
up in her statement, “I have to be truly 
inspired by what I’m doing.”

She accredits her aesthetic to her love 
of horror and gore and acclaims realism 
as the most de� ned style, marking it as 
her favorite.

While Jessie likes pencil she is trying 
to branch out this year. “I’ve been trying 
a lot of new mediums and techniques 
which is the best way to � nd your style,” 
she said.

Jessie admires some unique methods 
from other artists, such as Judith 
Schaechter’s � ash glass work, which often 

features fable-based scenes of a darker 
and more unusual nature. She found the 
exhibit during a trip to the Smithsonian 

and was immediately 
intrigued.

Of Schaechter’s work, 
Jessie said, “I’d never heard 
of this technique prior to this 
and I don’t think I’ll ever see 
any style close to hers again.”

Besides being an artist, 
Jessie is also musically 
inclined and said, “I play 
many instruments and 
couldn’t imagine not having 
them in my life.” 

She has been playing 
piano since the age of six and 

has added instruments such as 
guitar, drums and ukulele to 
her repertoire.

 Despite her talent and 
enthusiasm, Jessie is not planning on 
pursuing a career in art. 

“As much as I love art, it’s a hobby 
of mine. I would never want to ruin a 
passion by making it something I’d be 
forced to do.” 

 

Fashion Aware

BY EMILY MCKINNEY

News Editor

When awards season comes around, it 
is often confusing  as to what makes a red 
carpet success di� erent from a disaster. 

For the di� erent awards shows, there 
is an unspoken dress code. Celebrities 
know that one wrong move on their part, 
and they can be the talk of the town the 
next morning and not in a good way.

For the Screen Actors Guild (SAG) 
awards, it is required to dress formally. 
Unlike some other award shows however, 
the dresses for the SAG awards di� er 

in a variety of bold and bright colors 
accompanied with textured elements. 

As for the Academy awards (the 
Oscars), the dress code is much more 
formal. At this event it is appropriate to 
embrace the “old Hollywood” approach 
and keep the dress classy. Here, the colors 
of the fabrics are toned down and there is 
less texture while sequins and glitter are a 
big component in the design elements.

� e Grammy awards o� er a much 
more fun and showy option. � e dresses 
worn to the Grammys involve cut outs 
and lace embellishments. � e style of the 
Grammys would be equated more to show 

girl status than old Hollywood glam. 
When attending the Golden Globe 

awards, the theme here is more light and 
playful than the Grammys or SAG awards. 
Here, celebrities wear gowns that are � oral 
or dainty and feminine. While the dress is 
still formal, it is not as serious as some of 
the other awards shows.

Overall, it is an honor just to be 
walking the red carpet, but it is imperative 
that celebrities know the theme of the 
event or they may end up on the next 
Friday night’s episode of “Fashion Police.”

This piece was inspired 
by Rick Genest, a man 
notoriously known for 
his zombie tattoos.

Jessie created this Nova 6 
zombie from the Call of Duty 
franchise using pencil.
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“I thought about being a music 
teacher or even doing music therapy…. I 
just want to get out there and play. I could 
never picture myself being happy sitting 
in an o�  ce. I don’t care what I play, I just 

know I want to,” explained Anna. 
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bass and continues to learn  
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 BY COURTNEY THOMPSON

 Sta�  Writer

“� e Disenchantments” by Nina 
Lacour is, ironically, a very enchanting 
novel that follows Colby as he tours the 
West Coast with his friends Bev, Meg and 
Alexa’s band, which the book is named after.

Having just graduated from a unique 
high school for the arts, Colby and Bev 
have made plans to spend the year traveling 
Europe. Just before they leave for the band’s 
week-long tour, Bev breaks it to Colby that 
she has decided to pursue college instead.

Despite this blow, Colby manages 

to have a good time on the trip, but the 
question haunting him is why Bev changed 
her mind, which she refuses to answer. � eir 
almost-more-than-friends relationship is 
altered dramatically by this situation and 
Colby is forced to wonder not only this, but 
also what he wants to do with his next year 
and his life in general.

“� e Disenchantments” is exceptionally 
well written with detail and descriptions so 
vivid that it takes the reader along for the 
ride with Colby and the band. Every town, 
hotel and person introduced has their own 
story. 

� e characters are relatable, with the 

exception of Bev, who is unlikable from start 
to � nish. Countering Bev’s � aws, Colby 
is the perfect main character. � rough 
Lacour’s writing, readers really get a sense 
of who he is and can connect with him. His 
emotions and thoughts are so realistic that 
it’s remarkable that Colby is � ctional.

� is is a wonderful and rare novel 
that makes the reader want to soak up 
every sentence rather than just skip to the 
ending. All the experiences of a road trip, 
romance, friendship and self-discovery are 
well captured within the pages of “� e 
Disenchantments.”

BY ANNA CUTAIA

Arts & Literature Editor 

For junior Alyssa Mongioi, the joy 
of writing is extracted from its base of 
imagination.

She began writing during her times 
at middle school as a means of relieving 
stress. She found that the creation of 
external characters and worlds helped her 
live peacefully in her own.

“� e idea of creating characters who 
are completely di� erent from what I 
see in day to day life is fun for me,” she 
explained.

Now a member of the creative writing 
club, Alyssa spends her time conjuring up 
� ction pieces that can provide an interim 
from helter-skelter school life and bring 
her to completely new dimensions.

She feels as if this is the great joy of 
the written word.

“When a person writes or reads, he 
or she reads a character’s life and lives 
through the character. So, it’s like living 
multiple lives in comparison to someone 
who doesn’t read or write and only lives 
one,” she stated.

Alyssa’s inspiration is driven by the 
world around her and external mediums 
that entice her creativity.

She summed up her method by 
saying, “An idea pops into my head and I 
write what I envision or how I feel about 
the things I watch, hear, or see.”

� ough a beloved hobby of hers, 
Alyssa feels she would like to keep writing 
as a pastime activity. She plans to pursue 
a � eld in history and dreams of touring 
the world.

One of her favorite authors, Steve 

Berry, employs his love of history and 
his love of literature to create books that 
Alyssa dubbed “historical thriller novels.” 
Steve Berry was an important in� uence 
on Alyssa’s decisions both to take up 
writing and to peruse the world of history.

Inspired from the world around her 
and the depths of imagination, Alyssa 
tries to write every day if at all possible 
and hopes to continue to do so.

Spotlight Writer
Alyssa Mongioi

Writer’s Sample
I was running. I was run-
ning so fast that I felt my hair 
was cutting into my face as it 
whipped from side to side. The 
forest was dark and lifeless, 
dead branches hung like fi ngers 
waiting to claw you. I heard 
the hard footsteps behind me 
crunching twigs and scrambling 
over rocks. The clicks of their 
guns, the shouts of their loud 
voices and the howls of their 
hound dogs created an eerie 
echo throughout the forest. I 
pressed myself harder. I felt my 
body begging me to stop, but 
I couldn’t. I couldn’t let them 
take me. I was a renegade not a 
brainless bobble head.

Book Review

Senior Jaymarie Santana, a focal musician of the band and chorus 
departments, has been selected to the All-State Vocal Jazz Ensemble. 
Santana is among 23 select students from across the state chosen to 
perform with the prestigious jazz ensemble. Additionally, she is only the 
5th student musician ever to represent Delaware Valley in the festival. 
She will be performing at the annual Pennsylvania Music Educators 
Association State Conference and Convention to be held in Erie, Pa. 
late April, where she will collaborate with other selected performers 
from across the state.

Jaymarie Santana 
Shines for District Jazz 

“A month and a half  after I got the music, I sent in a video 
audition and got news back in February that I made it. I was 
really excited.”

  - Senior Jaymarie Santana

Contributed Photo / Caption by Anna Cutaia



Over the years we’ve seen many variations of the classic zombie 
� lm, featuring slow zombies, fast zombies, even consumerist 
zombies. “Warm Bodies” has a take on the genre that’s entirely 
new: a zombie romantic comedy told from a zombie perspective.

Based on the best-selling novel of the same name, the story 
centers on R (Nicholas Hoult),a young zombie whose outside 
slack-jawed appearance is at odds with his chatty inner monologue. 

One day R and other zombies run into a group of humans, 
including Julie (Teresa Palmer) and her boyfriend Perry (Dave 
Franco). R soon unexpectedly falls for Julie, saves her and brings 
her to his “home.” His love for her restarts his heart, setting o�  a 
change that could a� ect the whole post-apocalyptic world. 

On the surface “Warm Bodies” may seem like another 
Twilight-esque � lm about the love between a human and a monster, 
but the story has much more to it. As with many � lms in the 
zombie genre, “Warm Bodies” has a touch of social commentary. 
� ere’s a smartly funny observation about technology turning us 
into modern-day zombies – how we are more connected yet less 
personal with each other.

Much humor also comes from R’s inner thoughts, which the 
audience hears like narration. Hoult does a great job at being, 
strangely enough, a likeable undead character. 

Overall, “Warm Bodies” is a fun movie, and should be 
viewed in that manner. � e acting, cinematography and script are 
noticeably better than the “Twilight” � lms, and the good reviews 
are pouring in from critics and movie-goers alike.

BY MIRANDA ZINN

Editor in Chief

BY ALYSSA KELLY

Opinions Editor

In an obvious bargain to celebrities 
who like to vacation on its pristine beaches, 
Hawaii is about to bid a sorry aloha to the 
First Amendment.

� e 50th state is poised to pass the 
Steven Tyler Act. � e bill, written and 
named after the Aerosmith front man, could 
punish anyone who takes a photograph of 
a celebrity in public. � at includes tourists 
who take out their iPhone to snap a quick 
picture of a rock star or, perhaps, the 
Obama family.

� e law would prohibit recording 
someone “in a manner that is o� ensive to 
a reasonable person,” while that person is 
“engaging in a personal or family related 
activity.” � e Steven Tyler Act not only 
departs from a century’s worth of privacy 
laws, but also does so at a huge cost to 
the First Amendment’s guarantee of the 
Freedom of Speech.

� is standard applies not only to the 
person who takes the photograph, but 
also potentially to anyone who uses the 
photographs in any capacity - even if not 
for pro� t. Imagine incurring liability for 
sharing an Instagram photo on Facebook.

Jennifer Aniston and Justin Bieber have 
spoken out about the need for rules and 
regulations surrounding the paparazzi 
- most recently after a 
paparazzo was killed in a 
tragic accident. 

Now, Steven Tyler 
is adding his voice to 
the mix. 

“� e paradise 
of Hawaii is a magnet 
for celebrities who 
just want a peaceful 
vacation,” said Tyler. 
“As a person in the 
public eye, I know 
the paparazzi are 
there and we have 

to accept that. But when they intrude into 
our private space, disregard our safety and 
the safety of others, that crosses a serious 
line that shouldn’t be ignored.” 

� ere are tweaks that would need to 
be done in order to bring the law more 
in line with existing privacy law while 
still respecting the Constitution. � is bill 

should be � xed now before it 
passes, rather than after it is 

challenged in 
court.

� e bill 
will be 
p r e s e n t e d 
in a Senate 
hearing in 
Hono lu lu , 

Hawaii. It is 
currently being 
endorsed by 
two-thirds of 

the Senate.
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Over
BY ERIN CORRY

World News Co-Editor

Lately my preference has been 
switching from pop and hip-hop to 
indie-rock, inspired by bands who 
are topping the charts with one hit 
song. � ese bands, however, are 
much more than their one song 
that most will know from the radio 
or charts; each have albums that 
are inspirational and the perfect 
blend of culture and rhythm when 
listening to the tracks as a whole. 

I have always loved music that 
has a catchy beat and something 
to sing along to, but I go crazy for 
a song that has lyrics that everyone 
can relate to, which is the case for all  
these bands who wear their hearts 
on their sleeves in all of their songs. 
Two bands that are not too new, but 
recently reaching popularity, are � e 
Lumineers and Of Monsters and 
Men. 

A band with little previous 
recognition has recently made a 
name for themselves with one hit 
song that has topped charts and been 
played on radios for months. Mostly 
known for their hit “Ho Hey,” � e 
Lumineers have won listeners hearts 
with their self-titled album that 
was released as far back as April 3, 
2012. Other songs on the album 
that I would strongly recommend 
listening to are “Stubborn Love” and 
“Slow it Down.”  

� ough readers would probably 
only know them for their hit “Little 
Talks,” Of Monsters and Men creates 
an upbeat mood in their songs that 
is undeniable to the senses and can 
mend any bad mood. “Mountain 
Sound” has to be one of the happiest 
songs on the album that everyone 
will � nd themselves singing to in the 
shower. 

Both folk-rock groups have   
their origins from a group who has 
recently been rising tremendously 
in popularity, Mumford & Sons. 
� is well-known group has set the 
stage for indie rock to begin making 
its way as a culturally loved and 
prevalent genre.

After viewing “Safe Haven,” which is based on the best-selling 
author Nicholas Sparks’ novel, I found myself extremely pleased.

“Safe Haven” is a suspenseful and romantic movie about a 
young woman’s struggle to love again. Katie, played by Julianne 
Hough, has a burdening past that she tries to escape from by 
moving to a small and secluded town where she intends to 
start over. Here, she meets Alex, played by Josh Duhamel, who 
eventually works his way into Katie’s heart, leading to their 
a� ectionate romance.

Like most romantic movies, just when everything is all perfect 
and dandy, something goes wrong and puts “true love” at risk. 
Katie’s past comes back to haunt her one last time and creates 
an extremely intense, nail biting scene that I did not see coming. 

After being put through the emotional, thrill packed scene, 
the movie calmed down again and all was at ease…until the last 
three minutes. � ere is a slight twist in the ending that gave 
everyone in the theater an “ah-hah!” moment and made the 
movie even more satisfying. 

Overall, I felt the plot was creative and the actors and 
actresses chosen to play the characters were ful� lling in their roles. 
Like almost all of Nicholas Sparks’ works, while comparing “Safe 
Haven” to his famous “� e Notebook” it is not as great, but the 
chance of a romance movie out doing “� e Notebook” is very 
slight. However, “Safe Haven” was a fantastic movie that I would 
recommend for anyone.

BY GIORGIA DAHLQUIST

Sta�  Writer
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What to watch: new tv

I’ve always been a fan of spy thrillers and FX’s new 
series “� e Americans,” which follows the lives of Phillip 
and Elizabeth Jennings, two Soviet agents trained to 
impersonate Americans and act as sleeper agents during 
the ‘80s while hiding their identities  from a neighbor in 
the FBI, seemed to � t the bill. 

� e premier didn’t sell itself to me. � e pilot episode 
was an hour and a half long and seemed to be all over the 
place with no clear plot. It seemed to be introducing new 
characters with no explanation as to whom they were or 
why I should care about them. � e part that really put me 
o�  though, was the fact that everything was sexualized.  
From the gear used to restrain a hostage to a very out of 
place scene in the beginning, it seems the producers were 

seeing how far they could stretch their TV-MA rating 
and there really didn’t seem to be a need for it. It seemed 
that the writers couldn’t � gure out a better way to � ll the 
air time than with out of place sex scenes.

� e second episode was a big improvement. While 
still a bit over sexualized, this episode had much more 
action than the � rst as Phillip and Elizabeth attempt 
to get a bug into a high ranking o�  cials house. It was 
exciting to see some actual spying being done by these 
aparently highly trained agents. Additionally, it expanded 
on the relationship between the two characters and their 
children who have no idea who their parents truly are. 

“� e Americans” is a show worth watching but it is 
something of an acquired taste, and I don’t blame you if 

you turn it o�  and just play Black Ops instead. 

“The Americans”

BY ZACH SMICKLE

World News Editor

As an advocate of time away from the TV and as 
someone easily o� ended by lackluster acting that smears a 

hopeful plotline with hackneyed dialogue and gore, I was 
reluctant to watch the new Fox series “� e Following.” To 
my wildest surprise, however, “it is but agony of desire” 
that I experience awaiting the next episode.

Kevin Bacon stars in the series as an ex-FBI agent 
intricately entwined in a web of violence, deceit and 
a� ection as he engages on a cat-and-mouse chase to halt 
a series of diabolical and crude murders performed by 
a cult of Edgar Allan Poe’s works. � e cult was created 
when a charming, suave and deceitful former literary 
professor obsessively sought to bring Poe’s works to life, 
enlisting copycat killers to gauge the windows to the soul 
out women’s sockets, su� er a man through a “Pit and the 
Pendulum” situation and quite literally “fan the � re” of 

critics of his  novel, through match, gasoline and blaze.
� e allusions to Poe’s works are engaging and 

accurate enough to shut up die-hard Gothic-Romantic 
fans. � e characters are fresh and exciting, foiled well and 
contain their own meaningful sub-plots. 

� e show is an adequate thriller. I found myself 
crumbling with anticipation when guessing which lines 
of work the cult may obscure into reality next, and 
the gore was not dramatized. � e actors are believable, 
loveably insane and delicately feathered on a tinge of 
kick-butt and evil. 

I was sucked in completely, and if you appreciate 
dark thrillers and literature, you too will “love (it) with a 
love that (is) more than love,” I nearly guarantee.

“The Following”

BY ANNA CUTAIA

Arts & Literature Editor

I was expecting ABC’s new cooking elimination series 
“� e Taste” to be unique. It is about four professional 
chefs, Anthony, Nigella, Malarkey and Ludo, who 
each captain four person teams ranging from career to 
everyday cooks. 

Each episode has a di� erent theme. In the team 
challenge, all participants must create a dish using one of 
three mandatory ingredients. � e team’s chef picks one 
spoon from his or her team and sends it to a guest judge 
who tastes the food without knowing what it is. � e 
winning cook then gains immunity for the next round.  

During the solo round, participants must make 
another dish without any set ingredients, but they must 

follow the theme. After an hour all spoons are sent to 
the four chefs. � ey critique not knowing what they 
are eating or who made it, and contestants listen from 
behind as their dishes are being discussed. Each chef picks 
a best and worst spoon and can unknowingly eliminate 
someone from his or her own team. 

I was not overly impressed; the show seemed 
muddled and it was hard to follow all 16 contestants. 
Nothing could be taken away from the experience. 
Viewers don’t see how the participants cook; they only 
see the � nal product. 

It was a little too much like a reality show, with 
plenty of yelling and cursing. � e chef ’s egos were also 

very annoying. I don’t think I’ll be watching again.

“The Taste”

BY DALLAS ERNST

Entertainment Co-Editor

ABC’s new conspiracy thriller “Zero Hour” 
premiered on Valentine’s Day, but viewers were probably 

left more confused than in love.
� e hour-long episode takes o�  when Hank 

Galliston’s wife is abducted by international terrorist 
White Vincent. Hank turns to trusted employees, Arron 
and Rachel, to help � nd her.

Hank and FBI agent Rebecca Riley follow a map 
discovered in a clock bought by Hank’s wife earlier to the 
location labeled “New Bartholomew.” � ey discover an 
old Nazi submarine and, to Hank’s disbelief, the body of 
the man called New Bartholomew.

Meanwhile, Arron and Rachel � nd the clockmaker, 
who describes a major conspiracy called Zero Hour and 
explains that 12 new apostles were assembled to protect 
the world from the Nazis. Each apostle was given a clock 

containing a secret and if someone such as Vincent 
locates each clock, the world could be brought to an end.

“Zero Hour” has promise. � e plot, although 
confusing and somewhat similar to that of “� e Da 
Vinci Code,” is intriguing and while the characters are 
nothing special, Hank’s status as a magazine publisher is 
a much needed break from the popular TV professions 
of doctor or detective. However, with all the intricacies 
that make up “Zero Hour” it seems that it might have 
made a better movie than series; it is unfathomable how 
its material will last more than two seasons. 

Despite being hard to follow, “Zero Hour” is a 
unique addition to television with an attention-grabbing 
premise.

“Zero Hour”

BY COURTNEY THOMSPON

Sta�  Writer

The end of winter brings a new lineup of shows to replace those on midseason break. From Edgar Allen Poe to Cold War-era 
secret agents, check out our recommendations on what to  watch and what to skip.
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Award Season Round UpAward Season Round Up
Picture: “Argo”
Actor: Daniel Day Lewis, “Lincoln”
Actress: Jennifer Lawrence, “Silver 

Linings Playbook”
Supporting Actor: Christoph 

Waltz, “Django Unchained”
Supporting Actress: Anne 

Hathaway, “Les Miserables”
Director: Ang Lee, “Life of Pi”
Foreign Language Film: “Amour”
Adapted Screenplay: Chris Terrio, 

“Argo”
Original Screenplay: Quentin 

Tarantino, “Django Unchained”
Aninmated Feature Film: “Brave”
Original Song: Adele and Paul 

Epworth, “Skyfall”

Production Design: “Lincoln”
Cinematography: “Life of Pi”
Sound Mixing: “Les Miserables”
Sound Editing: tie between 

“Skyfall” and “Zero Dark � irty”
Original Score: Mychael Danna, 

“Life of Pi”
Costume: “Anna Karenina”
Documentary Feature: “Searching 

for Sugar Man”
Documentary Short: “Inocente”
Film Editing: “Argo”
Makeup and Hairstyling: “Les 

Miserables”
Animated Short Film: “Paperman”
Live Action Short Film: “Curfew”
Visual E� ects: “Life of Pi”

Picture, Drama: “Argo”
Picture, Musical or Comedy: “Les 

Miserables”
Actor, Drama Picture: Daniel 

Day-Lewis, “Lincoln”
Actress, Drama Picture: Jessica 

Chastain, “Zero Dark � irty”
Director: Ben A�  eck, “Argo”
Actor, Musical or Comedy Picture: 

Hugh Jackman, “Les Miserables”
Actress, Musical or Comedy 

Picture: Jennifer Lawrence, “Silver 
Linings Playbook”

Supporting Actor, Picture: 
Christoph Waltz, “Django Unchained”

Supporting Actress, Picture: Anne 
Hathaway, “Les Miserables”

Screenplay, Picture: Quentin 
Tarantino, “Django Unchained”

Original Song, Picture: “Skyfall” 
by Adele, “Skyfall”

Animated Picture: “Brave”
Series, Drama: “Homeland”
Series, Musical or Comedy: 

“Girls”
Actress, Drama Series: Claire 

Danes, “Homeland”
Actor, Drama Series: Damian 

Lewis, “Homeland”
Actress, Musical or Comedy 

Series: Lena Dunham, “Girls”
Actor, Musical or Comedy Series: 

Don Cheadle, “House of Lies”
Supporting Actor, Series: Ed 

Harris, “Game Change”
Supporting Actress, Series: 

Maggie Smith, “Downton Abbey”
Miniseries or TV Film: “Game 

Change”
Life Achievement Award: Jodie 

Foster

Actor, Picture: Daniel Day Lewis, 
“Lincoln”

Actress, Picture: Jennifer Lawrence, 
“Silver Linings Playbook”

Supporting Actor, Picture: 
Tommy Lee Jones, “Lincoln”

Supporting Actress, Picture: Anne 
Hathaway, “Les Miserables”

Cast, Picture: “Argo”
Stunt Ensemble, Picture: “Skyfall”
Actor, Drama Series: Bryan 

Cranston, “Breaking Bad”
Actress, Drama Series: Claire 

Danes, “Homeland”
Actor, Comedy Series: Alec 

Baldwin, “30 Rock”
Actress, Comedy Series: Tina Fey, 

“30 Rock”
Cast, Drama Series: “Downton 

Abbey”
Cast, Comedy Series: “Modern 

Family”
Stunt Ensemble, Series: “Game of 

� rones”
Life Achievement Award: Dick 

Van Dyke

Album of the Year: Mumford and 
Sons, Babel

Record of the Year: Gotye 
featuring Kimbra, “Somebody � at I 
Used to Know”

Song of the Year: Fun. featuring 
Janelle Monae, “We Are Young”

Best New Artist: Fun
Best Pop Solo Performance: 

Adele, “Set Fire to the Rain”
Best Pop Duo Performance: 

Goyte featuring Kimbra, “Somebody 
� at I Used to Know”

Best Pop Vocal Album: Kelly 
Clarkson, “Stronger”

Best Rock Performance: � e 
Black Keys, “Lonely Boy”

Best Rock Song: � e Black Keys, 
“Lonely Boy”

Best Rock Album: � e Black 
Keys, El Camino

Best Rap Performance: Jay Z and 
Kanye West, “Ni**as in Paris”

Best Rap/Sung Collaboration: 
Jay Z and Kanye West featuring Frank 
Ocean and � e Dream, “No Church in 
the Wild”

Best Rap Song: Jay Z and Kanye 
West, “Ni**as in Paris”

Best Rap Album: Drake, Take 
Care

Best Country Solo Performance: 
Carrie Underwood, “Blown Away”

Best Country Duo/Group 
Performance: Little Big Town, 
“Pontoon”

Best Country Song: Carrie 
Underwood, “Blown Away”

Best Country Album: Zac Brown 
Band, Uncaged

Best Comedy Album: Jimmy 
Fallon, Blow Your Pants O� 

Best Musical � eater Album: 
Once: A New Musical

Best Short Form Music Video: 
Rihanna and Calvin Harris, “We 
Found Love”

Best Long Form Music Video: 
Mumford and Sons, Edward Sharpe, 
Magnetic Zeros and Old Crow 
Medicine Show, “Big Easy Express”

MusiCares Person of the Year: 
Bruce Springsteen

President’s Merit Award: LA Reid

OSCARS
Host: Seth MacFarlane

GRAMMYS
Host: LL Cool J

GOLDEN GLOBES

SCREEN ACTORS 
GUILD

Hosts: Tina Fey and Amy Poehler

RAZZIES
Worst Picture: “Breaking Dawn 

Part 2”
Worst Actor: Adam Sandler, 

“� at’s My Boy”
Worst Actress: Kristen Stewart, 

“Breaking Dawn Part 2” and “Snow 
White and the Huntsman”

Worst Supporting Actor: Taylor 
Lautner, “Breaking Dawn Part 2”

Worst Supporting Actress: 
Rihanna, “Battleship”

Worst Screen Couple: Mackenzie 
Foy and Taylor Lautner, “Breaking 
Dawn Part 2”

Worst Prequel, Remake, Rip-O�  
or Sequel: “Breaking Dawn Part 2”

Worst Director: Bill Condon, 
“Breaking Dawn Part 2”

Worst Screenplay: David Caspe, 
“� at’s My Boy”

Worst Screen Ensemble: the entire 
cast of “Breaking Dawn Part 2”
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French Court Feuds With Twitter
BY EMILY MCKINNEY

News Editor

Recently in light of anti-Semitic 
tweets, a Jewish student organization 
brought up a case in which Twitter is 
being sued to release the identities of those 
posting anti- Semitic along with other 
tweets containing racial slurs and hash 
tags.

� e case is in review and will be 
decided by a French judge. � ere is 
much controversy surrounding the case 
because it is essentially the American 
way of free speech against Europe’s ban 
on hateful speech.

“In the United States, we give 
virtually absolute protection to free 
speech — even if it’s o� ensive to di� erent 
minorities,” said Christopher Mesnooh, 
an American lawyer who practices in 
France. 

Twitter has deleted many of the 
racist and anti- Semitic tweets but refuses 
to hand over the identities of the users 
who posted the tweets due to the fact that 
user data is processed and gathered in 
California and not Europe. � erefore the 

European regulations on speech do not 
apply to the case.

Another aspect of controversy 
surrounding the case is that some of these 
tweets that are seemingly racist are not 
directed at or meant to harm anyone. It 
is di�  cult to distinguish between tweets 
containing racial slurs as a mere joke 

amongst friends and a tweet that was meant 
to be hateful and hurtful. People believe 
that a machine cannot tell the di� erence 
between intentional hatred and a couple of 
friends joking around, therefore it is unfair 

to punish Twitter users. 
 Manuel Diaz, who runs a company 

that helps to advise European companies 
on how to stay virtual, o� ered his view 
on the case. He feels that it does not 
make sense for Twitter, business wise, to 
ignore the requests of the French judge, 
especially in lieu of the fact that Twitter 
is planning on opening an o�  ce in Paris. 

He advises that Twitter review the 
case carefully and asks one question:

“How do I deal with the di� erent 
laws in the di� erent countries, as I am 
... now a global media, a worldwide 

media, and I need to have some strategy 
and agreements with the governments in 
the di� erent countries I’m based in?” Diaz 
asks.

Sony Gives Sneak Peek to PS4
BY MIRANDA ZINN
Editor in Chief

Sony recently announced the highly 
anticipated PlayStation 4 (PS4) for 
Christmas 2013. � e PS4 will hit 
shelves this year, but the actual look of 
the device is still � rmly under wraps, 
with no hardware being revealed at its 
launch event in New York beyond the 
DualShock 4 controller and a stereo 
camera.

However, the PS4 isn’t a total 
mystery. Sony was plenty forthcoming 
with features and specs for its next-
generation gaming console. � e PS4 
will pack in a X86 processer with eight 
CPU cores.

What does that mean for gamers? 
Sony claims an “exponential leap over 
its predecessors” in terms of processing 
power, with the PS4 able to suspend 
and resume gameplay simply by hitting 
the power button. � e PS4 will be able 
to upload and download games in the 
background – even when the power button 
is o� .

� e one piece of hardware that Sony 

was willing to share was the DualShock 4 
controller. Closely resembling the layout of 
the current PS3 controller, the DualShock 
4 adds enhanced rumble capabilities, a 
Share button and touch pad along with a 

headphone jack and a light bar which lets 
the PS4’s stereo camera track and identify 
the controller in 3D.

� e Share button is central to position 
the PS4 as a social device. Your pro� le will 
be tied into Facebook integration. A tap 
of the Share button will let you broadcast 
your current game in real-time to friends.  

If you’re � nding a particular bit of the 
game challenging, you’ll be able to pass 
control onto a friend.

� e PS4 will also be compatible with 
the PS Vita handheld console, meaning 

you’ll be able to stream games directly 
to your PS Vita from the PS4. Sony 
also promised integrated phone and 
tablet apps in the future.

Sony revealed plenty of new 
titles in the works, including racing 
game “DriveClub”, Ubisoft’s hotly-
anticipated thriller “Watch Dogs”, 
� rst-person shooter “KillZone: 
Shadowfall”, open-world indie puzzler 
“� e Witness” and a new “Final 
Fantasy” from Square Enix.

So far, the PS4 seems to be a 
noteworthy contender, but the tech 
world is 

still waiting 
to hear from 
M i c r o s o f t 
on the Xbox 
720.  

Metapaper 
Blocks Wifi 

Source: news.cnet.com

“In the United States, we give 
virtually absolute protection to free 
speech - even if  it’s offensive to 
different minorities.”

        -Christopher Mesnooh

BY DOM MONTEMARANO

Sports Editor

After years of collaboration 
and hard work, scientists from 
Institut Polytechnique de Grenoble 
(INP) have developed a new variety 
of wallpaper that can block out 
unwanted Wi�  signals and/or enclose 
Wi�  signals, which could decrease 
the threat of hackers. 

� is new breed of wallpaper, 
which was developed in France, 
has the same appearance and feel 
of regular wallpaper, however it is 
coated with thin silver ink, which 
blocks certain Wi�  signals and radio 
frequencies. 

Besides blocking Wi�  signals 
and enhancing radio connections, 
the wallpaper would also be able to 
block out electromagnetic waves 
frequencies, which are considered 
hazardous by many people.

According to Pierre Lemaitre-
Auger, the director of studies at 
Grenoble’s INP, the wallpaper will 
serve as protection to people’s health 
as well as protection to the health of 
people’s technological devices. 

“� is is for people who want the 
opportunity to protect themselves 
and have very low levels of radio 
waves in their apartment,” stated 
Lemaitre-Auger.  

Although this technology has 
been used in hospitals and business 
buildings before, it will o�  cially hit 
the market sometime this year. � e 
wallpaper has become extraordinarily 
useful for hospitals as it has the ability 
to protect the frequencies transmitted 
by machines.  

According to critics, the pricing 
of the wallpaper will be parallel to the 
prices of regular wallpaper. 

� e Grenoble Institute of 
Technology is a French technological 
univeristy that has produced many 
industrial pioneers over the years. 

Even with this new type of 
wallpaper, the possibility remains 
of unwanted electromagnetic 
frequencies entering through 
windows and doors.

noteworthy contender, but the tech 
world is 

still waiting 
to hear from 
M i c r o s o f t 
on the Xbox 

Technology is a French technological 
univeristy that has produced many 
industrial pioneers over the years. 

wallpaper, the possibility remains 
of unwanted electromagnetic 
frequencies entering through 
windows and doors.

Source: www.pastemagazine.com



BY NATE KING

Science & Technology Editor

Chinese computer criminals have been 
targeting western companies and 
media websites, most recently 
the Wall Street Journal, the New 
York Times, the Washington Post 
and social media website Twitter. 

� e foreign hackers 
allegedly in� ltrated the 
NYT’s computer network and 
obtained information about 
writers covering Chinese Prime 
Minister Wen Jiabao, as well as 
collecting the passwords of all 
the employees at the NYT and 
gaining access to 53 of their 
personal computers.

Twitter was also hacked, 
and in a statement, the website con� rmed 
that 250,000 user accounts had been 
compromised. 

While the exact methods behind the 
attacks are still nebulous, cyber security 

experts have identi� ed “spear phishing” as 
a possible culprit.

“Spear phishing” is when a hacker 
sends an email to the victim and disguises 
that email so it appears to be from a trusted 

source. Once the victim opens the email 
and any attachment/link contained within 
it, malware will be installed on the victim’s 
computer, giving the hacker access to � les 
and data stored on the computer.

A vice president at Mandiant, a 
security company currently working with 
the NYT and the Washington Post, gave 
possible explanations as to why the Chinese 
government may be behind the attacks.

“[Chinese government hackers] 
want to know who the sources are, 
who in China is talking to the media 
… � ey want to understand how the 
media is portraying them — what 
they’re planning and what’s coming,” 
said Mandiant.

Following the coverage of these 
attacks on CNN and the New York 
Times, the Chinese government has 
denied that the attacks originated from 
China.

“All such alleged attacks are 
groundless, irresponsible accusations 
lacking solid proof or reliable research 

results,” said Chinese spokesman Hong Lei.
� e Chinese Ministry of National 

Defense also denied connection to the 
attacks in a separate statement.                                        

US Sites Attacked by Chinese Hackers
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Apple Co-founder 
Claims “jOBS” 
Biopic Inaccurate
BY MORGANNE MALLON

Entertainment Editor

Only a few days passed 
following the death of Steve 
Jobs in 2011 before Hollywood 
began planning to release 
autobiographical movies on the 
Apple CEO and co-founder. 
� e � rst of these � lms to be 
released will be Joshua Michael 
Stern’s “jOBS,” which has 
already met a considerable 
amount of controversy.

Stern’s � lm premiered at 
the Sundance Film Festival in 
January and will be released 
theatrically on April 19, 
the 37th anniversary of the 
founding of Apple. Aside from 
those who attended the festival, 
all that audiences have seen of 
the � lm is a short clip.

Despite the clip lasting 
one minute, Steve Wozniak, 
who co-founded Apple with 

Jobs and served as his right 
hand man, has found multiple 
inaccuracies. 

“We never had such 
interaction and roles,” 
Wozniak told Gizmodo.com. 
“Personalities are very wrong 
although mine is closer.”

In the clip, Kutcher 
portrays Jobs as outspoken 
and brazen while in reality 
Jobs was notoriously shy. Gad 
portrays Wozniak as indi� erent 
and professional, but Wozniak 
insists that he was a kid at the 
time and wore jeans rather than 
the tie seen in the clip.

Wozniak also claims 
that it was he who learned of 
the potential social aspect of 
computers from the Homebrew 
Computer Club, which Jobs 
had not attended; therefore it 
was Jobs who was convinced to 
go public.

BY DAN FAVARO

Managing Editor

Attention De� cit Hyper-
activity Disorder (ADHD) is a 
neurological disorder a� ecting 3-5 
percent of school aged children 
which comes in a range of severity 
and symptoms. Symptoms include 
lack of attention, hyperactivity 
and impulse behavior, which 
range from almost insigni� cant 
symptoms to incredibly 
dominating problems. 

� ere are many medications 
available to treat ADHD, including 
Ritalin, Oncerta and Adderall 
which couple with behavioral 
therapy, but these medicines can 
come with side e� ects which may 
increase current symptoms or 
cause the rise of new symptoms.

In a recent study, 48 percent 
of patients surveyed reported at 
least one side e� ect when taking 
ADHD medicine; common side 
e� ects were lost appetite, sleep 
problems and mood swings. 

Adderall, a stimulant medicine 
used to increase focus, has 
addictive properties. Mood swings, 
depression and irritability, which 
commonly come with Adderall 
usage, can result in behavioral 
problems and even suicide. 

Another problem with the 
medications is that they simply 
are not e� ective. Studies have 
been conducted which show that 
90 percent of patients continued 
to struggle with their symptoms 
despite the e� orts of the prescribed 
medicine, and the symptom 
severity was not signi� cantly 
di� erent either way.

� is information then begs 
the question, “why even take the 
medicine in the � rst place?” If the 
symptoms are usually the same 
whether you take the medicine or 
not, and there is a risk of addiction, 
depression and suicide, then why 
prescribe it to children at all?

Source: headlinedigest.com

Source: photoblog.nbcnews.com

Black Marble 
Catches Eyes
When the average American thinks about what the world 
looks like from space, many have one photo that instantly 
comes to mind. Blue Marble, a photo taken by the Apollo 17 
crew in 1972, continues to wow viewers with its bright colors 
and incredible depiction. People have attempted to retake 
the picture over time, however, Blue Marble has recently 
been blown away by an even more breathtaking photo 
similarly named Black Marble. This photo is taken from the 
same distance as Blue Marble, but shows the opposite side 
of the world at night time. It’s amazing how a single light can 
change the view of the planet forever. 

Caption by Erin McNeely

Health Aware
“ADHD and 

Medication”



SportS
By Erin Corry 
World News Co-Editor 

The boys’ basketball team fell to 
Scranton on Feb. 20 with a close 46-42 
loss in their first playoff game. The boys 
had fallen to Scranton once before, but 
kept their hopes high and played with skill 
attacking the basket and maintaining tight 
defense. Scranton fought back hard and 
the team ended its season with an exciting 
last game that ended up going into double 
overtime, keeping everyone in the gym on 
their toes until the final buzzer. 

The boys’ fought hard all game, but 
really shined in the second half to make 
up for their 24-16 trail to Scranton at 
halftime. During the third quarter, the 
team scored 11 points with senior captain 
Bryan Schor scoring 4 and senior Zach 
Stauffer hitting a three point shot to lead 

the team. 
Overall the boys penetrated the basket 

with senior captain Troy Smith and Schor 

scoring 13 points each and senior captain 
Brent Fragola scoring 7 points. The boys 

also played very strong defensively but 
were taken over by the other team’s height 
and skill.

“It was a tough game and we played 
our hardest, but in the end it just didn’t 
go our way,” commented senior Connor 
Decker. 

The team had a great season and can 
surely be proud of their success on the 
court. They ended their season with an 
outstanding 16-9 record and had one 
player, Fragola, reach his 1000th point 
which is a great feat for any basketball star. 

“Obviously we all wanted more, but 
we always competed and we played hard 
each game. We changed a culture where 
we expect to win every time and now it’s 
up to the underclassman to step up and 
keep that going,” concluded head coach 
Kris Holtzer. 

By JEss BalCarCEl  
Staff Writer

The Lady Warriors fought their way 
to playoffs by facing the Scranton Knights 
on Feb. 20 at North Pocono. Sadly, their 
season ended there, losing to Scranton 
with a final score of 33-37. Senior Katie 
Murphy led the team with 13 points, while 
junior Emily Peters scored seven points.

Losing the tip off pushed the Lady 
Warriors back into a 2-3 defense. Within 
the first minute the Knights were up by 
a basket. The Knights were then pushed 
back into a man to man defense where 
Murphy put the Warriors on the board, 
sinking two foul shots.

The first quarter was fast paced, 
constantly going from offense to defense 
for both teams. Well played defense by 

both teams allowed for minimal shots and 
by the end of the first quarter, the Warriors 
had an 8-7 lead.

Little into the second quarter, Scranton 
was up 8-11 but not for long with Peters 

swishing a three pointer to tie up the game. 
With lay ups and put backs made by the 
Lady Warriors, increased their lead, ending 
the half 16-12.

Opening up the half, Scranton went 
back and forth from a man to man, to a 2-3 
zone. Throughout the quarter there were 
many fouls committed by the Knights, 
allowing many opportunities for the Lady 
Warriors to score on foul shots. At the end 
of the third quarter, the Warriors were still 
up, 26-18.

The Knights started off with great 
aggression  the fourth quarter, pressing 
the Lady Warriors after each made basket.  
Many fouls were committed by both 
teams, but the Knights made just a few 
more than the Warriors, putting them in 
the lead. The fourth quarter was ended  in 
a defeat for the Warriors, 33-37.

Lady Warriors’ Season Comes to End 

Warriors Succumb to Scranton

 Katie Murphy, SENIOR

“Katie plays hard every game 
and is a well-rounded player.”

           -Coach Al Holtzer 

SPOTLIGHT
ATHLETE

   Troy Smith, SENIOR

“Troy is a superior athlete and 
is one of the best guards in 
our conference.  He steps up 
in big games and when he has 
confidence he can play really 
well.”
   -Coach Kris Holtzer 

Senior Darian Walter dribbles to 
the baseline and pulls up for a jump 
shot. 
Photo by Jess Balcarcel

SPOTLIGHT
ATHLETE

Flying their way out of snowy PA, the Diamonds 
heated up at the National High School 
Cheerleading Championship (NHSCC) on Feb. 9 
in Disneyworld.  Participating in the semi-finals, 
the girls placed 17 out of 24 teams in the first 
division and 22 teams in the second division. 
“It was disappointing that the girls didn’t make 
it to the finals, but they had an enjoyable time 
spending their last team day together,” said 
Coach Jen Simonsen. The girls spent free time 
at Magic Kingdom and Animal Kingdom. 

DV Cheers at Nationals

Senior Brent Fragola evades defender 
by passing ball to teammate. 
Photo by Erin Corry

Collegiate Update
Chris Horner, a 6’3 senior defensive lineman 
at Division I Colgate University, has recently 
been named defensive MVP of his team.  
Along with Chris’s accomplishments, the 
Colgate football team won the Patriot 
League Championship this year, went 
to national playoffs and finished out the 
season ranked 25th in the country.  “I like 
winning because I’m very competitive but 
other than the victories, I met some of my 
best friends here on the football team that I 
wouldn’t have met otherwise,” said Chris. 
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SportS
By AlyssA Kelly

Opinions Editor

The Warriors took on the Valley View 
Cougars at their final home meet of the 
season on Feb. 12. The meet ended in 
overwhelming victory by both the boys 
136-45 and the girls 113-70.

From the beginning, the meet 
looked promising for the Warriors. The 
Lady Warriors racked up 10 points by 
placing first and third in the 200 Yard 
Medley Relay. Contributions by the boys 
came soon after when the they took first 
and second as well in their first event, 
furthering the lead even more.

The Warriors continued their winning 
streak with the help of senior Dave Larson, 
sophomore Colin Naturale and junior 

Jonathan Leili each placing first, second 
and third in the Boys 200 Yard IM.

During the 
diving portion 
of the meet, the 
Warriors shined 
as they effortlessly 
took first in both 
the boys and 
girls category. 
Senior Kristiana 
Brush scored 
an impressive 
216.95, and 
senior William 
Welker finished 
with a final score 
of 172.75 as well. 

The events following diving also 

resulted in wins for the Warriors, 
expanding the lead from the Cougars. 

Sophomore Stephanie 
Marcucci placed 
first in the 100 Yard 
Butterfly, followed by 
a first place victory 
by sophomore Aspen 
Narvarte in the 100 
Yard Freestyle.

By the end of the 
meet, the boys won 
124-43 and the girls 
113-70, leaving the 
combined team score 
for the Warriors at 
an impressive 237 to 
Valley View’s 113. 

By GrAce FArrell

Sports Co-Editor

On Feb. 8, the Warrior 
wrestling team headed 
down to Hershey, PA. to 
participate in the AAA 
team state championship.  
The Warriors performed 
exceptionally well, 
finishing top 8 in the state 
for the second year in a 
row.

“I’m very happy with 
the boy’s performance.  
Finishing top 8 in a 
state like Pennsylvania, 
the toughest and most 
competitive state in the country, really 

shows that we are an elite program,” 
said head coach Lou 
DeLauro. 

Along with 
that noteworthy 
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t , 
seniors Martin Strenk, 
Jack Fagan, Jake Lang 
and sophomore Matt 
Wagner all finished 
out the weekend-long 
tournament with 
four victories and no 
losses.

“Being a senior 
heavy team, a lot of 
us had the mentality 
that we had to go 

out there and make a statement for our 

last year of wrestling at Delaware Valley.  
Coming off a top 8 finish from last year 
we knew that we had a lot to prove to 
show that we are a legitimate team in PA.  
I made sure to secure the win first and 
then looked for bonus and it worked that 
weekend.  Now all of us need to keep the 
momentum rolling for the individual post 
season,” said Strenk.  

“Having several wrestlers go undefeated 
at states is a great accomplishment and it 
really makes a statement that our team can 
compete with anyone,” added Fagan.  

The Warriors will compete at 
individual states in March, hoping to claim 
more victories and medals and to continue 
the dynasty they have created this season. 

Warrior Wrestling Refuses to Lose
Top 10 wrestlers continue to Regionals this weekend 

Cougars Can’t Escape the Warriors

  Matt Wagner, SOPHOMORE

“Matt is a man of few words, but 
when he steps on the mat he is all 
business.”  
            -Coach Lou DeLauro 

SPOTLIGHT
ATHLETE

  Luke Reixinger , SENIOR

“He came in first in three of his 
events. He has been a very hard 
and dedicated worker throughout 
the season.”
 -Coach Joe Kusner

Junior Rian Fowler gets in postion 
before taking off into the water.
Photo by Alyssa Kelly

SPOTLIGHT
ATHLETE

Stepping onto the court for one of the final home games in his career, senior Brent Fragola went in to the 
game against North Pocono both focused and determined to reach his 1000 points. An avid player both 
on and off the court, Brent has been a member of the boys’ basketball team since his freshman year. 
Always working towards success, Brent continued to excel among his teammates, quickly finding himself 
competing at the varsity level. His hard work continued to show as the number of points he was scoring per 
season was growing rapidly. After experiencing their district title the year prior to this, Brent went into this 
season determined to help his team surpass expectations. In addition, Brent was focused to join his coach 
Kris Holtzer, as well as many other Delaware Valley alumni, in the 1000 point leader board. “It feels good 
knowing that my hard work paid off which has left me with some good opportunities after high school. I 
have enjoyed being around the guys, managers and coaches the most this season, which has left memories 
that I will remember for the rest of my life,” said Brent.

Contributed Photo / Caption by Erin McNeely

Fragola Reaches 1000 Point Leaderboard
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Junior Jalen Palmer easily 
overpowers his opponent.
Contributed Photo
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