
BY SHAINA KLEIN

News Co-Editor

On Dec. 18, students 
and faculty came together 
to make Empty Bowls 
possible for the sixth 
consecutive year in a row, 
raising nearly $1,400.

Empty Bowls was 
founded by the non-pro� t 
organization imagine/
RENDER in 1990, 
making this year the 
project’s 25th anniversary. 
Its mission is to raise both 
money and awareness for 
the � ght against hunger 
through art.

Artists internationally 
participate in Empty 
Bowls events, and the 
premise of the project is to invite patrons to 
a simple meal of soup and bread.

At the core of this particular event, 
Ceramics I students made coil bowls and 

sold them to students and faculty for 
donations of about $10 each, and � lled 
them with their choice of soup. 

Along with Ceramics 
I students, students from 
Painting I, AP Studio Art 
and Digital Photography 
also participated in the 
event.

Dr. Irene Lantz’s 
fourth period Painting 
I class, along with Mrs. 
Tricia Kaylor’s third period 
Ceramic Is class, worked 
with artist in residence 
Ellen Jamiolkowski 
to create artwork that 
connected to the idea of 
shelter. 

“When I � rst met with 
[Jamiolkowski], I told her 
about Empty Bowls. It was 

great because that connected to her work—
the idea of basic human needs: shelter and 
hunger,” said Mrs. Kaylor.

BY LINDSEY TOOMER

Sta�  Writer

Eight-year-old Sa’fyre Terry has one 
wish this Christmas season – to get as 
many Christmas cards as possible.

Liz Dolder, Sa’fyre’s aunt, purchased 
a card tree and Sa’fyre is determined to 
� ll it.

“When she said she can’t wait to 
� ll up the card tree my response was ‘I 
don’t think it’s gonna get � lled up but I 
am sure we will get a few more cards,’” 
Dolder said on a Facebook post.

Sa’fyre lost her father, sister and two 
brothers to a house � re in May 2013. 
She was the only survivor of the � re and 
was found shielded by her father’s body. 
Even so, she su� ered from severe burns, 
and lost her right hand and her left foot. 
Since then she has had over 50 surgeries.

DV junior Cassandra Ho� man 
heard from her mother about Sa’fyre’s 
wish, so she went to assistant principal 
Mrs. Nicole Cosentino and they began 
working together to get the school to 
make cards for Sa’fyre. 

“She’s [Cassandra] really the driving 
force,” Mrs. Cosentino said.

� e administration helped her 
organize by putting up an announcement 
and asking homeroom 
teachers to read the 

announcement.
“A lot of homeroom teachers 

have taken this and ran with it,” Mrs. 
Cosentino said.

Cassandra looked to � nd age-
appropriate holiday cards that she could 
print out for students to use and make 
their own card for Sa’fyre. She also went 
to classes and talked about Sa’fyre’s wish 
and gave them cards to � ll out.

“Some people think this time of 
year is about getting rather than giving, 
so I think this is a great project to give 
to a little girl who lost it all,” Cassandra 
said.

Boxes were set up in the 9/10 and 
11/12 o�  ces to collect cards.

DV has collected boxes of cards 
that they sent to Sa’fyre on Dec. 18.

As of Dec. 14, Sa’fyre had received 
more than 300,000 cards, gifts and 
letters from people all over the world, 
with many more coming her way in the 
next few weeks.

“She can’t believe it,” Dolder said. 
“She’s such a humble little girl, too. She 
really is.”

Volunteers from her town, 
Schenectady, NY, have helped Sa’fyre 
open and sort the thousands of cards 
and packages.

Schenectady Post Master John 
Reilly told ABC News that it took two 
2-ton mail trucks and a rented cargo 
truck to deliver all of the mail.

“It’s really wonderful, the 
outpouring of love for this family and 
this little girl,” Reilly said.

On Dec. 14, the charity “Baking 
Memories 4 Kids” gave 

Sa’fyre and her family 
a trip to Walt Disney 
World in February, 
according to ABC 
News.
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Vice principal named best 
in state

Vice Principal of Academic Affairs Mrs. Nicole 
Cosentino has been recognized as Pennsylvania 
Vice Principal of the Year. Mrs. Cosentino was 
nominated by high school Principal Mr. Brian Blaum 
to be in the running for the vice principal of the year 
this past fall. 
Mrs. Cosentino will get to attend a state conference 
next fall in State College, Pa. She is now in the 
running for the national award, but she does not 
know what the process will entail. 
“The award is a clear refl ection of the staff, 
students and administrators here at Delaware 
Valley,” she said. “I was lucky enough to win it, but 

it’s a refl ection on everyone’s hard work and dedication.”

Contributed Photo/Caption by Amanda Brown
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Art students serve donated 
soups during the Empty 
Bowls event.
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Please see BOWLS, Page 5



MS: Molly Scollo(Interviewer)
DH: Denali Hutzelmann (Interviewee)

MS: What sports are you involved in with the 
school?

DH: Swimming, cross country and track. 
MS: How does school work for you? 
DH: I come in 5th period every day, and I 

attend 5th, 6th and 7th period. With school 
sports it’s easier to come in for those periods. 
With homeschooling, I have more � exibility. 
I take my English course online because it’s 
international, so I get to learn  with kids in 
Scotland and my teacher lives in Belgium. I 
didn’t want to give that up. 

MS: Could you describe your daily 
schedule? 

DH: I have one lecture a week for English, 
so every morning I have a little bit 
of English homework. I workout 
before � nishing up any other work.  
After that, I come into school for 
the last three periods and then go to swim practice, 
whether it’s at the school or with my club team in New 
York. When I practice in New York, I practice from 
5:30-7:30 or 6:00-8:00 at night, depending on the 
day. 

MS: How did you get into sports?
DH: My family is very active. My dad runs and my 

sister is a competitive swimmer.  It’s funny when my 
sister used to have practices at the school, they would 
be in the girls’ locker room after swim practice and 
all the older girls let me in the locker room. I thought 
to join the “shower party,” I’d have to be on the swim 

team. 
MS: In swimming and 

track, what’s the highest 
(level) you’ve achieved?

DH: I’ve been to States in 
cross country and swimming. 
In track, I was a few seconds 
away from States, but I was 
battling injury. 

MS: Do you train at 
home? 

DH: My dad has put 
together a pretty nice gym in 

our basement. Most people have a china cabinet in 
their dining room; we have a spin bike in ours. My 
dad trains with me a lot so I do a lot of working out at 
home. I do extra exercising to make up the di� erence 
for my height. 

MS: What are your main sports goals for 
this year?

DH: I de� nitely would like to make it 
to States in an individual race. Last year I 
only went for relays. For spring, I’d like 

to make States for track, but we’ll 
see how the season goes. 

MS: What has been one of 
your biggest accomplishments as an 

athlete?
DH: Overall, looking at it on paper 

when I was eight, I was ranked � rst in 
the country for an individual race. 

� at was a big highlight for me. 
Also, breaking a district record with 
the relay team last year was really 
cool. 

MS: As you head into the more 
important swim meets of the 
season, what are you most 

looking forward to? 
DH: It’s been an interesting year. We had Janel 

Llwellyn and Stephanie Marcucci last year. � ey were 
both on my relay team so it’s been a hard transition. 
But we’ve got Karolina Baranowski and Lexi Brandt 
joining the relay, so I’m really excited to have them 
join the relay and see what we can do together. 

MS: Do you have an inspiration/ role model?
DH: My sister. She was an extremely fast 

swimmer. She had shoulder surgery and she overcame 
it. She’s swimming in college now at a pretty high 
level. Watching her overcome the injury was really 
inspiring.

MS: Besides sports, do you have anything else 
you’re really passionate about?

DH: I play the violin, and I want to major in music. 
I’ve been playing since I was six. So that’s something 
I want to pursue. I haven’t been as dedicated to it as 
swimming but I’m passionate about it.

MS: Do you plan to continue your athletic career 
after high school?

DH: Yes. I’m not sure whether I want to swim or 
run or both. But I de� nitely want to continue doing 
sports.

MS: Do you have any quotes that have inspired 
you? 

DH: Struggling with my height, Shakespeare 
has this great quote, ‘ And though she be but little, 
she is � erce.’ It’s something I’ve always tried to carry 
through.

MS: Any advice you have for young athletes?
DH: Dedication and discipline. It’s hard because 

you go through high school and there’s a lot to give in 
to, to not go to practice or not skip this meet.  When 
you put in the work, the reward is unexplainable. 
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Denali Hutzelmann

Junior Denali Hutzelmann has an infectious 
personality and a heart full of determination. 
In order  to uphold  her superior athletic 
performance, Hutzelmann trains like a champion. 
Throughout her entire life, Hutzelmann has 
channeled the focus and discipline needed to 
accomplish her athletic and academic goals.

- Molly Scollo 

Favorites:
Color: Teal

Sport: Swimming 

Movie: “Troy” 

Food: Steak 

Song: “DeBeriot’s 9th 

Concerto”

Feature News

MS: How does school work for you? 
DH: I come in 5th period every day, and I 

attend 5th, 6th and 7th period. With school 
sports it’s easier to come in for those periods. 
With homeschooling, I have more � exibility. 
I take my English course online because it’s 
international, so I get to learn  with kids in 
Scotland and my teacher lives in Belgium. I 

MS: Could you describe your daily 

DH: I have one lecture a week for English, 

the last three periods and then go to swim practice, 
whether it’s at the school or with my club team in New 
York. When I practice in New York, I practice from 
5:30-7:30 or 6:00-8:00 at night, depending on the 

this year?
DH: I de� nitely would like to make it 

to States in an individual race. Last year I 
only went for relays. For spring, I’d like 

to make States for track, but we’ll 
see how the season goes. 

MS: What has been one of 
your biggest accomplishments as an 

athlete?
DH: Overall, looking at it on paper 

when I was eight, I was ranked � rst in 
the country for an individual race. 

� at was a big highlight for me. 
Also, breaking a district record with 
the relay team last year was really 
cool. 

MS: As you head into the more 



SkillsUSA members move on to state competition
BY VANESSA PAOLELLA

Circulation Co-Manager

Members of the SkillsUSA chapter competed at 
the district competition on Dec. 2 at Johnson College 
and on Dec. 4 at Luzerne County Community College. 
Senior Chris DeVilliers won � rst place out of six 
students in Industrial Motor Control and sophomores 
Brandon Collins and Isaiah DeTroy took third place in 
Masonry and Action Skills respectively. � ese students 
will continue to the state competition in early April.

SkillsUSA is an organization that encourages 
students in vocational technology programs to learn 
critical skills and apply them in competitive events. 
Events range from health services and business skills to 
electrical and construction based events.  

Approximately 15 DV students competed at the 
competition; 300 students competed in all.

Students who did not place in the top three at 
districts and have completed level one of the professional 
development program are eligible to compete in 
leadership events at the state competition. � ose who 

did place will compete at the state competition in the 
same events they medaled in.

Descriptions of competitive events are available 
online Students are noti� ed beforehand about any special 
equipment that will be used during the competition, 
giving students an opportunity to familiarize themselves 
with any machinery they may not have used in the past. 
Yet, not all of the contest descriptions were uploaded in 
a timely manner.

Most of the event 
descriptions were uploaded 
weeks in advance, however, 
the descriptions for 
Masonry and Industrial 
Motor control were some of 
the last to be uploaded. � e 
description for Masonry was 
uploaded only eight days 
before the competition, 
and the Industrial Motor 
Control description was 
uploaded only three 

previous, leaving both DeTroy and DeVilliers little time 
to prepare. 

Despite this, they were able to excel in their events 
and medal.

� ree judges, with professional knowledge in the 
� eld, score the students’ work using a predetermined 
rubric. Tests are written, hands-on, or both.

Contests may be individual or team events of up to 
six members.

Members of DV’s SkillsUSA chapter met 
weekly in preparation of this competition. Students 
competing in the leadership events used this time 
to prepare for their events, while students who 
competed in the skills events used what they 
learned during class. 

Even though the school pays the fee for the trip 
and the competitions, students conduct fundraisers 
to pay for other club activities and snacks for the 
trip. Previous fundraisers include washing cars and 
selling chocolate covered pretzels in Milford. 

 

Page 3Del.Aware - December 23, 2015

Inquiring Photographer
“PENNSYLVANIA IS ONE OF ONLY SEVEN STATES IN THE U.S. ACCEPTING 

SYRIAN REFUGEES. WHAT ARE YOUR THOUGHTS ON THIS?”
BY VANESSA PAOLELLA

Students shine in holiday show
BY LINDSEY TOOMER

Sta�  Writer

City Stage hosted its annual Holiday 
Spectacular show at the Milford � eater on 
Dec. 11 and 12. � ere were performances 
from members of the DV Drama Club 
and other members of the community.

Seniors Lexi Fean, Alex Miller, 
Alyssa Mancuso, Martha Morton, Ashley 
Vecchio, Justin Pranga, 
Brianna Kislak, Kris 
Tjornhom, Aspen Narvarte 
and Meghan Krause, 
juniors Molly Scollo and 
Faith Jennings, sophomore 
Chrissy Nagrowski and 
freshmen Emily Jacobus and 
John Anthony Cirello were 
featured in the cast. 

Melissa � omas, the 
choreographer for the DV 
Drama productions, was 
the director of the show. 
She teaches dance classes at 
the Milford Performing Arts 
Center.

� e show consisted of performances 
of classic holiday songs. Solos such as 
“Santa Baby” and “Have Yourself a Merry 
Little Christmas” were performed by 
Kislak, Scollo, Fean, Miller, Narvarte and 
Tjornhom. Kislak and Tjornhom sang the 
classic duet “Baby It’s Cold Outside” and 

Miller and Scollo sang “Auld Lang Syne.” 
“It’s always fun to come back and 

put on a great show with everybody. It’s 
something I always look forward to. � e 
show puts the whole cast together and 
prepares us for the high school show in 
April,” said Scollo. 

Along with the DV Drama Club 
members, students from DV middle and 
elementary schools were featured as well.

� e City Stagettes, 
Jennings, Kislak, Krause, 
Nagrowski, Narvarte 
and Vecchio, performed 
two dance routines to 
“Polar Express” and “Let 
It Snow.” 

� ese drama club 
members will also 
be featured in a “My 
Funny Valentine” 
cabaret featuring classic 
Broadway love songs in 
February.

City Stage will also 
be hosting a spring show 

at the Milford � eater, which will be a 
songbook featuring songs from speci� c 
Broadway composers. 

“It was my � rst year in the show and 
I really regret not doing it in past years,” 
said Mancuso. “� e atmosphere on stage 
was very celebratory and it was a blast to 
work with everybody.”

“I agree that we should be 
accepting them because if  
they need a place to go, we 

should be providing it.”
Jon Roe 

Class of 2018

“People are starting to 
overreact… I feel like it’s 
not as bad as people make it 

seem.”
Bri Galarza 

Class of 2016

“It’s all water under the 
bridge now.  Two years ago it 
should have been addressed, 

not now.”
Mr. Anthony Lanfrank

Faculty

“The Syrian refugees who are 
being accepted have been vetted 
for so long…these people are 
doctors, writers and teachers, not 
just random military-aged men.” 

Collin Kawan-Hemler 
Class of 2018

“I understand the refugees 
wanting to get out… but the 
people accepting them have to 
worry about the possibility of  

terrorists.”
Mr. George Gelderman 

Faculty

“I think we should put 
our country’s needs fi rst…
before we help out anyone 

else.”
Shaye Kelly 

Class of 2019

High school girls sing 
“Winter Wonderland/
Silver Bells.”
Photo by Lindsey Toomer

DeVilliers, Collins and 
DeTroy show off  their 
medals with their adviser 
Mr. Dobrzyn.
Contributed photo



Letter Guidelines
The Del.Aware is an administrative reviewed 
publication of  the journalism class of  Delaware 
Valley High School. The Del.Aware will print 
acceptable letters written by current students 
which may be edited or condensed for reasons 
of  libel, good taste, grammar and punctuation.
Mail: Letters to the Opinions Editor, Del.
Aware, 252 Route 6 & 209, Milford, PA 18337
Email: the.del.aware@gmail.com
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World News Editor
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 All body types deserve love
� e premiere of the latest Victoria’s Secret Fashion 

Show on Dec. 8 has once again stirred up anyone who 
has access to social media. Way too many people view 
the Victoria’s Secret Angels as a reason to feel bad about 
their bodies. To be honest, no one is telling anyone 
what “body goals” are or have to be. If looking like 
those girls is your goal, go for it. If not, why would 
watching them bother you? Everyone is di� erent and 
should be di� erent. Just because someone decided that 
the Angels should look a certain way doesn’t mean 
that they believe everyone should look that way. Who 
said that if you don’t look like those girls you aren’t 
perfect? Victoria’s Secret is marketing underwear- not 
dieting plans, not Weight Watchers and de� nitely not 
insecurities.

As a thin girl myself, it is extremely insulting to 
hear people automatically assume that every thin 
person is starved, malnourished, anorexic or has some 
kind of problem. I eat more times a day than most 
people I’m sure. No one should be stereotyped like that 
by his or her looks.  

On that note, the Victoria’s Secret Angels are far 
from starved. Some models may take it to the extremes 
but these girls have some sense. Justin Gelband is 

the certi� ed � tness trainer for the Angels and he told 
Cosmopolitan magazine, “It’s not a game where you eat 
� ve carrots, a few string beans and a small yogurt.” � e 
girls meet to exercise for an hour and a half, four days 
a week. Each girl is given an individualized workout 
routine to get in the best shape for their body. � e 
Angels are constantly working up their strength. � e 
girls also see a nutritionist to create a food plan (not 
diet) that pertains to their blood type, calcium and 
iron levels. “If you train and exercise with me, you 
eat- no juicing, no diuretics,” Gelband said. So don’t 
underestimate these girls.

Nowadays people are constantly complaining that 
thicker girls are not appreciated or represented enough 
in the media and that being thin is not what people 
should strive for. Unfortunately, some don’t realize that 
those thin girls have feelings too and they deserve to be 
photographed just as much as any other body type. We 
don’t need to change the body types that are prevalent 
in the media today. We just need to accept more to  
appreciate everyone for whatever they look like.

                                                     ASHLEY VECCHIO

                                                               Class of 2016

� e Victoria’s Secret Fashion Show aired Dec. 8 and 
my Twitter feed was bombarded with tweets similar to 
“Why can’t I look like a Victoria’s Secret Angel?” 

� e fashion show does nothing but give girls yet 
another unobtainable goal of being stick skinny to be 
considered beautiful. To me the models look starved, sickly 
and unreal. I researched the extent that some models go in 
order to lose weight. 

Supermodel Beverly Johnson told online news source 
Hu�  ngton Post Live, “We didn’t even drink water because 
we thought water was fattening.” 

� ere have also been mentions of other rules models 
must follow in more extreme cases, such as no eating solid 
foods, drinking a lot of co� ee and smoking cigarettes. 
Models participate in the cotton ball diet. � ey suck on 
� ve cotton balls dipped in orange juice in order to feel 
full without gaining weight. I understand this is a radical 
action that not all models follow through with, but the 
supermodels on the runway create an unreal body image 
that girls look up to and strive for. Victoria’s Secret 
promotes this with their annual fashion show.
                                                              
                                                            NICOLE DARDIA

                                                                   Class of   2017 
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Every day teenagers around the world have choices to make. Who to talk to, what to 
wear and my personal favorite, what to eat. However, teens don’t know what chemicals, 
GMOs and disease causing foods they are consuming on a daily basis.  

In the morning, we wake up to either skip breakfast or put a genetically altered, 
high fattening, or chemically-� lled food in our bodies to last until our next high 
cholesterol, disease causing meal. Eating clean, as some may call it, is an incentive that 
I think America’s youth needs to start participating in. It goes past looking good - looks 
fade. However, feeling good is a luxury many do not have that we all could. 

Now, I know we’re young and should have the freedom to eat whatever we want 
(because we all only live once, commonly known as YOLO). However, with Type 2 
Diabetes and obesity capturing today’s teens, the YOLO mentality will slowly fade. 
Eventually we will become so unhealthy we won’t even be able to live.  

Isn’t it sad that the food we love, such as chips, fast food and fried food are the 
cheapest to buy and the easiest to � nd? Nearly 1 in 3 children (ages 2-19) in the United 

States is overweight or obese, putting them at risk for serious health problems. � is 
terrible epidemic has taken over the United States. And as a nation, we need to take 
charge of the food we distribute.

� is problem can be stopped. It is as easy as starting with a couple of rules we 
should strive to live by. We should know and be able to pronounce all the ingredients 
we are about to consume. Try to eat organic, even though organic food is more 
expensive than the regular brands. Remember that we only have one body. Stay away 
from certain ingredients including high fructose corn syrup, corn (most of which is 
genetically modi� ed), high sodium, sugar content, etc. 

If we all start caring about our bodies and taking the initiative to be healthier, we 
can start living a better lifestyle now and begin on the road to a much healthier future.
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                      CHLOE TENNEY

                                                                                                                Class of 2018

Eating healthier begins with taking initiative

“You will never be happy if you continue to search for 
what happiness consists of.” - Albert Camus



BY LAUREN ZIOLKOWSKI

Opinions Editor

Twenty three-year-old Nicolle Herzog is a former 
Delaware Valley student and 
Del.Aware sta�  member. Her 
personal diligence, combined 
with her passion for language, 
landed her in southwest France 
working on her own educational 
career, as well as the careers of 
many others.

Nicolle graduated from 
Delaware Valley in 2010 and 
attended Bucknell University 
thereafter. She dual-majored, 
studying both political science 
and French, a language and 
culture she fell in love with 
beginning in middle school.

“According to one of my best friends,” said Nicolle, 
“one day in middle school, I said I was going to live in 

France.” Her predictions were nothing less than accurate. 
Nicolle’s academic experience at Bucknell was 

exceptional. She was able to study abroad twice, work 
under brilliant professors and feel truly prepared to tackle 

the Master’s program she is currently 
enrolled in.

Only several weeks into her � rst 
semester studying abroad, Nicolle 
decided that France was the place 
she wanted to live after her education 
in the United States was complete. 
Following her graduation from 
Bucknell, Nicolle moved to a small 
town called Dax, France. Only a few 
months ago, she moved again to La 
Riche, an area about two hours from 
Paris, where she currently resides. 

In� uenced by her adoration for 
teaching and her love for the French 
language, Nicolle started her career as 

an English teaching assistant for the French Ministry of 
Education last year in a public high school. She loved this 

experience so much that, while she pursues her Master’s 
degree in English, she decided to continue teaching. She 
currently works as a private English teacher.

“I think about how passionate I was about learning 
French in middle and high school, and I really love trying 
to inspire that same passion for language in my students. 
� at moment when you see the lightbulb go o�  over 
their heads because they’ve � nally understood, that’s my 
favorite part,” Nicolle explained.

Nicolle plans on living in France permanently, 
hoping to one day achieve the status of professor. � e 
French lifestyle has come to suit her. While she continues 
her typical American lifestyle of hanging out with friends, 
eating pizza, working out, and watching Net� ix, she 
points out that the French lifestyle is a bit more relaxing.

“For example,” Nicolle said, “it’s normal to take an 
hour and a half lunch break or to spend an afternoon 
laying on the grass in the park with a book. It’s a much 
more relaxed culture because there is a certain joie de 
vivre that doesn’t exist in the United States. I’ve learned to 
appreciate the little moments in my day thanks to that.”

Where are they now?
Nicolle Herzog teaches English in France and recieves master’s degree
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“With this project, we are marrying 
these two things together” 

Jamiolkowski inspired students to 
create tiles representing what their idea 
of shelter 
was. Many 
incorporated 
open-hands, 
lights and 
quotes into 
their design.

One tile 
read, “Stay 
as long as 
you need,” 
while another 
depicted a 
girl reading a 
book.

T h e s e 
tiles were 
then placed in boxes that Mr. Will 
Tidridge’s Building class made from 
recycled and scrapped wood. When put 
together, the boxes each sheltered a bowl 
and created a massive installation art 
piece. 

AP Studio Art contributed by making 

a paper-machete sculpture of a man with 
the weight of the world on his back. � e 
man was on all fours and had clearly 
de� ned ribs with skin the color of � re. � e 

world on his back consisted 
of a collage of notes and 
pictures written and drawn 
by middle school students of 
what they thought of when 
they heard “hunger.”

Digital Photography 
students also participated, 
making the Empty Bowls 
bulletin board on display at 
the top of the R-pod. 

� e collaborative e� ort 
also included work from 
students in the Electrical 
Occupations class, who 
made sure the room the 
lunch was held in was 

electrically � t to handle the amount of 
crockpots plugged in.

All soups were donated either by 
students or local restaurants, allowing 100 
percent of the funds raised by the event to 
go directly to the local food pantry.
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Directions: Search through the articles in this issue of the newspaper and 
fi nd the answers to the questions listed below. The fi rst person to solve this 
edition’s puzzle and email his or her answer to the.del.aware@gmail.com 
will receive a prize.

1) Who does 
Harrison Ford 
play in the new 
Star Wars fi lm?

2) Which 
company 
released new 
statistics on HIV/
AIDS?

3) Who did the 
Water Warriors 
compete against 
on Dec. 10?

BY AMANDA BROWN

Sports Editor

Scooping up snowmen
Directions: Search through the Del.Aware for some snowmen and email 
your answer to the.del.aware@gmail.com. The winner will receive a prize. 

Herzog and classmates celebrating 
their school colors at Bucknell 
University.
Contributed Photo

Faculty admires students’ artwork 
and enjoys soup.
Photo by Shaina Klein

BOWLS: Art students host 
Empty Bowls fundraiser
From Page 1



BY MOLLY SCOLLO & LEXI FEAN

Sta�  Writer  & Arts & Literature Co-Editor

After weeks of rehearsals and 
preparation, the Delaware Valley Music 
Department showcased their talents in their 
winter concerts.

Jazz Band/Concert Band
On Dec. 13, the Delaware Valley 

concert band and jazz band performed their 
annual winter concert. 

� e audience was swayed into the 
holiday spirit with the jazz band’s portion of 
the concert. “Swinging Christmas” and “My 
Favorite � ings,” were two unconventional 
Christmas numbers featured in the set. 

Following the jazz band, the 9/10 
concert band and 11/12 concert band each 
performed individual sets. “My favorite part 
of the concert was de� nitely performing 
with just the 11/12 band for the � rst time,” 
said junior Adam Sandonato. 

Both the 9/10 and 11/12 bands 
combined to � nish the concert with series 
of holiday songs, leaving the audience with 
a joyful outlook on the holiday season. 

“� is concert is always my favorite. 
It puts me in such a festive mood,” said 
audience member Christine Jennings.

 “With it being my last winter concert, 

it was really bittersweet for me, but hearing 
what we were able to produce tells me the 
program is only going to go up from here,” 
said senior Brianna Kislak. “I’m looking 
forward to what we will accomplish in the 
spring.”

 Chorus/Orchestra
On Dec. 20, a week after the band’s 

concert, the orchestra and chorus held their 
winter concert. 

� e program started with Mr. Richard 
Horst directing the chamber choir with 

three holiday songs, including the popular 
“Ave Maria.” � e concert choir joined them 
for their six pieces, concluding with an 
arrangement of James Pierpont’s “Dashing 
� rough the Snow.” To � nish the choral 
section of the concert, the Glee Club 

performed their piece “Run to You.”
� e string orchestra then took 

their places on the stage and performed 
four numbers, featuring senior vocalist 
Martha Morton in “I Dreamed a 
Dream,” from the Broadway production 
Les Miserables. � e symphony orchestra 
also performed four numbers, including 
Leroy Anderson’s “Sleigh Ride.” � e 
orchestras were conducted by Mr. David 
Swinehart, with the exception of two 
songs directed by student teacher, Mr. 
Patrick Hein. � e chorus came back to 
perform “Christmas Finale,” a medley of 
three popular Christmas songs.

“It is such a privilege to make music 
with so many passionate musicians and 
to have such passionate directors is an 
honor,” said junior chorus member 

Gabriella Cuevas. 
� e orchestra and chorus are now 

preparing for their spring concert and trip 
to Disney in June.
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On Dec. 4 and 5, freshmen 
Theodore Bookey, Gwen 
Boonyam, Ashton Forichon, 
Melissa Kelleher, Haili Lombardo, 
Ashley McDougall, Taylor Moglia 
and Xavier Pick participated in 
the annual Marywood University 
Honors Band Festival.
The students auditioned with a 
prepared etude and were ranked 
based on their performance 
among a group of about 250 
musicians.
The festival was a tremendous success according to band director 
Mr. Lance Rauh. Of the eight students, Boonyam, Bookey, Kelleher, 
McDougall and Moglia were accepted into the elite Honors Band. 
Boonyam and Moglia were also chosen as top chair in their 
sections, trombone and clarinet, respectively.

Photo and Caption by Shaina Klein

Music Dept. performs annual winter concerts

Students excel in 
Marywood Honors Band

Food drive 
encourages 
giving back 

BY MEGHAN KIEDERER & 
SHAINA KLEIN

Circulation Co-Manager & News 
Co-Editor

� is holiday season students 
were able to give back to local 
communities.

� e Food Management, 
Production and Service class 
participated in a week-long project 
seasoning, cooking and carving 
turkeys for the Salvation Army in 
Port Jervis. 

Students gained real-world 
experience by using industrial ovens 
and working in teams to complete 
the large task, better preparing them 
for the food-service industry.

However, the project did more 
than just teach the students the 
technicalities of cooking a turkey; 
it gave them the opportunity to do 
something good.

� e food’s class was not the 
only part of DV to give back this 
holiday season; the entire school 
was encouraged to participate in a 
holiday food drive from Nov. 6 to 
Nov. 24.

� e homerooms competed 
to see who could collect the most 
food. On Nov. 24, the number of 
cans were counted and Sr. Gary 
Cotroneo’s homeroom was the 
winner. 

“� ere are so many less 
fortunate people in the world than 
the students will ever know. � ere is 
so much need that they should give 
back,” said Sr. Cotroneo. 

� ere were a total of 2,318 
cans collected. All of the cans were 
donated to three local food pantries; 
the Ecumenical Food Pantry at 
the Church of Good Shepherd in 
Milford, the Holy Trinity Lutheran 
Church Food Pantry in Dingmans 
Ferry and the Good Cheer Food 
Pantry at St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Church in Greeley.

Enough food was collected from 
both the middle and high school to 
provide food until the spring for the 
food pantries.

Auditions 
When: Jan.
 9 at 10 a.m.

Where: 
Auditorium 

The jazz band entertained the audience 
with holiday tunes.
Photo by Molly Scollo



Page 7Del.Aware - December 23, 2015

Much like at the beginning of the year when 
seniors vote on their favorite student for 

each category, the faculty of DVHS voted on their 
own personal faculty favorites. All the voting and 
awards were organized by Ashley Vecchio, the 
president of the DV chapter of Junior Historians.

    -Nate Hayes 

Friendliest 

Miss Tomaskovic 
Mr. Mattil 

Best Smiles

Mr. Holtzer 
Mrs. DeLauro 

Substitutes

Faculty Bookworms

Mr. Pol Ms. DiMarzio

Most Worldly

Mrs. Krasulski 
Mr. Marcial 

Most likely to be at
 school until 6 p.m.

Mr. DeLauro 
Ms. Simonsen

Best Personalities Most Sociable 

Mrs. Donovan
Mr. Marcial 

Most in with 

Mr. Lanfrank 
Mrs. Osczepinski 

Students 
Most Cynical 

Mrs. Chromey
Mr. Farrell 

Most Talented 

 
Mr. Rauh
Dr. Lantz 

Faculty Clowns

Mr. Cykosky 
Mrs. Osczepinski

Best Buds 

Mr. Farrell 
Mr. Matz

Mr. Tidridge 
Mrs. Batista 

Most Congenial

Most School 
Spirited                 

Ms. Simonsen  
Mr. Barnett 

Best Dressed 

Mr. Peters 
Mrs. Farley 

Best Hair

Faculty Brains 

Mr. DeVizia 
Mrs. Pope

Photos by Nate Hayes, Meghan Kiederer and Adam Parent

Mr. Cotroneo
Ms. Robinson

Mr. Sotak
Mrs. Cosentino 



Gay Priest 2015 mass shootings hit record high

Top four student travel destinations
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UNICEF 
celebrates 
awareness

BY COURTNEY KELLY

Editor in Chief

In 2015 alone, there have been at least 
353 mass killings in the United States. 
� e numbers of killings has outnumbered 
the days in a year.  

� e FBI de� nes a mass killing as four 
or more victims who have been killed at 
one event, in one location. � e majority, 
by 77 percent, of all mass killings is death 
by gun. 

According to USA Today mass killings 
happen about every two weeks.

 Many of the killings that occur go 
unpublicized to the American people. 
About only one percent of mass killings 
are reported nationally, even though many 
occur more frequently. 

Most of the time, killings are not 
announced nationally because, those 
particular situations do not meet the 
standards of mass killings for the FBI. 

� e latest mass shooting took place at 
San Bernardino, Calif., where 14 people 
were killed and others were 17 injured.  
� is event was declared an act of terrorism 
by the FBI. 

� e majority of mass killings are family 
related; 53 percent of the killings in 2015 
were family related. 

According to several maps that have 

been released, analysts have suggested 
that there has been a pattern to the mass 
killings. President Barack Obama also 
believes there is a pattern connecting the 
mass killings in this country. 

“� e one thing we do know is 
that we have a pattern now of mass 
shootings in this country that has no 
parallel anywhere else in the world,” said 
President Obama, to CBS Evening News 
after the shooting at San Bernardino. 
“� ere are some steps we could take, 
not to eliminate every one of these mass 
shootings, but to improve the odds that 
they don’t happen as frequently.”

� ere is no de� nitive answer 
whether or not the multitude of mass 

shootings in the United States this year is 
the result of a pattern; however, the number 
for mass killings this year is the highest it 
has ever been. 

“� ere have been more mass shootings 
in the past year than any other,” said junior 
James Stevens. “Something needs to be 
done. Domestic terrorism has become 
the norm, and we can’t let that happen. 
Domestic terrorism has become the norm 
and we cant let that happen.”

 

BY NATE HAYES

Science & Technology Editor

Dec. 1 marked the 27th 
annual World AIDS Day. World 
AIDS Day is a day dedicated to 
raising awareness of the AIDS 
pandemic caused by the spread 
of HIV infection  and mourning 
those who have died of the disease. 

With the passing of this 
recent day of awareness and 
recognition, UNICEF (United 
Nations International Children’s 
Emergency Fund) has released 
new statistics on HIV/AIDS and 
their e� ect on children and youth 
in third world countries, primarily 
Sub-Saharan Africa. 

It has recently been found that 
the number of adolescent deaths 
from AIDS has tripled over the last 
15 years, becoming the number one 
cause of death among adolescents 
in Africa and the second leading 
cause of death among adolescents 
globally. Additionally, with the 
expansion of advanced health 
care and improved treatment and 
prevention, adolescents are the 
only group for which the mortality 
rates are not decreasing. 

� e most prevalent source of 
transmission is mother to child 
transmission. Children who are 
infected and born with HIV/AIDS 
are unaware of their condition and 
grow up without treatment. One 
in three of the children under 
the age of 15 living with HIV are 
being treated.

UNICEF prides themselves 
in promoting the rights and 
wellbeing of every child around 
the globe and are taking action to 
provide treatment and awareness 
for the cause.

Despite the staggering statistic,  
UNICEF believes an AIDS-free 
generation is within reach, due to 
30 million cases prevented, eight  
million deaths averted and 15 
million people living with HIV/
AIDS currently on treatment. 

Washington, D.C. is the capital of the 
United States and holds an immense amount 
of history. Students can get a taste of history 
by visiting several of the memorials such 
as the Lincoln Memorial and the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial. D.C. is also home to 
several museums like the Smithsonian. 
Students can also visit the White House, 
the Capitol Building and the Library of 
Congress.

BY MEGHAN KIEDERER

Circulation Co-Manager

Rome possesses years of in� uential 
art, buildings and culture. In the city, 
students can visit the Colosseum, the stone 
amphitheater that was built around 70-72 
A.D. Students can also travel to Vatican 
City which is home to the Sistine Chapel. 
On a tour of the Chapel, students can look 
up and see the prestigious ceiling painted by 
Michelangelo.

Amsterdam is home to several historical 
and fun attractions. While in Amsterdam 
students are able to see what they have 
learned in school come to life, by visiting the 
Anne Frank House, the Van Gogh Museum 
and the Rijksmuseum.  Students can go on 
a boat cruise down the Amstel River to get a 
view of the city.

New York is one of the largest cities 
in the United States. While in New York, 
students can visit the Empire State Building, 
the Statue of Liberty and Times Square. New 
York is home to several iconic museums 
such as the Museum of Natural History, 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art and the 
Guggenheim Museum. Students can also 
travel to Chinatown, the Bronx Zoo and 
catch a show at the Radio City Music Hall.

Rome possesses years of in� uential 

, ,

New York is one of the largest cities 

Mass killings plotted amongst the United 
States in the year 2015. 

Source: breitbart

Source: usa today



BY AMANDA BROWN

Sports Editor

One of the main stories in the media 
has been the Syrian refugee crisis and how 
America and other countries are planning to 
handle the � ood of displaced people. Middle 
Easterners are leaving their home country 
due to the increasing violence caused by 
ISIS. 

� is year, more than 800,000 men, 
women and children are 
� eeing from Syria and 
crossing the Mediterranean 
and Aegean seas. More 
than half of the refugees 
are under the age of 18. 
People are � eeing due to the 
persecution and violence 
in Syria, Afghanistan, Iraq 
and other Middle Eastern 
countries. � e war has killed 
more than 200,000 people 
and has cut life expectancy by 20 years.

Not only are there 800,000 people 
� eeing the Middle East, but there are also 
6.5 million displaced Syrians within Syria. 
People are walking hundreds of miles during 
the night to avoiding being shot by snipers 

or being caught by soldiers. 
Under international law, refugees 

cannot be forced back to the countries they 
have � ed.

Presently, 31 U.S. states are not 
welcoming refugees. Most Syrian refugees 
remain in the Middle East. Slightly more 
than 10 percent of the refugees have traveled 
to Europe. 

Canada is one of the countries 
welcoming refugees.  

“Welcome to 
your new home,” 
Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin 
Trideau said to 
the country’s 
i n c o m i n g 
refugees.

� e refugees 
go through many 
interviews and 
b a c k g r o u n d 

checks before they are allowed into the 
United States. Only 1,500 Syrian refugees 
have been accepted into the United States 
since 2011, but the Obama administration 
announced in September that 10,000 Syrians 
will be granted entry next year. � e United 

States, the largest donor of humanitarian aid 
to the Syrians, has given $4.5 billion in aid 
so far.

“And as President, my � rst priority is 
the safety of the American people. And 
that’s why, even as we accept more refugees, 
including Syrians, we do so only after 
subjecting them to rigorous screening and 
security checks,” president Barack Obama 
stated.

� e acceptance of immigrants has 
created a lot of controversy throughout 
America because of the recent political 
debates and the ongoing disagreements 
about foreign policy and ISIS. One of the 
presidential candidates who feels strongly 
on this topic is Donald Trump.

“I’m putting people on notice that are 
coming here from Syria as part of this mass 
migration, that if I win, they’re going back,” 
Trump stated.

However, former Florida Governor Jeb 
Bush said, “I believe that the great majority 
of people coming here illegally have no 
other option. � ey want to provide for their 
family. But we need to control our border.”
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Syrian refugees given sanctuary Japan 
resumes 
whaling

BY COURTNEY KELLY

Editor in Chief

Since March of 2014, Japan 
has banned the hunting and killing 
of whales. However, Japan has 
recently declared that they will 
resume whaling. 

“� e solution is that we will 
have to agree to disagree,” said 
Japan’s IWC commissioner Joji 
Morishita. “However, this does 
not mean that we will [kill all of 
the whales] because we want to 
have sustainable and healthy whale 
population.”

Many countries have been up 
in arms about Japan’s statement 
and have refused to let the issue 
go. Australia is considering 
taking up legal action, along with 
32 other nations who oppose 
Japanese whaling expeditions, 
according to Australia’s foreign and 
environmental ministers.

“Given that Australia has 
put out a public statement in 
opposition to the decision…I 
anticipate that will be a matter of 
discussion between us [Australia 
and Japan],” said Foreign Minister 
Julie Bishop.

Japan claims the whales they 
hunted and killed in the past two 
decades were for research, and 
this research has led them to � nd 
“long-term, sustainable use of this 
‘renewable marine food resource.’” 

However, many people have 
questioned the truth behind this 
research conducted by Japanese. 

 “I don’t believe that they are 
using the whales for research,” said 
senior Jacob Ahlstrand. ‘‘Due to 
the value of certain southern whale 
species, I believe that research is 
most de� nitely not the motive for 
Japanese whaling in the Southern 
Ocean.” 

Wacky news from around the world

On Dec. 7, Paul Rojek, 56, and his son Joshua, 33, of Syracuse, 
NY, were charged with the crimes of grand larceny and falsifying 
business records for allegedly stealing $41,000 worth 
of chicken wings from the Twin Trees Too 
restaurant, where t h e y both work as cooks. 
According to Syracuse authorities, 
the duo, over the course of 10 months, 
billed numerous orders of chicken wings 
to the restaurant’s business account 
and sold the wings to other restaurants, as well as 
to pedestrians who were walking on the streets of Syracuse.

A calendar that was released in Russia during the � rst week of 
December depicts some rather unorthodox 
behavior of some usually formal Russian 
Orthodox priests. � e calendar, simply 
entitled “Priest and Cats,” includes photos 
of 12 Russian Orthodox priests posing with 
their pet cats. � e idea of the calendar was 
conceived by Ksenia Luchenko, a journalist 
for Pravmir.com, an Orthodox news 
website, who concedes that the Russian 
Orthodox Church usually does not support 
such informal depictions of its clerics.

“� at’s why we did it ourselves,” 
Luchenko said. “We’re not linked to o�  cial structures.” 

Rioting ensued when a 42-year-old 
Zimbabwean man named Mison Sere was 
crowned “Mister Ugly” Zimbabwe’s fourth 
annual “Mister Ugly” competition, in which 
judges determine the winner by deciding 
which competitor is the least attractive, 
because many spectators felt that he was 
undeserving of the title because he was “too 

handsome” and that he was cheating by “basing his ugliness” o�  of 
unnatural features such as his lack of teeth; however, despite this 
backlash, Sere remains dismissive of critics. 

“� ey should just accept that I am uglier than them,” he said.

BY ADAM PARENT

World News Co-Editor

Duo accused of  stealing $41k of  chicken wingsHigh school holds funeral for lab skeleton

Russian priests pose with cats in calendar

Man accused of  cheating in “Mr. Ugly” contest 

On Dec. 3, students from Haydock High School in 
Merseyside, England, held a burial service for a lab skeleton 
that was discovered in a school storage closet. � e real 
human skeleton, which the students named Arthur, had 
been used as an educational resource for 40 years before 
it was replaced by a plastic skeleton and placed into one of 
the school’s storage closets. After discovering that the act of 
throwing away human skeletons was illegal, students and 
faculty decided to hold a funeral for Arthur, in which it was 
buried in a bamboo co�  n.

business records for allegedly stealing $41,000 worth 
from the 

t h e y 

to the restaurant’s 
and sold the wings to other 

On Dec. 3, students from Haydock High School in 
Merseyside, England, held a burial service for a lab skeleton 
that was discovered in a school storage closet. � e real 

been used as an educational resource for 40 years before 
it was replaced by a plastic skeleton and placed into one of 
the school’s storage closets. After discovering that the act of 
throwing away human skeletons was illegal, students and 
faculty decided to hold a funeral for Arthur, in which it was 

Man accused of  cheating in “Mr. Ugly” contest 

Source: cnn

Source: mirror

Source: nbc
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MAKE-YOUR-OWN SNOWFLAKE

1. Combine cookie crumbs, pecans, ¾ cup of 

powdered sugar and coconut into a bowl. 

2. Add corn syrup and preserves; stir well. 

3. Shape mixture into balls, measuring 1 

level tablespoon for each. 

4.Roll balls in remaining ¾ cup powdered 

sugar.

5. Position foam cone on serving plate. Place 

snowballs on toothpicks. Insert each toothpick 

into cone about 1 inch apart.

6. Place cranberries on picks in between each 

snowball. Decorate with mint sprigs.

White Christmas Tree Snowballs

Compiled by Kirsten Peters 

2 ¼ cups chocolate sandwich 

cookie crumbs
1 cup toasted, finely chopped 

pecans
1 ½ cups sifted powdered sugar, 

divided
¼ cup flaked coconut

¼ cup light corn syrup

¼ cup strawberry preserves

Movies
“The Santa Clause” 
“Elf” 
“A Charlie Brown 

Christmas”
Lights
White, gold or 
multi-colored, any type of 
lights are the perfect addi-

tion for your home. 
Hot Chocolate
Find your favorite  holiday 
flavor 
-Peppermint, caramel, white 

chocolate

Dessert
Homemade chocolate chip 
cookies or your favorite 

bakery apple pie 

Scented candles
From pine tree to sugar 
cookie, a scented candle 
will add a comfort to any 
home

Candy Canes
Stick them on your tree or 

save them for a sweet treat

DIY Gift for FriendsDIY Gift for Sibling

Some examples that you can use are:
1. A manicure or pedicure kit 

2. Your friends favorite cookie recipe
3. Fill the jar with your friends’ 

favorite candy.
4. Make a snow globe with the 

Mason Jar.
 5. Place a picture of you and your 
friend in the jar to make a cool picture 

frame add lights for an interesting 
effect.

A letter photo collage to reminisce 
about good times with your sibling.

Use mason jars to hold their favorite 
candy or a picture is a special gi�  that 

any friend would love. 

1. Dump 2 tbs. baking soda, 1/2 tbs. 
cream of tartar, 1 tbs cornstarch and 
1 tbs. Epsom salts  into a bowl and 

whisk together to remove lumps.
2. In a small jar, shake together 1/4 

tsp. of oil, a drop of food coloring and 
3/4 tsp. green tea. 

3. Dump the wet ingredients into the 
dry mixture until it has started to 

clump together and is completely dyed 
the color you added. 

4. Spoon the mixture into your cupcake 
tin and pack  tightly.

5. Dry for at least 10 hours.

DIY Gift for Dad DIY Gift for Mom

1. Get a large wooden letter of the 
fi rst initial of your sibling’s name, a 

paint brush and Mod Podge from any 
craft store.

2. Print out enough photos of you and 
your sibling to fi ll the letter.

3. Take your paint brush and brush the 
Mod Podge over the photos, waiting 

10 minutes between each coat (two to 
three coats).

4. For fun details, add any items that 
remind you of your sibling.

Compiled by Alyssa Mancuso Compiled by Madeleine Yost

MAKE-YOUR-OWN SNOWFLAKEDIY Gift for Dad DIY Gift for Mom
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1. Combine 1/3 cup shea butter and 
1/3 cup coconut oil in a saucepan 

over low heat, stirring until melted.
2. Remove pan from heat and pour 

contents into a heat-safe bowl.
3. Add 1/4 cup jojoba oil, 10 drops 
of rosemary essential oil and 3-5 

drops of peppermint oil to the 
mixture and stir well. 

4. Refrigerate until solid.
5. Remove from the 

refrigerator and whip mixture.
6. Spoon into jar.

Rosemary peppermint shaving 
cream for your dad.

A relaxing BathBomb for your mom.

Compiled by Kirsten Peters 
¼ cup light corn syrup

¼ cup strawberry preserves

  

1. Fill a clear, round 
ornament with fake snow.

2. Glue two pom poms on either 
side of the ornament.

   3. Glue a pipe cleaner around the 
top of the ornament, connecting the 

two pom poms.
  4. Draw two eyes and a smile with a 

black marker.
  5. Shade in a carrot-shaped 

nose in the center.
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Compiled by Shaina Klein Compiled by Lexi Fean

1 box devil’s food cake 
1 egg
 1 stick butter, soft-ened
1 stick unsalted butter
2 cups powdered sugar
 1 TB milk or heavy whipping cream ¼ teaspoon vanilla ½ teaspoon Pepper-mint extract crushed 

peppermints 

1. Combine egg and butter in a large bowl and 
mix until combined. Pour in devil’s food cake 
and mix until smooth. Roll dough into a ball 
and push flat onto a lined cookie sheet. Bake 
at 350 for 6-8 minutes. Place cookies on cooling 
rack.
2. Frosting: Mix butter until smooth. Mix in 
milk, vanilla, and peppermint extract. Then 
slowly add powdered sugar and beat until 
fluffy. 
3. Frost one cookie on the bottom then sandwich 
another cookie on top. Dip sides of cookie in 
crushed peppermint. 

1 box devil’s food 

Compiled by Gwen Nathan

Compiled by: Meghan Kiederer

Compiled by: Allison Wulfhorst

Peppermint Oreos

ker

1. Fold the square piece of paper in half 
forming a triangle.

2. Fold the triangle in half.
3. Cut three slits in your triangle, not all the 
way through, starting near the edge of the 
hypotenuse. Do not cut the folded edge.
4. Unfold your triangle. Starting from the 
inside, take the two pieces of paper and 

bend them forward to form what looks like a 
cannoli and tape it. Flip the paper over and 

do the same to the next strip. Repeat.
5. Take five more square pieces of paper 

and repeat steps one through four.
6. Join the six pieces together by connect-
ing them with either a stapler or glue at the 

center and bottom.

Sounds of the Season

“Holly Jolly” - Burl Ives

“It's beginning to look a lot like 

Christmas” - Bing Crosby 
“Christmas” - Darlene Love

“Have Yourself a Merry Little 

Christmas” - Judy Garland
“Last Christmas” - Wham!

“All I want for Christmas is you” - 

Mariah Carey

Compiled by: Allison Wulfhorst



BY SERA SHAFER

Sta�  Writer

Junior Jessica Ramos has impressed 
her teachers with her passion for art, 
which she says she has had for as long 
as she can remember. She 
recalls loving art even as 
a young child. 

Her favorite 
mediums to work with 
are water soluble pencils, 
pastels and watercolors. 

“I like them because 
they’re easy to blend so I 
can create exactly what I 
envision,” she said. 

Jessica has taken 
Ceramics, Drawing I 
and Drawing II in the 
past and is currently 
taking Painting, Jewelry 
Design, AP Studio Art 
and 3D Design. Jessica 
has also ventured out 
and taken classes outside 
of Delaware Valley. 

Jessica draws the inspiration for her 
work from her teachers and old artists 
unlike most artists who use the media to 
in� uence their art. She believes the use 
of the media as inspiration is no longer 

original which is why she attempts 
to look elsewhere for in� uences. Her 
teachers Dr. Irene Lantz, Mrs. Tricia 
Kaylor and Mrs. Christine Sweeney have 
all provided inspiration for her work 
along with old artists Jessica looks up to 

including Henri Matisse 
and Morandi. 

Jessica’s favorite 
assignment was her 
summer work for AP 
Studio Art. � e students 
were given multiple 
prompts including a 
still life, a replica of a 
famous piece and even 
an assignment in which 
they had to draw with 
ambiguous items such as 
a twig. 

“I liked it because 
I got to do whatever I 
chose without much 
direction and there was 
no one watching as I was 
working,” she said. 

Jessica plans on majoring in art in 
college, although she is not quite sure 
where she wants to go yet. She does 
know that she wants to stay close to 
home while still doing what she loves.
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Spotlight Writer
Jamie Wintermute

BY SARAH MCDOUGALL

Science & Technology Co-Editor

Writing is often perceived as a way to escape reality 
and create an alternate universe, one in which anything can 
happen. According to junior Jamie Wintermute, this holds 
true and is expressed in her writing.

Jamie is a student who goes above and beyond, 
especially when it comes to her extraordinary talent with 
writing. Her everlasting passion and determination has led 
her to immense success that continues to grow.

Jamie has consumed herself in writing since she was in 
elementary school. 

“I � rst became interested in writing when I had to 
write a short book in � fth grade as a project,” she recalled. 

Since then, she has taken her writing even further in 
high school with her involvement in the Creative Writing 
Club, in which she is able to freely express herself. When 

she is not busy, Jamie also writes on her own free time.
Jamie often opts for � ctional short stories, in which she 

is able to take any direction she desires. “I mostly like to 
write about fairytales because the things that I write about 
don’t need to be realistic,” she said.

Jamie attributes part of her success to her teachers for 
helping her throughout her journey, as well as her friends 
for helping her come up with new ideas. 

“I mostly look up to authors who write famous books 
that became movies because they were so successful,” she 
added.

In addition to best-selling authors, Jamie also receives 
inspiration from hearing people’s life stories and seeing 
di� erent places.

“I like writing because I am able to create many di� erent 
stories even though I can only live one story,” said Jamie.

� at being said, she plans to continue writing 
throughout her life, writing about life experiences as she 
grows older.

Writer’s Sample
It starts on Christmas Eve. � e night almost 
seems magical and the snow sits softly on 
ground. � e house is dark except the Christmas 
lights that glow on the tree. � ere is a lot of 
excitement but yet we are all very quiet. We 
wait in the living room until the whole family 
is gathered around the tree. My sister and I 
take our special Christmas Eve presents and 
slowly unwrap the wrapping paper. It’s a new 
pajama set! We then head to our rooms and 
change into the new clothes. Soon after we all 
sit together on the couch enjoying a cup of hot 
chocolate and an old Christmas movie. 

BY CAITLIN FLORIO

World News Editor

Sophomore Noah Narducci enjoys 
using his musical talents to the best of his 
ability. He plays several instruments and is 
part of both band and orchestra. 
While balancing his many 
other responsibilities, Noah 
always � nds time for music.

At a young age, Noah 
was inspired by his father, 
who plays the guitar, to 
learn di� erent chords and 
songs. At just four years old, 
he began to learn the ways of 
music.

“My dad was a big 
in� uence, he has played the 
guitar since I was little,” said 
Noah.

Noah also plays the double 
bass, saxophone, mandolin.

“I love to play the guitar and 
double bass because of the intricate 
chords and tuning interest me. I 
like to learn new things,” he said.

In band, Noah plays the 
saxophone. Not only did his father 
in� uence his interest in music, but his 
peers such as William Mullen, Adam 
Sandonato and Greg Giliberti have 

in� uenced him to improve his musical 
talents.

“Willy Mullen and Greg Giliberti 
played in jazz band and really have 

in� uenced me to work harder,” 
Noah said.

Although Noah only plays 
two instruments for DV, he likes 

to further his musical knowledge at 
home by playing the piano, bass 
guitar and ukulele. 

“I like trying new things and 
playing chords that sound 

good to the ear,” he said. 
“My favorite guitarists 
and bass players would 
include Jimmy Paige, 

John Paul Jones, Flee, 
Cli�  Burton and Marcus 

Mumford.”
Noah’s passion 

for performing 
music has 
in� uenced his 
decision to study 

music in college 
after graduating from 

high school.
“I would like to study music 

producing and sound production,” he 
said, “Keep practicing and � nd what you 
like.”
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Noah Narducci

Spotlight Artist             
Jessica Ramos

Jessica’s piece “Tired” 
is a still-life composition 
using charcoal. 
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Fashion 
Aware

BY MADELEINE YOST

Sports Co-Editor

On Nov. 14, the art department took a 
trip to the Metropolitan Museum of Art and 
the Cooper Hewitt Design Museum. Several 
students in the Digital Photography, Ap Art 
History, Ap Studio Art and Graphic Design 
classes were invited on the annual trip into 
the city. A total of 35 students traveled to 
the museum 
and spent the 
day learning and 
appreciating art. 

When they 
arrived at the Met, 
the students in 
Graphic Design 
classes separated 
and went to the 
Cooper Hewitt 
Museum to view 
some of the 
graphic design 
artwork, and to see some examples of things 
that they have been working on. 

� e rest of the students headed into the 
Met. � e AP Art students were required to 
� nd a 3-D piece of art and make a sketch 

of the piece. � e Digital Photography 
classes were required to bring a camera to 
photograph the artwork at an interesting 
angle.  � e Graphic Design classes were 
required to � ll out a worksheet on some 
of the art work in the Cooper 
Hewitt Design Museum. 

Dr. Irene Lantz started this 
trip in 2007 bringing her AP 
History students every year, 

and the other 
art teachers 
chaperoned. � is 
year it was changed, 
groups of students 
were chosen from 
the other classes 
and were invited to 
go on the trip.

“� is year 
I have a small 
digital photo class 
and I wanted to give them 
experience taking photos in an 

urban setting. � ey also got to see some well 
known photos and take some interesting ones 
as well. I took some of them to Central Park 
after lunch and they were able to experiment 
with some di� erent photo techniques in the 

park,” said art teacher Tricia Kaylor. 
Mrs. Kaylor said that this is one of the 

things that she looks forward to every school 
year. Even though there is not enough 
funding for everyone in an art class to travel 

to the city, it is an 
awesome experience 
for the students who 
are invited to go.  

“It was really cool 
to visit an art museum 
with art teachers 
who encouraged our 
explorations and 
photography. � ere’s 
really nothing like 
exploring art from 
ancient times to 
modern day that 
gives you a bunch of 
neat new perspective 
on things,” said 

Junior Paulina Henzel-Kedzior.
� e art work touched many students, 

sparked creativity and renewed their love of 
art.

BY ASPEN NARVARTE

Entertainment Co-Editor

“Unraveling,” a fun young adult 
mystery novel, follows the story of Janelle 
Tenner after she is fatally hit by a truck 
and magically brought back 
to life by her classmate Ben 
Michaels.  

Janelle is the cool strong 
outsider protagonist featured 
in many similar young adult 
novels, and like many of the 
other characters in the book 
including a her geeky best 
friend Alex, her workaholic 
father, and innocent little 
brother, she is likeable but 
mostly stereotypical.  � e real 
shining star of the novel is its 
page turning plot.  

Janelle’s father is a high 
ranking FBI agent which gives her access to 
information on her accident.  She discovers 
that her accident is connected to an old 

cold case involving victims who were fatally 
exposed to nuclear radiation and another case 
involving a countdown on an unidenti� ed 
explosive improvised device (UEID). 

However, much of the evidence does not 
add up, suggesting something more is going 

on. All Janelle knows is that 
somehow Ben is involved.

Janelle and her Alex 
furiously investigate, which 
leads them to Ben and his 
friends Elijah Palma and 
Reid Suitor who are known 
as the stoners.  But as more 
and more radiation cases 
appear and the countdown 
gets closer to zero the world 
seems to start crumbling 
around them and it turns 
out Ben and his friends are 
into more than just drugs.

� e twist of this story 
takes it from an everyday mystery novel 
to the exciting and adventurous genre of 
science � ction, and no, I will not reveal it.

Norris craftily creates a world and 
characters that are relatable and intriguing.  
She captures the high school experience 
of dealing with administration, boys, old 
friends, AP classes, parents, and bullies in a 
way that many teens will be able to relate 
and appreciate it.     

One of the few books of its kind, 
“Unraveling” is truly science � ction, not 
fantasy.  It follows scienti� c theories in a way 
that makes the story believable despite its 
unbelievability.

It does not take place in the far future 
but in the present, and the characters are all 
normal, everyday people in extraordinary 
circumstances. 

“Unraveling” has the potential to 
be as popular as previous books in the 
young adult genre such as “� e Hunger 
Games”, “Divergent”, or “Maze Runner”.  
I would suggest this book and its sequel, 
“Unbreakable”, to anyone who has enjoyed 
the previous list.

 

Students paint themselves a portal to the past
Students travel to the Metropolitan Museum of  Art to spark their creativity.

Book Review: 

BY ALLISON WULFHORST

Managing Editor

Glory be to the man bun: 
a trend of 2013 that has been 
growing in popularity ever since. 
Many celebrities like Chris 
Hemsworth and Harry Styles 
show o�  their luxurious locks by 
wearing it in this trendy style. 
More men are growing out their 
hair and pulling it back into a 
man bun to create a hipster look, 
and it could not be a better time 
to be alive. 

Although many stars are 
rocking this style, not as many 
regular guys (at least not in 
Milford) have their hair long 
enough or if they do are not 
wearing this wonderful do. � is 
is an injustice to the man bun 
because it creates a messy but a 
still appealing, put together look. 
� e pairing of facial hair also adds 
to the aesthetic and contributes to 
the hipster style. 

� e man bun is giving men 
more freedom with their hair 
instead of the common short hair 
styles that many men wear. 

� ey are a simple and e� ective 
way to style one’s hair and there 
are many di� erent varieties of 
buns to wear. 

• Full man bun- when a 
man pulls all his hair back into 
one large bun, can be either high 
or low on the head

• Top knot/man bun 
undercut- when the hair is shaved 
on the sides and longer with a 
small bun on top

• Pony bun- when the hair 
is not in a full bun or full ponytail, 
it is a mix of both

• Half up, half down- when 
half the hair is pulled up and the 
rest is down

� e upcoming trend of man 
buns is a wonderful one since it 
adds a new variety of styles to 
mens’ hair and appeals to many. 
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Sophomore Jade Rubenstein 
admires artwork while on the 
Met fi eld trip. The art students were invited to go 

to the Met with the Art Department.
Contributed Photos

‘Unraveling’
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MADELEINE YOST

Sports Co-Editor

For the past few years, it 
seemed that vocal standout 
Adele had fallen o�  the face of 
the Earth. However, she made 
a signi� cant comeback with 
her new single “Hello,” which 
was an instant hit. � e single 
brought her back into the 
spotlight and was the number 
one song soon after it was 
released. By � rst releasing the 
song “Hello,” Adele prepared 
the world for her new album 
25. 

When the album was 

released on Nov. 20, it soared 
into the top 200 of Billboard 
and Twitter. It had record-
breaking sales 
within the 
� rst two weeks 
and did not 
disappoint her 
fans.

25 is 
a brilliant 
c o m p i l a t i o n 
of songs 
with themes ranging from 
heartbreak, love and even 
Adele’s own life. One of my 
favorite songs of the album is 
“Send My Love.” � is song is 
considered a break up song, 

portraying Adele’s attempts to 
get over her last lover and accept 
the fact that he has moved on. 

Other than “Hello,” 
her most popular song 
is “Water Under the 
Bridge.” Adele sings 
about how someone she 
loves wants to break-up, 
but she cannot fathom 
the thought of being 
free of him. 

Adele’s incredible 
voice brings to life the beautiful 
words she writes. Listening to 
her album, I could tell that her 
words come from her heart. 
� is is what makes Adele a 
timeless artist. 
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Neighbourhood
Wiped Out!

GWEN NATHAN

Sta�  Writer

With its beachy alternative 
vibes and strong, relatable lyrics, 
� e Neighbourhood returns with 
their fourth and arguably strongest 
album yet, Wiped Out!. 

Released on Oct. 30, 
Wiped Out!  was considerably 
more stripped down than � e 
Neighbourhood’s 2013 edition I 
Love You., as it lacked the hip-hop 
elements that were signature in 
the previous album. However, the 
album still draws its inspiration 
from the famous California shores 
and includes the ri� s and dark 
tones that � e Neighbourhood are 
famous for. 

While every song on the album 
is fantastic, a few standouts include 
“Wiped Out!”, “� e Beach”, 
“Single”, and the � nal track “R.I.P. 
2 My Youth”. 

“Wiped Out!” begins with a 
driving bass line and electronic 
ri� , and later transitions to a half-
time tempo. � e song has a unique 
sound that sets it apart from other 
styles � e Neighbourhood has 
used previously. 

 “Single” and “� e Beach” make 
use of acoustic guitar in addition to 
the electric guitar present in many 
of the other songs. While “Single” 
has a lighter feel than other tracks 
on the album, both songs tackle the 
emotional subjects of vulnerability 
and infatuation. 

“R.I.P. 2 My Youth” drives the 
album home with its melancholy 
vibe and its dark lyrics concerning 
grief and loss of innocence.

Wiped Out! is the kind of 
album that can be played on repeat 
for days, the entire composition 
is gold. � e Neighbourhood has 
once again gone above and beyond 
with their music, creating unique 
sounds while still maintaining 
their well-known, west coast vibe.  

Get Weird

SABRINA STEWART

Sta�  Writer

In 2011, the girl group Little 
Mix was formed. � ey went on 
to become the � rst group to ever 
win on X- Factor UK and have 
had multiple hits since. Now Jade 
� irlwall, Perrie Edwards, Leigh-
Anne Pinnock and Jesy Nelson 
have released their third album Get 
Weird.                                                                                                                    

� is album has a di� erent 
array of sounds compared to the 
usual R&B on their past albums 
DNA and Salute. However their 
message is still the same: love 
yourself, have fun and dismiss any 
guy or girl who makes you feel any 
di� erently. 

� e girls wrote a di� erent 
album over a year ago, but after 
listening to the completed version, 
they felt as if they could do better. 
� ey scrapped the whole thing and 
started from scratch. � is album 
is something they are proud of, 
and they get a chance to show 
o�  their amazing vocal skills and 
their message. Each song is just as 
passionate as the last. 

“We want to bring out the 
inner weirdness in everyone,” said 
� irlwall. 

Little Mix’s � rst single o�  the 
album, “Black Magic,” topped 
the UK Singles Chart along with 
a number one in several other 
countries. On the UK Singles 
Chart, the song remained at 
number one spot for three weeks, 
becoming the � rst single by a girl 
group to do so since Sugababes’s 
single “About You Now” in 
October 2007.

� eir next single o�  the 
album is to be “Secret Love Song,” 
featuring Jason Derulo. Little Mix 
is excited about this album as well 
as the future for their group. 

LEXI FEAN

Arts & Literature Co-Editor

Justin Bieber’s newest 
album Purpose: � e Movement, 
was released Nov. 20, 2015. 
Emotional and raw with a 
young and clubbish feel, it 
seems like maybe Justin was 
trying to redeem himself after a 
few years of immature behavior 
by using powerful lyrics.

“Sorry,” the second single 
released from the album, has 
become the jam session anthem 
of girls all over the country, 
featuring a techno beat and a 
chorus.

Songs like “Love Yourself ” 
and “Company” inspire 
listeners to sing and dance 
along. “I’ll Show 
You,” a personal 
favorite, is the 
auditory version 
of Justin on his 
knees begging for 
forgiveness after 
his many mistakes. 
“Don’t forget that 
I’m human,” he 
sings. � e overall album is 
pretty good- until you realize 
you’ve just listened to the same 
song 17 times with di� erent 
words. 

All in all, Justin came back 
from two years of hedonistic 
headlines with a respectable 

album. He knows 
that he made 
mistakes maybe 
once or twice, and 
by once or twice 
I mean maybe a 
couple a hundred 
times, but Bieber 
uses this teen pop 
album to show that 

he is more than what the world 
knows him to be. 

Justin Bieber:Purpose

The Little Mix

So
ur

ce
: w

ik
ip

ed
ia

Adele:25

Hamilton:Hamilton 
ALYSSA MANCUSO

Entertainment Editor

� e best rap album of 2015 
isn’t by Kendrick Lamar, Dr. 
Dre or Drake- it’s by musical 
genius Lin-Manuel Miranda. 

� e original Broadway 
cast recording of Miranda’s 
Hamilton is absolute brilliance. 
Based on the life and death 
of founding father Alexander 
Hamilton, the show is not 
one to disappoint. � e 
soundtrack, produced by � e 
Roots, is a bolt of lightning, 
exhilarating and life-altering. 
One of the most creative and 
innovative scores Broadway has 
ever seen, Hamilton smashes 

all expectations. Dramatic 
highlights like the title track 
“Alexander Hamilton” and 
“My Shot” capture the nit 
and grit of the revolutionary 
era, while lighthearted, upbeat 
songs such as “You’ll Be Back” 
and “Helpless” maintain the 
swift pace of the show. 

Once the album starts, 
it doesn’t stop. Lin-Manuel 
Miranda creates a stunning 
array of musical styles from 
Nineties pop and Destiny’s 
Child-esque R&B to classical 
theatrical showstoppers and 
heart-wrenching ballads. What 
is the most prominent and 
impressive about the soundtrack 
is its hip-hip/rap � are, a style of 

music not typically associated 
with traditional Broadway. 
� e overall composition of the 
score left me speechless; my 
perception of the Broadway 
style of music completely 
transformed after only the � rst 
song. 

Forty-six tracks of pure 
brilliance, the cast recording 
of Hamilton not only appeals 
to Broadway enthusiasts, but 
music enthusiasts of all ages, 
races, genders; it’s an album 
from which any person can � nd 
inspiration. It’s the soundtrack 
of the century, rede� ning the 
purpose of Broadway and in 
turn the purpose of music.
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Daisy Ridley as Rey

Harrison Ford 
returns as Han 
Solo

Director J.J. Abrams

Adam Driver as Kylo 
Ren

John Boyega as 
FinnCast and 

Crew

Del.Aware - December 23, 2015If I could sum up “Star 
Wars: the Force Awakens” in one word, 

it would undoubtedly be EPIC. Fresh faces mixed 
with the classic, iconic characters who wowed audiences “a 

long time ago, in a galaxy far, far away,” was the perfect recipe for 
a cinematic masterpiece.

In summary, the movie begins with a traitor storm trooper Finn 
escaping the evil First Order. He then meets a scavenger, Rey of Jakku, and BB-

8, a droid belonging to Resistance member Poe Dameron. BB-8 has the valuable 
map entailing the whereabouts of Luke Skywalker, the last Jedi in existence, and 

must be returned to the Resistance base immediately. Together, they combat the Dark 
Side’s newest and ill-tempered villain, Kylo Ren, who has a rather surprising family tree.

One of my favorite parts of the movie was the presence of the “Star Wars” alumnus: 
Han Solo, Princess/General Leia Organa, R2D2, C3PO and brie� y, Luke Skywalker. 
“Star Wars” wouldn’t be the same without the characters who made the � lms successful. 

While the original characters were an excellent part of the � lm, the new characters, 
primarily Rey and Finn, were exceptional. � ey are additions to the saga who will 
certainly be as beloved as the originals. 

A � lm with many angles, “� e Force Awakens” includes many signi� cant 
themes in addition. Rey, the female lead, embodies the strong feminist message of 

the movie. Rey is a hero numerous occasions in the � lm, and portrays a great 
message for today’s world. 

� is highly-anticipated movie was sold-out in theaters across the 
country, and certainly deserved the hype it received. “Star Wars: the 

Force Awakens” lived up my expectations 
and paid a respectable tribute to the 
� lms that forever changed the � lm 
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BY SABRINA SCHLENKER

News Co-Editor � lms that forever changed the � lm � lms that forever changed the � lm News Co-EditorNews Co-Editor

BY SABRINA STEWART

Sta�  Writer

BY ADAM PARENT

World News Co-Editor
A New Hope The Empire 

Strikes Back
Return of the 

Jedi
The Phantom 

of Menace
Attack of 

the Clones
Revenge 

of the Sith
The Force 
Awakens

Budget $11,000,000 $33,000,000 $32,500,000 $115,000,000 $115,000,000 $113,000,000 $200,000,000

Year Filmed 1976-1977 1979 1982 1997 2000- 2002 2003- 2005 2014

Year Released May 25, 1977 May 21, 1980 May 25, 1983 May 19, 1999 May 16, 2002 May 19, 2005 Dec. 18, 2015

Box Offi ce Gross $775,400,000 $534,100,000 $572,100,000 $1,000,270,000 $649,400,000 $848,800,000 $538,000,000 (so far)

Special Effects Mostly Practical 
Effects

Mostly Practical 
Effects

Mostly ractical 
Effects

Mostly CGI Mostly CGI Mostly CGI CGI and 
Practical Effects

Director George Lucas Irvin Kershner Richard Marquand George Lucas George Lucas George Lucas J.J. Abrams

Rotten Tomatoes 
Score

94% 94% 79% 56% 65% 79% 95%

Return of the The Phantom 

Richard Marquand

World News Co-Editor
A New Hope

Rotten Tomatoes 

of the Sith

May 19, 2005

$538,000,000 (so far)

George Lucas

Oscar Isaac as 
Poe Dameron

The Phantom 
of Menace

Attack of 
the Clones

Revenge 
of the Sith

The Force 
of the Sith

Upon hearing the news 
that J.J. Abrams would direct the newest 

“Star Wars” � lm, I was elated.  Abrams knows science-
� ction and “Star Wars” was his childhood obsession.  What 

could go wrong?  
In this case, absolutely, positively nothing.  

Unlike George Lucas, Abrams has a way with actors, evidenced by the 
chemistry he fashioned with the ensemble cast of his “Star Trek” installments.  

Contrarily, Lucas all but destroyed the careers of Hayden Christiansen and Natalie 
Portman, stars of the prequel trilogy.   

With upstart actors like John Boyega, Daisy Ridley, Adam Driver, Gwendoline Christie 
and Oscar Isaac as members of his cast, Abrams made “Star Wars” relevant again.   

Just as he did with Leonard Nimoy in enlisting him for his Star Trek � lms, Abrams 
allows the likes of Mark Hamill, Harrison Ford and Carrie Fischer to set the stage for 
newer stories to be told in an updated version of the “Star Wars” universe in “� e Force 
Awakens,” stories that now restore life to a stagnant franchise nearly dead after Lucas’s 
overly glossy, CGI-saturated production of the prequel trilogy.        

“� e Force Awakens” drastically diverts from that failed trilogy.  It has action, drama, 
and thrills resembling the heart of the original trilogy, while commandeering the saga on 
a new path for its next generation of fans.  � e � lm revisits the touching and ubiquitous 
score of John Williams, relying on more practical e� ects and less CGI to convey a story of 

heartbreak and lore more reminiscent of the older � lms.  
I grew up on these movies and propagate a relative obsession for a story long 

ago, “in a galaxy far, far away.”  My greatest joy of my “Star Wars” experience 
this time around though?  Savoring the � lm with my two 
sons the way my parents did when I was my sons’ age.  
� at alone was worth the price of admission.         

Teacher Review

Star 
Wars 

spreads 
joy

Days after a private screening of 
“Star Wars: � e Force Awakens,” terminally 

ill Daniel Fleetwood lost his battle with cancer. 
Fleetwood was a stage three cancer patient and Star Wars 

enthusiast whose dying wish was to see the movie.  
At age 32 Fleetwood was diagnosed with a rare form of 

cancer, and in July of 2015 he was told he had two months to 
live. Fleetwood and his wife Ashley both realized what this meant, 

the Star Wars fanatic would not live to see the debut of Episode VII 
when it was released Dec. 18. 

Fleetwood’s wife began a campaign on social media in support 
of her husband’s wish, using the hashtag “#ForceforDaniel.” � e 
hashtag quickly attracted the support of Star Wars actors Mark 
Hamill and John Boyega, which resulted in a personal phone call 
from director and producer J.J. Abrams. 

Later that week Lucas� lm showed up at Fleetwood’s house 
with an unedited version of the � lm. Fleetwood was blown away 

by the � lm and passed away peacefully in his sleep on Nov. 10. 
Ashley thanked friends and family for all their support. 

“He is now one with God and with the force,” 
she said. 

BY GWEN NATHAN

Sta�  WriterBY MR. BRYAN POL

Contributing Writer
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BY SERA SHAFER

Sta�  Writer

 Imagine a world in which there is a 
lack of fresh water. A 
world in which heat 
waves and extreme 
weather conditions 
are deemed 
normal. A world in 
which plants and 
animals are faced 
with extinction, 
and humans are 
faced with mass 
starvation, diseases 
and poverty. � is 
is the future for 
the planet due to 
climate change.

� e 2015 
United Nations 
Climate Change 
Conference was held in Le Bourget, Paris 
from Nov. 30 to Dec. 11 to address these 

issues. One hundred and � fty world leaders 
attended, as well as 40,000 delegates, 
representing 195 countries.

� e purpose of the conference was 
to create a “legally binding 
and universal agreement 
on climate, from all the 
nations of the world.” � is 
agreement would include a 
plan to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions, limiting the 
global temperature increase 
of 2°C. 

If no actions are taken 
now, in 30 years the carbon 
dioxide levels will rise to such 
an extent that temperatures 
will be 2°C higher than 
pre-industrial times. � is 
causes many environmental 
consequences, especially in 
terms of weather. Storms 
will be worse, there will be 

extreme heat waves, rising seas and more 
droughts and hurricanes. � e fresh water 

supply will decrease by 20 percent, and, 
as a result, 20 percent of animal and plant 
species will be at a higher risk of extinction.

It has been calculated that the global 
temperature has risen by .85°C from 1880 
to 2012. In the next year, it is predicted 
that the average temperature will be above 
1°C, and by the end of the century it 
could increase by 4°C, which is extremely 
dangerous and threatening to humankind.

� is could be prevented by creating 
a zero-carbon society, which is what the 
world is planning to achieve by 2050. 

Laurent Fabius, the French foreign 
minister, was the president of the 
conference. Preceding the conference, 
he stated, “Climate change is a threat to 
peace.”

 “We must not, it seems to me, present 
this climate question as a constraint, but 
an opportunity. China is a big leader in 
the world on solar energy. � ere are lots 
of opportunities in di� erent countries,” he 
said.

BY SASHA HUPKA

News Editor

Drones have attracted attention since 
they � rst began to appear in the United 
States, and while many large technology 
companies have enthusiastically backed 
drone usage, others have been concerned 
about the threat drones pose to air tra�  c. 
� e Federal Aviation Administration 
recently revised drone usage laws, and 
the subject of drone restrictions remains 
controversial.

Drones are de� ned by the FAA as 
“unmanned aircraft systems,” and recently 
the FAA has been gradually developing 
and implementing laws to govern the use 
of them. � e most recent revision requires 
owners of drones weighing more than half 
a pound to register their aircraft with the 
agency. It also established that pilots must be 
13 or older to � y a drone without parental 
supervision. � e FAA plans to � nalize its 
drone policy in the next six months.

� ese new regulations are especially 
necessary now that corporations such as 
Amazon are considering using high speed 
drones to deliver packages. Until the FAA 
� nalizes its drone policy, commercial use of 
drones is illegal; however, it could become a 

reality in the near future. In the beginning 
of December, Amazon released a video that 
showed Prime Air in action. An Amazon 
drone delivered a product on a customer’s 
front lawn. Although the background of 
the video was simulated, the drone � ight is 
said to be taken from real footage.

“Amazon Prime Air is a future service 
that will deliver 
packages up to � ve 
pounds in 30 minutes 
or less using small 
drones,” read Amazon’s 
o�  cial website. 
“Putting Prime Air 
into service will take 
some time, but we will 
deploy when we have 
the regulatory support 
needed to realize our 
vision.”

Walmart and 
Google have also 
suggested that they 
would like to use 
commercial, high speed drones to ship 
products to consumers. 

Although drone use sounds incredibly 
futuristic, it would not be without its 
consequences. Drone use within crowded 

airspace could be dangerous and lead to 
collisions. In addition, drones can be hard 
to track, and although the FAA’s new 
registration system attempts to alleviate 
this problem, more may need to be done 
to ensure that drone owners are held 
responsible for their aircraft. 

Despite these problems, drone use may 

have an important place in the future of 
online shopping, and hobbyists can rest 
assured that they will continue to be able 
to � y high.

Samsung 
changes 

virtual reality

Amazon steps closer to Prime Air.
FAA revises drone restrictions 

Source: reason

BY MATT CAVALLARO

Sta�  Writer

� e future has always been 
thought to be � ying cars, hover boards 
and virtual experiences. While � ying 
cars are far away and hover boards are 
still on the rise, Samsung has broken 
open the world of virtual experiences. 
Virtual reality is the computer-
generated simulation of a three-
dimensional image or environment 
that can be interacted with in a 
seemingly real way.

Samsung has partnered up 
with Oculus VR, a virtual reality 
technology company, to release the 
� rst smart phone that can be used as 
an optical lens. � e phone, the Galaxy 
Note 4, hooks up to the Gear VR, 
which is an advanced headset. 

Once put together, the duo looks 
like a pair of goggles and headphones 
combined. � e phone is connected 
to the headset by microUSB, once 
connected there is a 5.7 inch display 
of the screen, and a 96 degree � eld of 
vision. 

� e technology of the Gear VR 
includes an accelerator, gyrometer, 
geomagnetic, and  proximity senses 
which give the user an incredible 
experience. � e Samsung Gear VR 
covers nearsighted and farsighted 
vision, giving people with all di� erent 
types of eyesight the same result. 

� ere is a touch pad, back button 
and volume key all included with it. 
3D spatial sound on the Samsung 
VR player for VR gallery contents 
also adds to the new technology, 
completely outdoing modern virtual 
systems that exist. 

� e Samsung Gear VR is on 
sale for a little more than $100, and 
the Samsung Galaxy Note 4 sells for 
$250. 

Source: forbes



Modified mosquitoes released in Florida
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By Matt Cavallaro

Staff Writer

Over the past couple years scientists 
have made huge steps on genetically 
modified organisms and more recently, 
genetically modified animals. One of 
the newest genetically modified animals 
are mosquitoes. Genetically modified 
mosquitoes are being used because of their 
ability to help prevent diseases.  

Genetically modified mosquitoes 
have already been released into Brazil, 
the Cayman Islands and a few other 
countries. They all have problems that 
scientists believe the mosquitoes can fix. 
Dengue Fever and Chikungunya are two 
deadly diseases that are present in Puerto 
Rico, Latin America, Southeast Asia and 
the Pacific Islands. With the diseases 
slowly spreading north, Florida seems to 
be next on the list. The results from other 
countries have been incredible, genetically 
modified mosquitoes have killed off 

around 80 percent of the mosquitoes 
carrying the diseases. 

Only male mosquitoes are released, 
and when they mate with females with 
the disease and when the offspring is born, 
the trait that is given from the male kills 

the offspring. This does not allow them to 
continue to spread the diseases.

The threat of deadly diseases spreading 
into the United States has caused the 

Florida Keys Mosquito Control District 
(FKMCD) to push for the introduction of 
genetically modified mosquitoes into the 
Florida Keys. The U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) is reviewing the 
plan by the FKMCD and if it is approved, 

genetically modified mosquitoes would 
be released into the Florida Keys up to 
three times a week, starting sometime 
in the near future. 

On the other hand, there has been 
negative feedback from people around 
the world on the subject of genetically 
modified animals. 

Worries about what could happen 
if the genetically modified mosquitoes 
bit a human, have been easily solved. 
Only female mosquitoes can bite, and 
scientists only genetically modified 
and release the male ones. With only 

males being released, there is no chance 
of humans being bit by the genetically 
modified mosquitoes.

Facial recognition

By Sera Shafer

Staff Writer

Snapchat and Facebook 
are two examples of how facial 
recognition softwares are being 
incorporated into everyday life. 
Softwares designed to recognize 
faces, even in the dark, are 
improving at a fast rate. With 
the increased 
use of these 
s o f t w a r e s 
comes a rise 
in the concern 
of privacy 
advocates.

T w o 
scientists at 
a University in Germany have 
developed a tool that has the 
ability to recognize a person’s face 
in total darkness. The technology 
uses a personal thermal signature 
and then matches infrared 
images with ordinary images in 
a database. With an 80 percent 
success rate, it is possible this 
technology will become widely 

utilized in the near future to 
catch and identify criminals. 

This rapid increase in the 
use and development of facial 
recognition technology and 
databases has privacy advocates 
on edge. 

Chris Calabrese, vice 
president for Policy at the Center 
for Democracy and Technology, 

an advocacy 
group aimed 
at protecting 
privacy and 
liberty said, 
“Anywhere that 
has a camera 
could end up 
employing face 

recognition technology. We 
have fundamentally enjoyed an 
expectation of privacy even in 
public.”

Although facial recognition 
softwares are increasing in 
number and diversity, and 
they are being used to aid the 
general public, not everyone is 
considering this to be progress.

By olivia tenney

Arts & Literature Editor 

Get prepared for 
swimming suit season in 
December because the U.N. 
predicts that 2015 will be the 
warmest year yet. Temperatures 
rose to 14.73 degrees Celsius 
by the end of October, which 
is one degree higher than the 
pre-industrial era. 

Part of the heat is coming 
from the El Nino, which is 
warm water in the Pacific that 
is making the temperatures rise 
this year and is predicted to do 
the same in 2016. 

“2015 is likely to be the 
hottest year on record. This is 
all bad news for the planet,” 
said WMO Secretary-General 
Michel Jarraud. 

2011-2015 have been 
the hottest five years to date. 
Many extreme weather events 
have also taken place because 
of climate change.

On Nov. 23 world leaders 
met in Paris to discuss how 

to protect the planet from 
the effects of global warming. 
The conference aimed to 
accomplish a legally binding 
and universal agreement on 
climate, with a goal of keeping 
global warming below 2 
degrees Celsius. 

The conference succeeded 
in its purpose, and it is the 
first time that developed and 
developing countries agreed to 
cut green-house emissions.

Some effects of the 
increasing climate are sea ice 
melting, faster rising of the 
sea levels and heat waves that 
are hotter and longer. This 
affects animals that need ice 
to survive such as polar bears 
and penguins. It also affects 
the growing season because the 
hotter climate makes it more 
difficult to grow certain crops.

To slow this increase try 
turning the heat down, or start 
recycling. Little things add up 
and everyone can help save the 
planet. 

2015: hottest year yet

By KirSten PeterS

Sports Co-Editor

Every day, there are new hot 
topics that grab our attention. 
A common trend as of late is the 
Acapella app.

When most people think of 
the word “acapella,” they think of 
it in terms of a group of people 
singing without any instrumental 
accompaniment. But with the help 
of the Acapella app, no group is 
needed. That’s right; you can be 
your own group.

Basically, the app works in 
three simple steps. 

Step one is to pick out a 
layout. When filming your acapella 
performance, you can choose how 
many sections you want your video 
broken up into. Each section is 
sung separately and then compiled 
into one video. For instance, if you 
want to sing a simpler song then 
you might only want your video 
separated into two or three parts 
rather than five or six.

After picking out your 
layout, step two is to record your 
masterpiece. Recording is pretty 
self-explanatory: you sing the 
lead, the accompaniment and any 
additional flare you would like to 
add. 

The third step is to share. 
After finishing your masterpiece, 
why would you not want to share 
it for the world to see and hear? I 
mean, we did find out about this 
app because of the overwhelming 
number of them shared on the 
Internet.

Although this app can be used 
for those seriously trying to pursue 
a music career, there are plenty of 
people who use it to make funny, 
entertaining videos. Either way, 
the Acapella app has become an 
Internet sensation. 

Now it’s time for you to go 
download the app and create your 
own masterpiece. 

Source: crisisboom

Source: therundownlive

App 
Review: 

Acapella

This year’s temperature increase raises concerns. sees big updates
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Powerall Deluxe – Portable Power Bank 
and Vehicle Jump-Starter

� e Powerall Deluxe is a � ash light and 
portable charger that is able to charge most 
portable electronics, including smart phones, 
tablets, portable gaming systems and cameras. 
In addition to these features, it is also able to 
jumpstart dead car batteries because of its high 
battery capacity of 12,000 milliamp hours. 
$64.99

Decodyne Math Clock 
$17.95

A fun gift for your favorite 
math enthusiast.

Kindle Voyage
� e Kindle Voyage is the 

newest addition to Amazon’s 
series of “Kindle” 
e-readers, improving 
upon previous 
models by not 
only including an 
adaptive backlight 
and four gigabytes 
of storage, but 
also by including a 
rechargeable battery 
that is designed to 
last six weeks.

-Price: Amazon.
com: $199.99, Best 

Buy: $199.99

Olliclip 4-in-1 for iPhone 6
� e Olliclip 4-in-1 is an iPhone accessory that modi� es the 

iPhone camera and allows one to take photos through � sheye and 
wide-angle lenses. Also, its macro lenses allow the iPhone camera 
to focus within 12-15mm of a subject and apply a 10X to 15X 
multiplier. $79.99

Fitbit wristband $99.95- 
249.95

� ough this gift is more 
expensive, there are multiple 
models ranging in price and 
colors that track heart rate, sleep, 
steps, stairs, activity, and more.  
� e more expensive models track 
all of these and the least expensive 
track simply sleep, activity, and 
steps.

Electric Heated Blanket:
Love someone who loves cozy nights 

in? An electric heated blanket is a great 
winter gift! � ey can be found in Walmart, 
Target and Kohl’s. $29.99-$49.99.

Adobe Photoshop   $119.88 for a year of 
usage

Great gift for an amatur or aspiring 
photographer looking to enhance their photos.  
Includes a year use of Adobe Photoshop. 

Star Wars Battlefront:
Major Star Wars fans will love this highly 

anticipated video game. It is available for Playstation 
4, Xbox One and PC and can be found at your local 
GameStop or Walmart. $59.88.

Decodyne Math Clock 

G e e k y 
T - s h i r t  
prices range 

$12.50 - 22.99
A great idea 

for your best friend 
or geeky family 
member.  � ere 
are a wide variety 

from techy to math 
to physics to pop culture.

Fallout 4:
� is is the perfect video game 

for your favorite Wastelander. It is 
available for Playstation 4, Xbox One 
and PC and can be found at your local 
GameStop or Walmart. $59.88.

usage

photographer looking to enhance their photos.  
Includes a year use of Adobe Photoshop. 

Information compiled by 
Adam Parent, Aspen Narvarte 
and Lauren Ziolkowski



BY MOLLY SCOLLO 
Sta�  Writer

Despite the Lady Warriors’ 
determination and heart, they 
have fallen in two tough losses 
to Pocono Mountain West and 
Stroudsburg. 

DV – 32, Pocono Mountain 
West – 45 

On Dec. 7, the Lady Warriors 
took on Pocono Mountain West. 
Playing with a younger, less 
experienced team than prior 
years, head coach Lindsay Baker 
said, “It’s focusing in on the little 
things that we teach every day. 
‘Are they progressing and moving 

forward?’ ‘Are they building upon what 
we work on in practice?’ It’s the little 
victories instead of the big one.” 

Junior Stefanie O’Grady led the 
scoring with nine points, while 
juniors Hannah Gallagher 
and Jenna Pacella added 13 
points combined. Sophomores 
Faith Fucetola and Shelby 
Brittain and freshmen Lyndsay 
Floystad and Hannah Larson 
� nished up the scoring for the 
Lady Warriors, making the 
� nal score, 32-45. 

DV – 26, Stroudsburg – 52
� e Lady Warriors faced the 

Stroudsburg Moutaineers on Dec. 
14. O’Grady led the team on defense 
while Gallagher led the o� ense with 19 
points. 

“We have to work more on improving 
our individual skills, then I think we can 
start working as a team,” O’Grady said. 
Brittain and O’Grady each had one point 
and Fucetola added two points. Freshman 
Skylar U’Glay made a three- pointer in 
the � nal minutes of the game. 

“It’s been a challenging season so far. 
It can get really frustrating sometimes 
because we’re such a young team. All we 
can do is practice like we’re in a game and 
put work in on our own. � ere’s a lot to 
improve on,” said Pacella. 

Warriors struggle with young team

BY LINDSEY TOOMER

Sta�  Writer

� e girls’ swim team is working hard 
to defend their two-year district title. 
� ey started o�  the season with three wins 
against Wallenpaupack, West Scranton 
and Valley View.

DV – 121, Wallenpaupack – 55 
On Dec. 10, DV hosted its � rst home 

meet of the season against Wallenpaupack. 
Senior Aspen Narvarte, junior Denali 

Hutzelman, junior Samantha Sodora and 
sophomore Karolina Baranowski each 
won every race they competed in. � ey 
competed in the 200 free relay together, 

tying in � rst with a time of 1:39.34.
� e team as a whole won every race 

except one. 
� e 200 

medley relay of 
senior Alexia Brandt, 
Narvarte, Hutzelman and 
Baranowski � nished with a time 
of 1:59.51. According to head coach 
Chelsea Shatt, having a time under two 
minutes for the � rst meet is exceptional. 

DV – 101, Valley View – 75  
� e third swim meet of the season 

took place on Dec. 21 against Valley 
View.

By the time the meet got to the 

diving portion, it was tied 31 to 31.
“It was a really close meet, they had a 

few really talented swimmers 
so we had to give it 

our all,” said Sodora. 
“It was great to keep up the 

second and third places when they 
came in � rst, that’s what brought our 

score up.”
Narvarte, Hutzelmann and 

Baranowski all had individual wins in 
their races. 

“It was a good meet because Valley 
View was going to be tough competition, 

we all worked together really well 
to pull out the win,” said senior 
Kirsten Leili.

Lady Warriors are off to a strong start
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BY SASHA HUPKA

News Editor

� e Water Warriors start strong, 
winning its � rst two meets. 

DV – 141, Wallenpaupack – 35
DV dominated in numerous divisions. 

� e 400 yard freestyle relay, the 200 
yard medley and the 200 yard freestyle 
relay teams all won over Wallenpaupack. 
Individually, senior Colin Naturale won 
the 200 yard individual medley and the 
100 yard backstroke, junior Kyle Dillon 
won the 50 yard freestyle and 100 yard 
freestyle, sophomore Liam Naturale won 
the 100 yard breaststroke and the diving 

event, and sophomore 
Marc Mireau won the 
500 yard freestyle.

“It was good to 
be back in the DV 
natatorium again,” said 
head coach Joe Kusner.

DV – 136, West Scranton – 40
� e boys had their second victory on 

Dec. 17. � e 400 yard freestyle relay, 200 
yard medley relay and 200 yard freestyle 
relay teams crushed the competition. 
Individually, senior Fox Wihlborg won the 
100 yard breaststroke event with a personal 
best time, Colin Naturale won the 200 
yard individual medley, senior Alphonse 

Griger won 
the 100 yard 
butter� y, and 
f r e s h m a n 
J o n a t h a n 
Manning won 
the 200 yard 
freestyle. In 

addition, Liam Naturale won the 500 
yard freestyle, junior Sean Deignan won 
the 100 yard freestyle and Dillon won the 
100 yard backstroke. 

“I’m looking to improve signi� cantly, 
and that will only come through hard 
work,” said Wihlborg. “We’ve had a slow 
start to the season, and as a team, we need 
to improve as well.”

Boys’ swimming crushes competition

senior Alexia Brandt, 
Narvarte, Hutzelman and 
Baranowski � nished with a time 

few really 

our all,” said Sodora. 
“It was great to keep up the 

second and third places when they 
came in � rst, that’s what brought our 

SPOTLIGHT
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ATHLETE

SPOTLIGHT
ATHLETE

Girls’ Swimming

Boys’ Swimming

Girls’ Basketball

“Colin has had good times for 
early in the season and has been a 
good asset for the team.”

-Head coach Joe Kusner

Colin Naturale, SENIOR

Stefanie O’Grady, JUNIOR

“She has improved over the 
past few seasons. She’s an 
emotional leader on the team.”

-Head coach Lindsay Baker

Samantha Sodora, JUNIOR

“Sam is a positive infl uence for 
everyone because of her work 
ethic and positive attitude.”

-Head coach Chelsea Shatt

Pacella calling for the ball 
before she makes the shot. 
Photo by Molly Scollo

Dillon advancing in the 200 IM with 
a butterfl y stroke. 
Photo by Lindsey Toomer



Warriors fi ght hard at the start of the season  
BY MADELEINE YOST

Sports Co-Editor

� e Warriors fought hard at the start of 
the season.  � e team played hard in several 
highly competitive games, and played well 
as a team.

DV – 60, GAR - 59
In a high intensity game the boys’ 

basketball started o�  their season with a win. 
� e team won in overtime by one point. 
Junior Shane Acoveno led the team with 
16 points and 12 rebounds, senior � omas 
Oakley had 15 points and sophomore Zack 
Klapak added 10 points and � ve rebounds. 
Helping to secure the win junior Tyler Smith 
was strong on defense with 11 rebounds. 

“We worked hard in practice on defense 
and a lot of the guys stepped up and did 

good things on o� ense. I thought we played 
well together.” 
said Oakley

DV – 54, 
PME – 65

On Dec. 
7 the Warriors 
could not hold 
o�  the Pocono 
Mountain East 
C a r d i n a l s , 
losing by 11 
points. � e 
team was led 
by Acoveno 
who put up 
16 points and 
pulled down 

20 rebounds. Klapak added 11 points to 
keep the Warriors in the game. 

“We played well o� ensively, but we 
could’ve played better defensively. We 
needed to take care of the ball and make 
better passes,” said Acoveno.

DV – 43, Easton - 50
� e Warriors faced o�  against Easton 

in a exhilarating game. Going into the 
second half, the score was 22-24 in Easton’s 
favor. � e Warriors were able to tie it up 
at the end of the 3rd quarter; however the 
team’s defense could not contain Easton. 

Acoveno was the leading scorer with 
22 points, while Oakley and Klapak 
added six points apiece. 
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Wrestling starts season strong
BY VANESSA PAOLELLA

Circulation Co-Manager

DV- 57, Abington Heights - 24
On Dec. 15, the wrestling team 

competed against Abington Heights in their 
� rst home meet of the season. DV won by a 
score of 57-24.

� ere was no clear winner in the 
beginning. Abington Heights consistently 
held the lead; however, the score began to 
change in DV’s favor after senior � omas 
Lamb pinned his opponent. 

By the ninth match, DV had gained the 
lead with a score of 27-24 after sophomore 
Mike McKinney pinned his opponent 
in the third period after a hard fought 

match. Afterward, DV won the remaining 
four matches with a succession of pins by 
freshmen Jack Dardia and Jim Lynch 
and seniors Shawn 
J o n e s 
and Tyler 
Moraski. 

“Once 
T h o m a s 
L a m b 
got the 
p i n , 
w e kind of � ew from there. 
Really it was the young guys who came up 
big in a big match,” said head coach Lou 
DeLauro.

Lackawanna League Individual 
meet

� e wrestling team competed at 
Wallenpaupack for the Lackawanna 
league individual meet on Dec. 12. DV 
took second place out of 15 teams.

Moraski place � rst in the 152 lb 
weight class. Seniors Gabe Laucella 

and R.J. Korfmann placed 
second and third respectively. 
Jones, Lamb and McKinney 
also placed third in their 

respective weight classes. 
Each member of the team won at least 

one and competed in three matches during 
the double elimination tournament.

SPOTLIGHT
ATHLETE

Basketball

Shane Acoveno, JUNIOR
“He’s done everything for us 
on offense; everything goes 
through him and he scores a 
lot of points for us.”
  -Head coach Kris Holtzer

SPOTLIGHT
ATHLETE

Wrestling

Mike McKinney, SOPHOMORE
“He comes in everyday and 
puts his head down and 
works to get better. Everyday 
he does whatever we ask him 
to do.”

-Head coach Lou DeLauro

Liliana Hendrix, SOPHOMORE

“She is a key player because 
of her consistency along with 
her will to try new things.”

-Head coach Jen Simonsen

SPOTLIGHT
ATHLETE

Cheerleading

Junior Shane Acoveno dunks 
on Pocono Mountain East. 
Photo by Madeline Yost

Cheerleaders’ hard work pays off
BY AMANDA BROWN

Sports Editor

On Dec. 12, the competition 
cheer squad competed in the regional 
competition at Hofstra University and 
earned a bid to go to the National 
Competition in Florida this spring. 

� e ladies threw their tumbling 
and hit their stunts. Competing at one 
of their biggest competitions this year, 
against 25 other teams, the team earned 
the bid.

“Empire regional was the � rst look 
at a large venue competition. We are 
very pleased with the performance,” 

said coach Jen 
Simonsen. “We 
are also excited 
about di�  culty 
of our routine 
and look forward 
to States and 
Nationals.”

Along with 
coach Simonsen, 
the girls are quite 
pleased with their 
performance. 

Junior Mia 
Joseph said, “’You 
don’t get what 
you wish for, you 

get what you work for’ and that’s what we 
did at the competition.” 

� e next important competition for 
the team is the state competition at Hershey 
Park, Jan. 22 and 23. 

“Not everyone that goes to regionals 
can just get a bid. As a team we got a high 
enough score to qualify for the National 
competition,” said senior Ashley 
Gatto.

Cheer team performs 
stunts in their routine.
Photo by Amanda Brown

freshmen Jack Dardia and Jim Lynch 
and seniors Shawn 
J o n e s 
and Tyler 
Moraski. 

“Once 
T h o m a s 
L a m b 
got the 
p i n , 

� e wrestling team competed at 
Wallenpaupack for the Lackawanna 
league individual meet on Dec. 12. DV 
took second place out of 15 teams.

Moraski place � rst in the 152 lb 
weight class. Seniors Gabe Laucella 

and R.J. Korfmann placed 
second and third respectively. 
Jones, Lamb and McKinney 
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